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The McGuire tragedy 


‘ Over the years, the sport of motor racing has carefully built 


up well-proven machinery designed to establish all the factors 
which lead to accidents and contribute to the extent of their 
severity. In cases involving fatal injury, the law, in the form 
of the coroner’s court, performs its own examination of the 
evidence supplied by the available motor racing expertise, 
and motor racing is geared to undertake an independent 
investigation of all accidents of a serious nature, as the 


‘circumstances demand. 


The investigations into last Monday’s appalling accident, 
which claimed the lives of the Australian driver Brian 
McGuire and a Brands Hatch fire marshal, commenced 
immediately. The full results have yet to be announced; but, 
if the evidence leads the various investigators to reach the 
same conclusions as those of the eye-witnesses, the effects of 
this tragic incident could be far-reaching. If this is indeed the 
case, criticism could rightly or wrongly be directed in public 
at the standards of car preparation and the efficacy of the 
demands of official scrutineering, for all eye witness accounts 
apparently suggest that there was a mechanical failure on 
McGuire’s car. And there are other aspects of the incident 
which might cast doubts on the safety standards of the 
Brands Hatch Grand Prix circuit, and also on the wisdom of 
marshalling procedures which have been in use for some 
considerable time. 

It is sadly ironic that the BRSCC fire marshals who were 
struck by McGuire’s car were. located, strictly according to 
procedure, at a point of likely impact in the event of an 
accident at this particular corner. They were standing behind 
a barrier and a bank, some S50 metres beyond a flag signalling 
post. At this post, incidentally, a doctor, an ambulance and a 
fire truck were also stationed; and it seems likely that, at 
least, one life may have been saved by this factor. - 

It is deeply disturbing that an accident such as this can still 
occur at a circuit of such international importance as Brands 
Hatch. If a racing car goes over a barrier, what causes it to 
do so is largely irrelevant in the face of that fact: what really 
matters is that the barriers did not prevent it from doing so. 
It is always possible that there might be some freak set of 
circumstances which causes a car to reach a height beyond all 
workable margins of safety, as we believe to have been the 
case at Barcelona in 1975; but there has been no suggestion 
‘that this was the case last Monday. If no such set of 
circumstances existed, then we must look very closely at the 
circuit safety aspect, including the RAC’s circuit inspection 
procedure. 

The: most important outcome of every accident investiga- 
tion is the accumulation of data which enables us to learn 
from experience and to take appropriate action to preclude a 
recurrence of the situation in question. Many aspects of the 
McGuire tragedy could merit our closest attention when the 
results of the inquiries are made known. 


cover picture 


Marlo Andretti, one of only three men now with the mathematical 
capability of beating Niki Lauda to the 1977 World Championship 
title, started last Sunday’s Dutch Grand Prix at Zandvoort from a 
dominant pole position (his fifth of the season). However, 
following a controversial collision with James Hunt’s Mariboro- 
McLaren, the number 1 JPS went out with another engine failure. 
Report: page 8. 


next week 


James Hunt’s views on the events of the Dutch GP in his regular 
column—Porsches join the Fords and Vauxhalls in the latest 
round of the national rally championship in Uister—Formula 
Atlantic round-the-houses at Three Rivers—Private Ear—The 
classic championship hiliciimb at Prescott—Vintage cars at 
picturesque Cadwell Park—The last-ever race meeting at 
Rufforth.* 
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Lauda: to Brabham for ’78. 


Cheever: Perrari or Brabham? 


Niki quits Ferrari, 


joins Brabham 


Niki Lauda is to leave Ferrari at the end 
of October. For some weeks now, there 
have been rumours suggesting that the 
Austrian was seeking to move to an- 
other team, but most of these have 
been played down. Niki’s real motive, 
people said, was to agitate Fiat into 
accepting his demands for an even high- 
er retainer. 

But the cynics were wrong on this 
occasion. It seems that Niki made up 
his mind to leave Ferrari some time 
ago. Certain aspects of driving for them 
have long aggravated him, notably the 
fact that he is constantly pilloried by the 
Italian press—a fact of life if you are a 
Ferrari driver. 

At the Dutch Grand Prix, Lauda 
would not be drawn on his plans for 
next year. The word was strong that he 
had already made up his mind to go to 
Brabham, indeed that the deal had 
been done. But he wasn’t saying. And 
neither was Bernie Ecclestone, who 
said how much he would like Niki in his 
team, but reckoned it was much more 
likely he would stay with. Ferrari. 
Gamesmanship was the thing over the 
weekend. 

It seems certain, therefore, that Niki 
Lauda will be a Brabham driver in 1978. 
John Watson said at the weekend that 


he would have no objection to Lauda’s 
being in the team, adding that he want- 
ed to stay. Lauda and Watson would 
make up an incredibly strong team, of 
course, but there are still further ru- 
mours which suggest that Niki’s team- 
mate could well be Eddie Cheever. A 
friend of Cheever told us last weekend 
that Eddie had said he would definitely 
be racing a 12-cylinder F1 car next 
season. However, we think it more 
likely that this is a reference to Ferrari, 
whom we believe to have an option on 
the young American. 

Back to Lauda. While confirmation 

of his plans—not before September 1, 
you know!—came too late for our dead- 
lines, we cannot believe that he can be 
going to any team other than Brabham. 
‘Alfa Romeo is state-owned, of course, 
and well able to make a very sizeable 
contribution to his light-year retainer 
(there was talk at Zandvoort of 
£300,000), and it is believed that Par- 
malat would also be prepared to pick up 
part of the tab. 
@ As we went to press on Tuesday, 
news came in that Alfa Romeo’s Carlo 
Chiti had confirmed at Monza (where 
Lauda was testing for Ferrari) that the 
Austrian would drive for Brabham next 
year. 


McLaren: Patrick 
now, Gilles later 


It is rather irritating that this issue goes 
to press immediately before September 
1, when driver changes can be officially 
* announced, because there is always a 
distinct possibility of being proved to- 
tally wrong within hours of speculating! 

It seems certain, however, that Pat- 
rick Tambay will be James Hunt’s 
team-mate at Marlboro McLaren next 
year. The young Frenchman’s F1 per- 
formances have been sensational, anda 
top drive for next year was inevitable. 
Tambay has just renewed his personal 
Marlboro contract and has the right 
image for the PR-minded company. 

So what, you say, of Gilles Villen- 
euve, whose position in next year’s 
McLaren team was regarded as a fore- 
gone conclusion after his brilliant show- 
ing at Silverstone? Our understanding 
of the situation is that the French- 
Canadian is to be paid a considerable 
sum of money (believed to be not 
unadjacent to $200,000) not to drive for 
McLaren next year! It seems they wish 
to keep their option on him for 1979, 
but have said he is free to drive for 
someone else next year—and only next 
year. 


Putting these thoughts together, we 
would speculate that their intention is 
to run Hunt and Tambay next year. 
Then, at the end of the season, Hunt 
retires (he has frequently said he does 
not intend to race very much longer), 
and Villeneuve returns to the fold, 
joining Tambay in the team for 1979. 

So where will Villeneuve go next 
year? It is highly unlikely that any other 
majer team would be interested in 
running him for just one year, knowing 
that he would return to McLaren at the 
end of it. Despite that, however, Zand- 
voort rumours suggested that he might 
well go to Tyrrell. Conversely, being 
well paid to do nothing, Gilles might 
well stay home in Canada, kicking his 
heels in Formula Atlantic and CanAm 
until his McLaren seat becomes vacant. 
All very complicated, isn’t it? 


@lLast word on who-goes-where came 
from Max Mosley in the Zandvoort 
paddock. What had he heard, we 
asked? “Well,” he said, looking over 
his shoulder, ‘it looks like Ashley and 
Villota fer Ferrari os 


Tragedy during 
Brands G8 practice 


The tragic accident which claimed the 
lives of Brian McGuire and Brands 
Hatch fire marshal John Thorpe 
occurred six minutes from the start of 
the Group 8 practice session on Mon- 
day morning. It took place on a dry 
track, and no other car was nearby at 
the time. 

Eye-witness reports. state that 
McGuire, driving his Williams-built 
McGuire-DFV, accelerated normally 
towards Stirlings Bend, pulled over to 
the right as normal to take the corner, 
and was cutting across to the apex 
before anything appeared to be wrong. 
But the car did not lose pace as it 
entered the corner, and hurtled wide on 
the exit, striking the kerbing about 45 
metres beyond Post 20. It seems that 
the impact with the kerbing launched 
the car just high enough in the air for 
the right front wheel to ‘trip’ on the top 
of the armco barrier; the car flipped 
upside down and ran along the top of 
the 4ft high banking for a short dis- 
tance. The three fire marshals who 
were struck were standing in the regula- 


TT lookin 


The BRDC Access RAC Tourist Tro- 
phy has already attracted a good deal of 
interest among the regular European 
Touring Car Championship competi- 
tors. The race on September 18 has 
attracted 23 confirmed entries including 
Bell/Rouse and Fitzpatrick/Schenken 
(Leyland Jaguars), Xhenceval/Dieu- 
donne and Joosen/de Wael/Grano 
(Luigi BMWs), Finotto/Facetti 
(BMW), Dron/Crawford and Keller/ 
Bering (Leyland Switzerland Dolo- 


tion position, 50 metres beyond Post 20 
and behind the bank. The car came to 
rest upside down on top of them, and 
they were trapped under it for 40 
minutes. 

McGuire died instantly of a broken 
neck, and 24-year-old John Thorpe, 
from Birchington in Kent, succumbed 
from multiple fractures and internal 


‘injuries not long after being admitted to 


St Mary’s Hospital, Sidcup. As we went 
to press we learned that a second mar- 
shal, Philip Williams, from Herne Bay, 
is in intensive care in the same hospital 
with head injuries, but the third mar- 
shal, Barry Hopkins from Lee in south 
London, has apparently escaped with 
little more than a broken wrist. 

The cause of the accident had not 
been established when we closed for 
press, but early reports suggested that a 
halfshaft had been found on the track a 
short distance back from the accident 
scene. The coroner’s inquest was due to 
take place last Tuesday, and we hope to 
be able to publish the results in next 
week’s issue. 


good 


mites), Bergmeister/Henzler (VW Scir- 
occo), the two Argentinian Alfasud 
Sprints and a pair of Chrysler 2-litres 
from Spain in the Group 2 category. 
The Group 1 division features Marshall/ 
Brock (Magnum), Spice/Clark, 
Craft/X, Graham/Handley and Wood- 
man/Buncombe (Capris), a couple of 
VW Sciroccos for Pepper/Cooper and 
Meloni/de Leener and the interesting 
Renault R5 Alpine for Wilds/Bassett 
and McGovern. 


Above: Brian Henton had a one-off drive in the Boro Ensign in the Dutch Grane 


Prix and went well before spinning. Below: Mike Wilds made a welcome 
reappearance in G8 racing at Brands with the ex-Purley Chevron B30. Alas, & 


failed to start. 
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Turbo BMW 


for Brands © 


Ronnie Peterson and Eddie Cheever 
will share a BMW 320i in the World 
Championship Six Hours GS race at 
Brands Hatch on September 25. Al- 
though it is not yet confirmed, we 
believe the car will be turbocharged, to 


' the same specification as the car run by 


McLarens for David Hobbs in IMSA 
racing. In fact, the American mechanics 
may well be brought over.to Europe to 
work on the car. Ronnie in a SS50bhp 
saloon through Paddock . . . 


Bruno’s BT45 


After all the speculation that Eddie 
Cheever would drive a third works 
Brabham at Monza, we were told very 
firmly by Bernie Ecclestone that this 
was not so. However, we believe that a 
third car will be run, driven by Bruno 
Giacomelli. Brabham are also expected 
to run a car in the non-championship F1 
race at Imola next month, and Giaco- 
melli is also expected to drive on this 
occasion. 


Unipart B38 


The F3 Unipart Racing Team had a 
busy week’s testing prior to the F3 
double-header last weekend .in which 
they not only had a good work-out in 
their usual Dolomite-engined March 
773s but also found time to try out one 


of their Holbay-tuned units in a Chev- |. 


ron B38 chassis. ‘‘We’re still negotiat- 
ing’, replied team manager Alan 
Howell when asked if and when the 
team may race their new chassis but Ian 
Taylor, who drove it at Donington, 
seemed to be reasonably impressed. 


Divi at Fuji 

Divina Galica is travelling to Japan this 
week. Arrangemants have been made 
for Divi to make her Group 6 sports car 
debut at the Fuji circuit on Sunday, 
September 4. It will be her first exper- 
ience of fully modified 2-litre sports 
cars, and she will be driving a new 
Chevron B36 in a round of the Japanese 
national championship. 


catchpole 


\'VE. JUST COME BACK FROM 


"THE HUNT BALL: 


Briefly... 


@ A sorrowful Arturo Merzario said 


last weekend that his new F1 car would 
unfortunately not be ready in time for 
Monza. “But maybe Imola,” he said, 
brightening, ‘‘and if not Imola, definite- 
ly Watkins Glen.” 


@ Current Citicorp USAC Champion- 
ship leader Tom Sneva will make his 
NASCAR debut in the National 500 at 
Charlotte on October 9. He will drive a 
Dodge. 


@ It seems very probable that next 
year’s Brazilian Grand Prix will be run 
not at Interlagos, as in years past, but at 
Riotur, a new 3-mile circuit under con- 
struction near Rio de Janeiro. 


@ A bill currently before the New 
Jersey state legislator in the USA would 
restrict the noise output of racing cars 
to 82 decibels measured at SOft. 


@ As the Stanley-BRM mechanics 
worked hard on preparing their car for 
Zandvoort (where it performed consid- 
erably better than ever before), their 
efforts were suddenly brought to a 
premature halt when the lights went 
out. Guess who hadn’t paid the bill? 


Niki Lauda’s victory at the Dutch 
Grand Prix wins a magnum of Moet 
et Chandon for Mr D. Girton, of 
Ewell, Surrey, who forecast that Niki 
would win at 114.36mph. In fact, the 


Ferrari’s winning average was 
116.12mph. Your favourites for 
Zandvoort were Andretti and Hunt 
but, as you will know, their race 
endedearly.... 

So who will win at Monza? Last 
year’s race was won by Ronnie Peter- 
son’s March at an average speed of 
124.124mph. Let us have your post- 
cards at Autosport Editorial, Hay- 
market Publishing Ltd., 76-Dean 
Street, London W1A 1BU, by Fri- 
day, September 9, please. 


REALLY, WHO WAS THERE ? 


WELL EVERYONE. ALL HAVING 
GREAT FUN... 


BRIAN McGUIRE 
It is with deep regret that we have to 
record the death of the popular Austra- 
lian driver Brian McGuire in a practice 
accident at Brands Hatch on Monday. 

Brian was born on December 13, 
1945, in Melbourne, where he later 
became a motor trader. He first came 
to Europe in 1966, and he quickly built 
up a motor business in order to finance 
his first love, motor racing. In 1969 he 
purchased a Formula Ford Merlyn with 
which he won his first ever race, at 
Lydden Hill. He continued with FF cars 
until 1971; when he moved into 
Formula 3 as a founder member of the 
Australian International Racing 
Organisation (AIRO), with Allan 
McCully and Alan Jones. Using 
Brabhams, Brian had some good F3 
runs in 1971 and 1972. 

He then decided to take a break from 
racing, spending the next 18 months 
building up the thriving Windmill 
Motor Caravan business in Brentford, 
before returning with a Trojan T101 to 
contest the Rothmans Formula 5000 
series in 1974. The Trojan, however, 
was not ultra-competitive, so McGuire 
replaced it with an orange Lola T330 
which proved more successful. For the 
1975 season the T330 gave way to Bob 
Evans’s 1974-championship winning 
1332, and it was with this car that Brian 
became a consistent front-runner. 

With the 1976 championship 
approaching, McGuire bought an old 
Frank Williams FW04 chassis and cam- 
paigned this car throughout the season. 
In the first year of the Group 8 cham- 
pionship, Brian showed his compe- 
tence, and found renewed vigour when 


- Kelly Girl stepped in with some much 


needed financial assistance for the 
team. The Williams was repainted in 
the vivid green livery of its new spon- 


sors and, as if to celebrate this, Bnan 
totally dominated the Thruxton meet 
ing last. September, starting from pole 
and winning by a handsome margin. 

This season the Williams had been 
extensively reworked, and was 
renamed the McGuire BM1, for an 
other attack on the G8 series. Many 
niggling problems beset the team, and 
McGuire’s only placing was a fifth at 
Oulton Park in July. 

Brian McGuire was a true sportsman 
and gentleman, a driver who raced 
purely for personal enjoyment, and his 
loss leaves a gap in the British motor 
racing scene which can never be filled. 
Brian was separated from his wife. 
Anne-Siri, who lives with their son. 
Anthony, in Norway. To all his rela- 
tives and friends, and especially to his 
girlfriend Marian and his loyal team, 
AUTOSPORT extends its deepest 
sympathy. 


MIKE PARKES 


As we went to press, the terrible news 
of Mike Parkes’s death came in, the 
English former Ferrari driver being 
killed instantly when his car was struck 
by a lorry near Turin on Sunday night. 

Parkes had lived and worked in Italy 
for a great many years, going out there 
in the early ’sixties to work as both 
engineer and driver with Ferrari. A bad 
accident in the 1967 Belgian Grand Prix 
ended his Fl career, but after recover- 
ing from severe leg injuries, he re- 
turned to sports car racing, driving for 
Filipinetti and others. During the last 
few years, Parkes worked for Lancia, 
being responsible for the development 
of the Stratos rally cars. 

A full appreciation of Mike Parkes 
will appear in next week’s issue. 


JOHN OGIER ~ 


With deep regret we have to record the 
death of John Ogier, the victim of a 
recent road accident. 

A former Essex farmer, John Ogier 
raced briefly in the early ’fifties, but it is 
as an entrant of sports racing cars that 
he is remembered. At one time, Ogier’s 
name was synonymous with Tojeiro, 
which company built a succession of 
Jaguar-engined sports cars. Under his 
Essex Racing Team banner, a succes- 
sion of ex works Aston Martins were 
run, notably for Jimmy Clark. He was 
also the entrant of the little Lotus 23 
with which Clark shook the Ferrari and 
Porsche teams at the Nurburgring 1000 
Kms in 1962. John Ogier withdrew his 
team from racing at the end of that 
year, but maintained a strong interest in 
racing. 


by Barry Foley 


... MARIO WAS WALTZING AROUND 
WITH JAMES, AND IT WASNT EVEN 
AN EXCUSE ME. 


* 


SSS eee er ee a eM yacecart 


edited by Quentn Spurring 


Gregg again at 
Mid-Ohio IMSA 


At Mid-Ohio last weekend, they ran an 
IMSA race with a difference. As well as 
being a regular round of IMSA’s Camel 
GT Championship, there were also 
several G5 cars invited to take part. 
According to Peter Gregg, the resulting 
entry was “the best collection of GT 
cars ever assembled at a race in the 
States’. Among the drivers present was 
Jacky Ickx, who shared Vasek Polak’s 
Porsche 935 with Skeeter McCitterick, 
and there were other G5 cars for Jim 
Busby and George Follmer. David 
Hobbs and Eddie Cheever were there 
with the BMW 320 Turbo. 

At the start, Al Holbert’s Chevrolet 
Monza took the lead, followed by 
Hobbs’s BMW and Danny Ongais, the 
Hawaiian driving what he claims to be 
the only completely legal Porsche 934 in 
IMSA! It did not take long, however, 
for Jacky Ickx to make his presence 
felt, the Belgian moving his 935 into the 
lead after nine laps and pulling away 
with ease. 

It was a very hot, muggy day at Mid- 
Ohio, and Ickx came in after an hour to 


Volunteer 


Cale Yarborough further increased his 
lead in the NASCAR Grand National 
Drivers Championship when he won 
the Volunteer 400 at Bristol, Tennes- 
see, last Sunday. The race was run over 
400 laps of the tiny half-mile oval, and 
was the 21st round of this year’s 
championship. 

Yarborough completely dominated 
the weekend, qualifying his Junior 
Johnson Chevrolet on the pole and 
leading a total of 299 laps on his way to 
victory. The crowd was robbed of a 
NASCAR-type finish when rain began 
to fall near the end of the race, the last 
33 laps being run under the yellow flag. 
Second, the only other man to go the 
full distance, was Darrell Waltrip 
(Chevrolet) and third was Benny Par- 
sons’s FNCB Chev, shared by Dave 


hand over to McCitterick. The good 
Skeeter, having had very little practice 
in the car, proved to be around five 
seconds a lap slower than Ickx, and 
Peter Gregg, who had taken his 934/5 
into the lead during the stops, consoli- 
dated his advantage so that by the time 
Ickx took over again the Polak car was 
a lap and a half adrift. Jacky drove 
really hard to catch Gregg, lapping 
quicker than anyone else but although 
he took back almost a whole lap, time 
ran out. At the finish, Gregg, who had 
driven the 3-hour race without relief, 
was still 53s to the good. 


Third, behind Gregg and Ickx, were 
Jim Busby and John O’Steen in the 
former’s Porsche 935, followed by Hur- 
ley Haywood and Bob Hagerstad (934) 
and Ongais (934). After engine prob- 
lems and severe brake fade, Al Holbert 
and John Morton brought their Monza 
home 15th, and the Hobbs/Cheever 
BMW retired during the final hour, 
having had metering unit trouble 
almost from the start of the race. 


Cale 


Marcis who drove relief for Parsons late 
in the race. The remarkably consistent 
Richard Brooks was fourth, followed 
by Tighe Scott (Chev) and Janet Guth- 
rie (Chev). 

Richard Petty had a miserable day at 
a track he detests, the King of 


* NASCAR being nudged into the wall 


by rookie Dean Dalton. Buddy Baker’s 
Norris Ford led for a while before 
blowing up, as did Neil Bonnett, and 
Bobby Allison’s Matador as its clutch 
early in the race. 

Cale now has 3475 ooinia: followed 
by Petty (3345), Parsons (3159), Wal- 
trip (3127), Baker (2778) and Brooks 
(2658). Coming up soon, on September 
4, is the classic Southern 500 at Darling- 
ton, the race NASCAR drivers want to 
win more than any other. 


NZ Atlantic series news 


Five rounds, starting January 2 and 
finishing January 29, with a $NZ85,000 
stake is the story for the 1978 Peter 
Stuyvesant New Zealand international 
series for Formula Pacific cars. Accord- 
ing to the promoting group—presum- 
ably Rothmans and the Motorsport As- 
sociation New Zealand, plus individual 
race promoters—the boost in stake 
money from $60,000 this year makes 
this coming series one of the richest in 
she world for Formula Pacific/Atiantic 
cars. 

The general format has been changed 
for the coming series. There will be 
three races for the single-seaters at each 
meeting, instead of one as there has 
been in the past. Apparently the idea 
behind this move is to give spectators 
better value for their money and give 
the contestants a better chance to cope 
with patches of bad luck. It’s also 
suggested that this three-races-per- 
meeting will mean there will be less 
wear and tear on the cars themselves. 
Time will tell. 

The plan is to seed up to 12 drivers, 
including two New Zealanders. They 
will each be guaranteed a start in each 
of the two S0kms heats counting to- 
wards the championship at each of the 


five meetings. The remaining eight 
places on the grid for each heat will be 
decided in a 10-lap qualifying race for 
the unseeded drivers. 

The five rounds will be at Bay Park, 
Mount Maunganui (January 2), the 
New Zealand Grand Prix, Pukekohe 
(January 7), Manfeild, Feilding (Janu- 
ary 15), Teretonga Park, Invercargill 
(January 22), and the Lady Wigram 
Trophy, Christchurch (January 29). 
First home in each round will receive 
$4240, and all 20 starters in each round 
will be guaranteed a minimum of at 
least $300. 

Among those said to be interested in 
the series are this year’s winner and 
runner-up, Keke Rosberg and Tom 
Gloy. Others include Graham McRae, 
Brett Riley, Bruce Allison, Andrew 
Miedecke, Mikko Kozarowitzky and 
Patrick Tambay. No doubt local men 
Dave McMillan, David Oxton, Graeme 
Lawrence and Ken Smith will also be 
getting something together for this se- 
ries, but the fact that only two New 
Zealanders will be among the seeded 
drivers (if overseas interest is a strong 
as the Pires believe it will be) will 
give — 


2>0u 


Last wee end, Donington and Silverstone played host ‘0 rounds of the European 
West Zone Super Vee series, both of which were won by Dutchman Arie 
‘Luyendijk at the wheel of this Rotel Lola T328. Reports: pages 44 and 46. 


Scheckter is boss 


Round nine of the Philips South 
African Formula Atlantic Champion- 
ship took place at Welkom’s Goldfields 
Raceway on August 20. The race, over 
32 laps of the 4.16km track resulted in 
another win for Ian Scheckter in his 
Lexington March 77B, from the hard- 
charging John Gibb in a similar chassis 
sponsored by Uniewinkels. Dave 
Charlton’s Lucky Strike 76B was third. 

Practice saw Scheckter secure pole 
position on the two-by-two grid—his 
time of 1m 27.03s being 0,6s_ quicker 
than Roy Klomfass in the Team Gun- 
ston March 77B. The second row com- 
prised Tony Martin, the only Chevron 
driver,whose 1m 27.69s was 0.4s better 
than John Gibbs’ March. Behind them 
came Charlton and Bobby Scott, the 
latter being only 0.2s slower than the 


former SA F1 champion’s 1:28.3. Last 


qualifiers to record practice times were 
Len Booysen in the Goldenflo 76B, 
with Nols Nieman unusually far down 
alongside him with the Benson & 
Hedges March. The field was made up 
by Mike Domingo (March 76B), Geoff 
Frizell (Chevron) and Kevin Stopford 
(Modus), none of whom recorded 
qualifying times. 

Race day dawned windy and a small 
crowd turned up to watch the race ona 
very dusty circuit. Domingo was out 
before the race started, his car only 
reaching the dummy grid. At the com- 
pletion of lap 1 Scheckter had already 
seized the initiative and led from Mar- 
tin in the BIC/South Coast Motors 
Chevron, Klomfass, Charlton, Gibb, 
Nieman, Scott, Frizell and Stopford. 
Booysen had already had an ‘off’ all on 
his own and was destined to take no 
further part in the proceedings. 

Martin spun on the second tour and 
was hit by Klomfass when stationary. 
Although Martin continued, some 20s 


CITICORP CANAM 
CHALLENGE 

Patrick Tambay 

Peter Gethin 

Elliott Forbes-Robinson 
John David Briggs 

Don Breidenba 

H Kro! 


@!// (Basi 1 | o] Junt2 St Jovite 
111111 l&~NS 1 1 Jun 26 Laguan Seca 


1. 
2 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
8. 
9. 
0. 
‘ 

2 


* th mh 


11111 188s 88 Jul 10 Watkins Glen 


in arrears, Klomfass was out, promot- 
ing everyone else two places. Gibb took 
Charlton on the fifth lap for second spot 
and thereafter chased Scheckter 
spiritedly in what proved to be the drive 
of the race. Almost unnoticed Frizell 
pitted on the seventh lap leaving only 
seven Cars in the race. 

Chariton and Gibb had a superb dice 
for second despite being 7s down on the 
March Formula 1 driver, and indeed 
Chariton repassed Gibb on lap nine 


before pitting for a replacement nose- - 


cone the following lap. He*rejoined at 
the tail of the field, no doubt cursing at 
having hit Gibb’s rear wheel in an 
earlier overtaking manoeuvre. At this 
point Scott overtook Nieman for third 
still only a couple of seconds behind the 
Uniewinkels car. 

On lap i11 the order then was 
Scheckter, Gibb, Scott, Nieman, Mar- 
tin, Charlton and Stopford. Scott spun 
out of third on lap 12 but rejoined 4s 
ahead of Martin, still fourth. Nieman 
slowed when his airbox fell off on the 
21st lap promoting Scott and Martin to 
third and fourth respectively. 

On lap 24 Tony Martin had a rear 
tyre blow, probably a legacy of the 
Klomfass incident, and at the same time 
Scott’s efforts came to an end when his 
electrics failed. Charlton made up time 
well after his pitstop and finally took 
the ailing Nieman for third position on 
the last lap. Stopford, who battles on 
despite being a penniless privateer, in- 
herited fifth and was the last runner at 
the finish, although Scott and Martin 
were classified sixth and seventh. 

With three rounds to go Scheckter 
leads the championship with 48pts from 
Klomfass (36), Nieman (29), Martin 
(26), Charlton (20), Booysen (19), 
Gibb (13), Scott (12), van eh and 
Stopford (8) and Domingo (3). 
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Be fair to Hector 


_ Being a Mexican motor racing journalist, I have 


followed Hector Rebaque’s racing career ever 
since he started back in our country. After a 
great deal of hard work, he has finally managed 


to arrive in Formula 1, but during his first steps. . 
_ in the formula (and he does not have loads of 


money as some people have said), Hector has 
been very badly criticised about his results so 
far. Journalists speak about his inexperience, 
lack of ability and even his wealth, making it 
look as if he had come from go-kart racing in 
Mexico to Formula 1. 


of the journalists whom I know have written 
about him, and the answer I got from him was, 
“T’ve never heard of them.” Haven’t they come 
and spoken to you? “I’ve never seen them.” 


It is very annoying to see that such personal : 
conclusions can be printed in recognised maga- | 


zines. If these journalists work in this manner, I 
am quite sure they don’t know about the 
friction inside the Hesketh team, about the long 
discussions between Horsley and Rebaque, and 
about how Hector has been pushing to get 
proper service. Why do you think Hector 
withdrew from the British Grand Prix? Ask 
Horsley why Ertl is not with the team any more. 

As a last” point, I wish to speak about 
Hector’s ‘inexperience,’ as nobody seems to 
have taken the trouble to do any searching. 
Having proved himself at a very young age one 
of the top Mexican drivers in all types of sports 
cars and small formulae, in 1974 he made his 
way to Britain to take part in 10 Formula 
Atlantic races with a Fred Opert Chevron, in all 
of them finishing among the 10 best placed. In 
the same year he took part in the Le Mans 24 
Hours and other long-distance races. At the 
beginning of 1975 he stepped into F2 for only 
five races, arriving fourth at Thruxton and 
Magny-Cours and ninth at Hockenheim. Be- 
cause of financial reasons, half-way through the 
season he was forced to leave the champion- 
ship, and chose to race in the very competitive 
Canadian-American Atlantic Championship, in 
which he continued all through 1976. 

If we are to speak about experience, I can 
name quite a few people now driving in F1 with 
much less under their belts than that, including 
of course a team-mate of Hector’s who more 
closely resembles the description given in Brit- 
ain to Hector, and for whom Mr Horsley is 
killing himself in desperation to make Kim 
another James Hunt. 


LONDON A. ARMENDARIZ 


History lesson 


Nothing in motor sport happened so very long 


ago, so we should still be able to get our facts 
straight. ; , 
1. Cottam has not made BTD at Vintage 


*Prescotts for 12 years in succession. In 1973 


John Roberts won in a Lotus. Admittedly, 


Cottam was not present, but Roberts’s time of ’ 


 42.99s, a mere 0.03sec outside the then record, 


suggests that, had he been there, it might have 
been quite a contest. 

2. I was amazed to see in the Donington 
programme, under no less a name than Bill 
Boddy’s, an account of the ‘1938’ British Em- 
pire Trophy. I assumed this must be a misprint, 
until you repeated the gaff that Rolt won in 
1938. Let’s get the record straight: the British 
Empire Trophy was held, as a scratch race, on. 
the Outer Circuit at Brooklands in 1932 and 
1933, being won by Cobb (Delage) and Czay- 
kowski (Bugatti). It then became a class handi- 
cap and in 1934 and 1935 was held on an 


artificial ‘road’ course at Brooklands, the win- 


ners being’ Eyston (MG) and Dixon (Riley). 
Thereafter it moved to Donington where it was 


won in 1936 by Seaman (not, as a commentator | 


at Donington suggested. with the ERA now | 


1937 Raymond Mays won with the smallest 


Proper angry 


Talking to Hector in Austria, I named a few~} 


there to see us as well as enjoying the other 


driven by Marsh, but with the ex-Whitney | 
_| Straight Maserati, reduced, incidentally, to 2.6 |} 


litres for the occasion to suit the handicap). In — 


sized (1.1-litre) ERA. In 1938, wait for it, it was 
Charlie Dodson with the OHC Austin, and in 
1939 Tony Rolt with the ex-Bira ERA ‘Remus’, 
now driven by Lindsay. 

At least you are\never guilty of writing 
Donington with a double ‘n’ as another well- 
known weekly motoring paper persists in doing. 
ENGLEFIELD GREEN TERENCE BRETTELL 


I-am a regular reader of AUTOSPORT, but your 
report in the August 4 issue on the Festival of 
Speed has'’prompted me to write to you regard- ’ 
ing your most insulting phrase, ie ‘proper 
racing’. I am one of those non-proper people 
who competed in the Super Rod event, and I 
consider myself a proper person. 

Do you pen-pushers realise that the effort we 
put into this form of racing is as much as any 
one in any other form of racing can do, as well 
as a great deal of money? 

We expect from the cream of motor maga- 
zines a good mention now and again. We (that 
is the Super Rods, Mini Rods, Anglia Rods and 
Bangers) appear somewhere each weekend at 
over eight stadiums or circuits from Oxford to 
Clacton to Dover. We very rarely get a mention 
in your mag—and when we do; you slur us as 
pedal-car pushers. 

May I say that the large crowd at Brands was 


events. So in future you may refer to us as 
‘short circuit racers’ and the others as ‘full 
circuit racers’-—and why don’t we appear in 
your mag more often? 
NORTHFLEET, KENT TONY GLOVER 
Super Rod 183 
Because we only cater for the ‘proper persons’.— 
Ed. 


- 


Stop knocking 


During the past few weeks in your Correspon- 
dence columns there seems to have been an 
increasing number of letters concerning the 
standards of marshalling and the handling of a 
number of incidents recently. 

It appears to me that in nearly all cases the 
letters have been prompted by ignorance of 
marshalling procedure. I recognise that the 
standard of marshals can vary from club to club 
and from meeting to meeting. I have myself 
seen some examples of what I consider to be 
poor marshalling this season, but I have never 
felt the need to publicise these failings. 

May I suggest that any spectators who may 
see what they consider to be something wrong 
with the marshalling or organisation, try having 
a word with the organisers at the end of the 
meeting instead of going off on a ‘marshal 
knocking’ campaign in the national motoring 
press. 


WEST BROMWICH ANTHONY CARWITHEN 


More restraint 


I have felt for some time that comments on 
various accidents on the track should be pub- 
lished in your weekly reports. 

Recently, at Lydden, Tony Clayden had an 
accident in the Modsports race and received 
severe neck injuries as well as a leg injury. I did 
not see it happen, but noted the damage to his 
car, which I did not think too bad. I can only 
assume that his neck injury was caused by not 
having a head restraint fitted to his car. 


_ It seems to me totally wrong when rules are |. 
‘made about exhaust pipes not being long 


enough (would you believe so that we don’t 
suffocate?) and fire extinguishers being BCF - 


(and it says on them ‘not to be used in confined 
places’), that important things like head re- 
straints are totally ignored. Surely an enquiry 
should be made about all serious accidents and. 
if possible, recommendations made common 
knowledge to all competitors. 

Some while ago Nick Whiting had a nasty 
accident and hit the bank backwards. He feels 
that he was very lucky that he had a head 
restraint. fitted. Going back further, Brian 
Hough was killed in a similar accident. Was he 
killed by a neck injury? I don’t know, it was 
never published. It seems that only Formula 1 
receives this type of publicity. - ; 
BEXLEY, KENT GEOFF CLEMENT 


Bizarre response 


In reply to the bizarre letter from some Canadi- 
an fruitcake named Milgrom (August 18), I 
suppose I’shall have to spell out for him the fact 
that the Historic Car Race at Silverstone was 
for GP cars built before 1960. This meant that 
the drivers were sitting up in a roomy, open 
cockpit with the fuel tank behind them, so the 
fire risk was tiny compared to that of modern 
drivers, who are squeezed and strapped into a 
tight-fitting tube which is a mobile fuel bath. 

As I recall, Brabham was one of only three or 
four drivers wearing full-face helmets. All the 
others wore open-face helmets, and that in- 
cludes Moss and Salvadori, who were both well 
aware that the spectators—having spent 1% 
hours watching robot helmet-tops in the 
Formula Fraud race—wanted to be able to see 
their old heroes in action once again. 3 

The second sentence in Milgrom’s letter is 
obscene. 


RICHMOND, SURREY CHRIS NIXON 


On yer bike... 


Who is Eoin Young trying to impress (Kick- 
start, August 11)? Does he really believe that 
Jochen Mass could cruise at ‘around 120mph,’ 
even on a 1000cc Kawasaki? 

Even on motorways I have never encoun- 
tered one of these so-called ‘Superbikes’ even 
achieving a top speed of 120mph, and cruising 
speeds in the eighties are mdre than most riders 
seem able to maintain for more than a very 
short distance. 

Incidentally, he fails to mention that the 
handling and roadholding of most these mon- 
sters is so poor that it would be hilarious were it 
not for the potential danger to the riders. 
BELFAST ESLER CRAWFORD 


Then as now? 
Twenty-five years ago this week (August 29, 
1952), AUTOSPORT carried a pictorial fea- 
| ture on the previous weekend’s Dutch GP at 
which Ascari clinched the 1952 World 
Championship. Reg Parnell at last won a 
race in the troublesome BRM, taking the car 
to victory in the Scottish Daily Express 
Formule Libre race at Turnberry. Ken Whar- 
ton’s similar car retired with steering prob- 
lems after leading which left Parnell to cruise 
home ahead of Tony Gaze (Maserati) and 
Graham Whitehead (ERA), Moss, as usual, 
featured prominently at the meeting taking 
overall victory in both the Formula 3 and the 
over 1500cc sports car events. Also included 
in the magazine was a detailed report of the 
Half-Litre Club’s fourth annual 100-mile 
Formula 3 race at Silverstone which was won 
by John Coombs (Cooper) with Bob Gerard 
(Cooper), Charles Headland (Arnott) and 
Don Truman (Cooper) completing the top 


four. 


The 1975 World Champion is now 21 points clear with four races to go... . 


A step closer 


Niki Lauda wins after race-long duel with Jacques Laffite’s Ligier—Only three men now challenge Ferrari driver's 
second crown—Hunt eliminated from title chase in controversial collision with Andretti—Scheckter third as 
Tambay runs out of fuel on final las—Renault turbo runs sixth before retiring—Report: NIGEL ROEBUCK— 


Photography: JEFF HUTCHINSON. 


They do not come more dramatic than this. 
Zandvoort invariably produces one of the 
most exciting races of the year, and this one 
was well up to the mark. 

By winning the Dutch Grand Prix, Niki 
Lauda has made virtually certain his sec- 
ond World Championship title. Starting 
from the second row of the grid, the Ferrari 
driver took the lead from Jacques Laffite’s 
Ligier at quarter-distance and stayed there 
until the end, despite constant pressure 
from the Frenchman, who was less than 

, two seconds adrift at the flag. 

Unquestionably, however, this race will 
be remembered not so much for the battle 
between these two as for the one which 
raged (the right word) between James Hunt 
and Mario Andretti. The JPS team-leader 
had taken the pole easily, but Hunt took his 
McLaren to the front at the start resisting 
all Andretti’s challenges until the fifth lap 
when the two cars touched at the exit of 
Tarzan corner. 

The McLaren was pitched into the air, 
while the JPS merely spun. For Hunt, the 
race was over but Andretti continued until 
his engine blew up nine laps later. Both 
were livid after the race, there being no 
question of accepting any blame by either 
of them. ‘The accident ended both men’s 
World Championship hopes. 

Behind Lauda and Laffite, Jody 
Scheckter was pleased to take third place in 


a car which had qualified only 15th. It was 
a quiet day for the South African, who 
moved the Wolf up the leader board as 
quicker cars retired. 

Emmerson Fittipaldi was also pleased 
with his fourth place in the Copersucar, but 
Patrick Tambay was not at all happy to be 


fifth. The French Ensign driver held third . 


place for the majority of the race but ran 
out of fuel on his very last lap. The last 
point was taken by Carlos Reutemann’s 
Ferrari, the Argentine being robbed of a 
certain third place when Gunnar Nilsson 
spun into him at half-distance. 

Having missed the German and Austrian 
Grands Prix, the Renault team reappeared 
at Zandvoort, the performanmce of their 
car suggestintg that it will not be long 
before the RS01 is truly competitive. Jean- 
Pierre Jabouille qualified 10th and ran as 
high as sixth before retiring with suspen- 
sion troubles. 

Once again, there were a number of 
engine failures among the Cosworth bri- 
gade, with Depailler, Jones and Andretti all 
retiring for this reason. John Watson’s 
Brabham-Alfa Romeo also retired with a 
blown engine, on lap two, but this was 
brought about by a holed sump damaged 
when John was forced over a kerb. 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
DUTCH GP 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


A curious weekend, last. Perhaps it was Mario 
Andretti’s annihilation of his rivals, reducing consid- 
erably the speculation which normally precedes a 
Grand Prix, which drew conversation away from the 
1977 Dutch Grand Prix and towards who will be 
driving what in the 1978 Argentine Grand Prix. No, 
no, of course not. The silly season always dominates 
Zandvoort. It was here last year that we first heard 
the buzz ‘‘Regazzoni’s leaving Ferrari and Reute- 
mann’s going there instead.” The majority of people 
reacted with scorn to that suggestion but, verily, it 
came to pass. 

Now, 12 months on, the situation is reversed. 
Nearly all the talk last weekend was of Niki Lauda 
and his rumoured transfer to Uncle Bernie’s team—a 
Ferrari driver going to Brabham. Who could have 
envisaged such a thing a year ago? 

It did not, of course, end there. Eddie Cheever— 
apparently regarded by most as the Second Messiah 
despite his failure to win more than one F2 race in 
two seasons—was going to Ferrari. In fact, many said 
confidently, he had already signed his contract. And 
Patrick Tambay . . . now there’s a busy man. Next 
season, according to furtive whispers in dark corners, 
he will drive for Ferrari. And McLaren. And Tyrrell. 
“But how do you know,” one asks, “how do you 
positively know that Tambay is going to McLaren?” 
‘““Well,’? comes the answer, “I just do, that’s all.” 
Pressed further, the informer, looking cautiously 
about him, says that he was told by someone who 
delivers milk to the sister of a mechanic who used to 
work for McLarens. It was all a bit like that. Having 
said that, my worthless opinion is that we will see 
Tambay in a McLaren next season. How do I know? 
Well, you see, there’s this sheet-metal worker who 
lives near Teddy Mayer... . 

One certain fact. however, is that Mario Andretti 
will be driving for John Pleyer Team Lotus next year. 
bed news indeed for the other drivers. Many people 


———eees eS Cs EEE OC a. 
Mario and the JPS 78 might well prove unassailabic. 
The Bleck car is im its element where slow and 
medium corners abound, and Andretti once more 
made the most of its capabilities. It was like Jarama 
and Zolder and Anderstorp all over again. Simply, 
there was no need even to time other cars in practice, 
although one did, to relieve the monotony. Number 
five was the only one to watch. : 

And, as at those other places, it almost seemed like 
acon trick. Watch him through the tight, left-handed 
Hunzerug, for instance. Braking very late indeed, 
Mario flicks the wheel over, the car obediently 
following its front wheels (unlike many of its adver- 
Saries) towards the apex. Then Andretti is back on 
the throttle and the car simply catapults out of the 
turn and up the hill. Thanks to the ‘locker’, the 
traction of the JPS left the others gasping. Lauda, 
Hunt, Watson, all came out of the corner well and 
then spun the wheels all the way up the hill. 

Throughout practice, Andretti was worth a second 
over the rest. In the last session, he lapped consistent- 
ly below anyone else’s best time. ‘“Yeah, I’d have to 
say it feels good,’ he smiled when practice was all 
done. “It just goes round the corners quicker than 
anything else. But, with so many cars out on the 
circuit, the traffic was a real problem. In that last 
session, I got in the middle of a bunch and tried to 
fight my way out, but it was hopeless. So I just let em 
go, dropped right back and gave myself a clear run. 
“Could he have gone any quicker? He grins. “‘Well, I 
tell’ ya, I was grippin’ ’em real hard right at the end 
there... .” 

After three blow-ups in the last three Grands Prix, 
Andretti’s biggest worry was his engine. In Holland, 
he was once again using a Nicholson engine and 
hoping for the best. Their reliability is normally 
excellent but Mario was a little shaken at the manner 
in which his engine blew up at Zeltweg: ‘‘Hell, I was 


just strokin’ along... .” ~ 


“It’s a funny thing,” said one of the Lotus mechan- 
ics when the final times were published, ‘“‘but have 
you noticed that, wherever our car goés well, so does 
the Ligier?” And he was right enough. In Spain, 
Jacques Laffite was up on the front row with An- 


oretii, at A; . tee rreacam2s was there to 
pack up the win when the JPS ran out of fuel; and 
now, here at Zandvoort, we find the lovely blue car 
up on the front row once again, albeit more than 
0.5sec away from the 78. 

Laffite had two cars at his disposal, one with the 
chassis spacer fitted, and on this car he concentrated. 
“Tt seems you need a long, wide car here,”’ he said. 
“It works better and also is more difficult for people 
to pass a wide car.” A broad Laffite grin. Then, 
thoughtfully, ‘““But then, of course, is more hard to 
pass other people when the car is wide. Need more 
space, you know... .” Jacques’s front row grid 
position was a typical, gutsy effort, for the Ligier 
looked far from the most manageable car on the 
track. But, as usual, he minimised his problems—an 
unusual trait in Grand Prix racing. “I have a bit of 
understeer, yes, but is all right. The car feels nice, 
really.” 

Third quickest, and a little disappointed to be so, 
was James Hunt in the McLaren M26. “I don’t know, 
we really thought we’d got over our understeer 
problems,” he mused on Friday, “but they’re back 
again.” To be sure, the M26 looked anything but nice 
at the entry to the Hunzerug, the front of the car 
wavering and wobbling as James tried to aim it at the 
apex. Nor did its traction seem any too good on the 
exit of the corner, the engine rising dramatically as 
the wheels lost grip. For all his problems, though, 
Hunt was consistently among the very quickest, 
persuading the car to handle more to his liking during 
the last session. After losing nine certain points in 
Austria, James had a Nicholson engine in the M26 
last weekend, and Jochen Mass was left to play 
‘guinea-pig’ with the development Cosworth engine. 

Four-hundredths of a second slower than the 
World Champion was his predecessor and probable 
successor. “No grip” summed up Niki Lauda’s feel- 
ings about his Ferrari. Just like Hunt’s McLaren, the 
Austrian’s car was spinning its wheels out of the 
Hunzerug, as if on ice. In fact, it needed Andretti to 
convince one that the road wasn’t slippery. Time after 
time, Niki got the corner absolutely right, exiting on 
the quickest line with the power hard on, only to 
suffer the frustration of having to scrabble up the hill. 


But the talk wes manly of bes plans for next seasom_ 
To be sure, Lauda did spend 2 considerable amount 
of time with Bernie Ecclestone over the weekend 


For most of Saturday afternoon, he sat in the i 
motorhome. In the pits, he made a point of 


by the Brabhams, chatting with Bernie and Joba 
Watson, presumably getting a huge kick out of the 


commotion it caused. Boy, they pulled a hell of 
crowd. Journalists, photographers, newsmen j 


each other to get close, to hear what was being said_ 


One of the radio journalists aimed a long mi 


over the top of the throng but Bernie was equal to the 


situation, covering the end with his hand and 


it away. It seemed highly unlikely that they were 
hammering out a deal right there in the pits, minutes 
before the last session. . . . As a piece of gamesman- 


ship, it was superb. 


“Yes,” said Bernie on Friday evening, “I 
made Niki an offer for next year, and I’d a oe 
him driving for me.” But wait a minute; you say to 


yourself, surely it is an FICA rule,that no offers can | 
be made to otherwise contracted drivers until Sep-— 
tember 1 each year. And this is only August . . . oh. | 
what the hell. By now the conversation has moved 
on. “If you want my honest opinion I reckon he’ll stay 


with Ferrari,” Bernie goes on. But if Niki does go 
with Brabham, who will be removed from the team? 
“Watson or Stuck,” comes the ingenuous answer. 

Right up there once again was the second JPS of 
Gunnar Nilsson, but the Swede’s efforts were serious- 
ly hampered by a misfire from his development 
Cosworth engine, which refused to pick up cleanly 
out of the slow corners. After practice, it was decided 
that Gunnar would run the spare car in the race 
rather than carry out an engine change on the regular 
race car. Lining up next to Nilsson was Carlos 
Reutemann’s Ferrari, this not being the Argentine’s 
regular chassis, but that driven, until recently, by 
Lauda. Lole put in a tremendous number of laps 
during practice, working himself really hard. 

Ronnie Peterson has always excelled at Zandvoort, 
last year putting his March 761 on the pole and 


Tacques ‘Laffite v was fully. competitive’ once more at Zandvoort: harrying Lauda’s winning Ferrari all the way and 


claiming a fine second place for Ligier-Matra. 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


DUTCH GP 


continued 


leading the race for a while until his front tyres went 
away. During practice last weekend he was wonder- 
fully spectacular, moving the difficult Tyrrell P34 
around the course in a series of opposite lock slides. 
Now, of course, with perspex cockpit sides, you can 
actually see the Tyrrell drivers at their work. 
(Thought for the day: why does the CSI—or whoever 
is in charge these days—not make compulsory trans- 
“parent cockpit fairings? A very simple and inexpen- 
sive way of pleasing those who pay to come and 
watch.) There was about the movement of Ronnie’s 
hands on the wheel something beautifully unhurried 
and confident. For once, the spectacular way was 
proving quick—dquite a rare phenomenon in modern 
Fi racing. As a distinguished ex-driver recently said: 
“If wings and wide tyres were banned so that car 
control once more became all-important, Ronnie 
would be World Champion.” 

Beside Peterson, on row four, John Watson was 


not entirely happy with his Brabham-Alfa. It was, as. 


ever, a question of achieving a decent balance, of 
getting the front and rear to grip at the same time. At 
many races this year, John has said that getting one 


end of the car absolutely right frequently destroys the ~ 


other end. With all the publicity surrounding Niki 
Lauda’s rumoured move, what did John have to say 
about it? “It wouldn’t bother me at all. I get on fine 
with Niki.” 

“Listen, Clay, this car’s built like a Swiss watch. 
You've got to treat it gently!” Mo Nunn was joking 
with Clay Regazzoni, who grinned and gave his 
entrant a V-sign. Gianclaudio was back at the good- 
looking end of the grid this time, setting exactly the 


same time as Watson. As usual, he had two cars to 
play with, his favourite chassis being fitted with the 
Heini Mader-prepared DFV. This he used on Friday, 
transferring to the other car the following day after 
the Mader engine had lost revs. On Saturday, now 
powered along by an Alan Smith engine, Regazzoni 
got going really well, the dark blue car one of the 
neatest on the circuit. 


And then came the big surprise. Jean-Pierre .Ja- 


bouille and the Renault were 10th fastest. The French 
team, of course, gave Hockenheim and Zeltweg a 
miss, preferring to devote their time to solving the 
many problems apparent in the car at Silverstone. 
Clearly, that time has been put to good use. Jean 
Sage: “The biggest change we have made is to the 
inlet manifold, which is much bigger than before. 
Before, we had a lot of trouble with the fuel 
mixture—when we stripped down the engines, we 
found all the pistons were of different colours! So, the 
new manifold has helped a lot there. The exhaust 
system is also new, in that the waste-gate exhaust is 
now completely separate. We also have a new turbo 
wheel. The rear uprights are new—much shorter than 
before—and so, because of that, are the rear wheels. 
In fact, these wheels are very heavy, but there was 
not time to have some others made up for this race.” 

By Friday evening, a quick glance at the times 
could have misled one into thinking that all these 
modifications had been a waste of time, for Ja- 
bouille’s name was among the also-rans. ““We had 
bad luck on the first day,’’ said Jean-Pierre. “In the 
morning session, a stone broke the compressor wheel 
and later a piece of metal from the air radiator got 


‘into the engine and blocked a valve.” In the course of 


the unofficial session on Saturday morning, however, 
it soon became clear that all was now well, for 
Jabouille was lapping 3secs faster than the day 
before, and the yellow car was sounding splendid. 
Late in the session, however, it mysteriously ground 
to 2 halt out m the country. “Ob.” mumbicd Iz 


most people were delighted to see the car so high =p 
the grid. Immediately, very many bottles of wime 
were produced from the transporter. As and when 
they win a Grand Prix, there is going to be some 
party! 

The two Patricks made up row six, Depailler’s 
Tyrrell marginally quicker than Tambay’s Ensign. 
While it seems certain that Patrick D. will stay with 
Elf Team Tyrrell for a fifth season, the plans of 
Patrick T. were one of the talking points of the 
weekend. Some said that he would join his fellow- 
countryman at Tyrrells next year, others that he 
would be in a Ferrari. But the most widely held view 
was that he would join James Hunt at McLaren. 
Certainly, he has renewed his contract with Marlboro 
for next year. . 

Alan Jones and Jochen Mass recorded indentical 
practice times, the Austrian Grand Prix winner 
setting it first. They always say that a change comes 
over a man when he wins a Grand Prix. A psychologi- 
cal barrier has been hurdled: you start to think like a 
winner. Certainly, it seemed that way with Jones, 
who drove his Shadow really hard and aggressively, 
particularly in the first session when he and Lauda set 
the same times. Mass (to ATS or March next.year?) 
had a relatively uneventful time in practice, save for 
blowing an engine when he was out in the T-car, the 
team now having three M26s, incidentally. 

The third man on 1m 20.24s, 15th in line, was a 
mortified Jody Scheckter, whose Wolf looked posi- 
tively diabolical on the circuit. Whenever his car’s 
handling is awry, Jody’s determination and car con- 
trol are sufficient to wrestle into a respectable grid 
position. But not this time. ‘““Everything’s wrong,” he 
scowled after practice, ‘‘the handling, the traction, 
the brake balance, absolutely everything. It’s hope- 
less.” A very unhappy South African. Alongside him 
was Riccardo Patrese, rather more content with life, 
and very glad to be back after his enforced absence in 
Austria. His only complaint was of too much under- 
steer. The Italian’s Shadow was now to the same 
specification as Jones’s, with new bodywork and front 
oil radiator. And another thing, to return to the white 
cars was the word ‘Ambrosio’ on the side. The 
financier’s name was not there on Friday, but reap- 
peared on Saturday, the team having apparently 
patched up their differences with him. 

The most unpredictable car through the Hunzerug 
was Emerson Fittipaldi’s Copersucar, the front and 
rear ends apparently speaking neither to each other 
nor to the driver. But Emerson stuck to hig grim task 
well, and his practice time flattered the car some- 
what. To the sorrow of a great many people, it 
appears that the Brazilian will stick by his patriotic 
guns and will drive for the team again next year. 

Hans Binder was the quicker of the two ATS 
drivers in practice, the Austrian driving very neatly. 
He commented that the car was very much better 
than the Surtees (which he drove earlier this year) 
through quick corners but not so good through the 
tight ones. 

Perhaps a little psyched by all the talk of Lauda’s 
move to Brabham, Hans Stuck had one of his off- 
form weekends, complaining about the handling of 
his BT45. From its circuit behaviour, there seemed to 
be little wrong, however, and the German should 
certainly have been more than 0.01sec quicker than 
Brett Lunger. The American, believe it or not, now 
has two McLaren M23s at his disposal, his spare being 
the ex-works car driven by Hunt in the early part of 
the season. 

A disappointing Jean-Pierre Jarier was joined, on 
the 11th row, by Vittorio Brambilla. As usual, the 
Italian had a colourful time in practice, with innumer- 
able spins and one minor accident when he hit Jarier’s 
spinning ATS, the Surtees suffering a bent steering 
arm. Vittorio does some strange things. On one 
occasion, he spun coming out of the right-hander 
before Hunzerug, the car coming to rest on the right 
side of the road, facing backwards. With the track 
absolutely clear, Brambilla sat there, revving the 
engine. A few seconds later, Binder came out of the 
corner, power hard on, whereupon Vittorio selected 
first gear and shot across the road in front of him! He 
now found himself on damp grass on the other side of 
the road, his slicks unable to gain very much pur- 


_ chase. Finally, he:really stood on the throttle and the 


car came shooting back on to the tarmac at the entry 
to Hunzerug—right in the path of Reutemann’s 
Ferrari! 

Remember the Hoogenboom brothers, one-time 
sponsors of Team Ensign and believers in the amaz- 
ing Roelof Wunderink? Last year, they ran an Ensign 
(Boro) for Larry Perkins, and last weekend the car 
was dug out again for Brian Henton to drive. Now a 


. sort of horrid matt black colour, the Boro pleased 


Brian a lot, and he always looked a likely qualifier, in 
the end sharing the penultimate row with Alex 
Ribeiro’s March. Behind them was Ian Scheckter. 
racing the March 771 for the first time. Was @ any 
better than the 761? Iam thought for 2 minute. “Well. 
I tell you whet, &'s = good reatecer—Sie 2 Sec 


the engine, and it’s still there. so I'm goimg to race 
Ashley's car.” said a disenchanted Rupert after 
practice. “I just can’t tell you how bad that car is. 
And ail its faults are the same as they were at the 
— of the season. We’ve made no progress at 


a non-qualifiers were headed by Patrick Neve, 
bitterly disappointed at not making the race. The 
Belgian’s engine gave up the ghost at the end of the 
first session, and he had to miss the second one in its 
entirety. Teddy Pilette got the Stanley-BRM going 
better than ever before, but the British V12 disgraced 
itself once again, blowing up in a big way during the 
second session. Unfortunately, Pilette covered half 
the circuit with oil before deciding to pull off, which 
brought to light the worst aspect of the entire 
weekend: the truly appalling standard of marshalling. 
The lack of oil flags around the circuit was very 
disturbing indeed. Race day would prove to be worse 
still. More of that later. 


There had, in fact, been a ‘qualifying for official 
practice’ day on Tuesday. Lunger, Binder, Henton 


and Pilette being the four fastest drivers, they were . 


accepted for official practice. But Arturo Merzario 
did not bother even to turn up on the Tuesday. Clever 
old Art had read the rules very carefully, coming to 
the correct conclusion that they couldn’t keep him out 
of official practice if they wanted to. Very well then, 
thought Ian Ashley (who had crashed on Tuesday) 
and one or two others, if he can.do that, then so can 
we. Therefore, when everything got under way on 
Friday morning, it became clear that Tuesday’s 
qualifying qualifier had been a total waste of time. 


As it turned out, Ashley (‘‘just a question of getting 
it properly dialled ‘in’”) failed to qualify anyway, poor 
Godfrey Bilton so far getting very poor value for his 
money. Indeed, the most noteworthy of Ashley’s 
actions last weekend was to drive into Gunther 
Schmid (the owner of ATS) who was standing in the 
pit next door. He was taken to hospital with a broken 
leg. 


The others who failed to make the race were Vern 
Schuppan (Surtees), Boy Hayje (March), Hector 
Rebaque (Hesketh) and Michael Bleekemolen 
(March). Michael Bleekemolen? 


This is a young Dutchman who has done some 
FF1600 and SuperVee racing, ideal credentials for a 
Fi drive. ... Had he qualified, the Dutch Grand 
Prix would have been the 11th motor race of his life. 
At a time when Mario Andretti was lapping at around 
1:19, Bleekemolen was out there, veering round in 
1:36! If the consequences of this sort of thing were not 
so hideous to contemplate, you might raise a smile at 
the 17secs gap. At the end of one session, the March’s 
front tyres were glazed, having never reached work- 
ing temperature in the course of an hour’s running. 
Because of this, of course, Bleekemolen was under- 
steering furiously and looked on the verge of an 
accident all the time. One can well understand that 
Grand Prix organisers like to have the odd local 
driver in their race, but for God’s sake, let them find 
people with a more thorough schooling in the sport 
than this. Thankfully, the CSI’s new licence system, 
due to be introduced at the beginning of next year, 
will preclude a repetition of this fiasco. 


Among the original entries was the mysterious 
Appollon (a very elderly rebodied Williams FW03) 
for Loris Kessel. You will recall that the untalented 
Swiss drove a RAM Brabham for John Macdonald 
last year, getting involved in legal wrangles with the 
team after Macdonald replaced him with another 
driver. At the Niirburgring, in fact, Kessel had the 
cars impounded by the police. Now it seems that the 
story is a continuing one, for on Saturday afternoon 
Interpol arrived on Kessel’s behalf, and a handcuffed 
Macdonald was marched away. Neither the Appollon 
nor its driver appeared all weekend. 


RACE 


Zandvoort on race morning seemed to be rather 
downbeat and subdued after the rather more demon- 
strative fans in Germany and Austria. The morning 
was overcast but dry, although rain looked to be a 
definite possibility for the afternoon. 

Despite the weather, the crowd was of a healthy 
size, officials later claiming an attendance of 90,000, 
considerably bigger than the usual Zandvoort figure 
and a remarkable one for a Grand Prix devoid of 
partisan interest. 

In Holland, they do not like noise on Sunday 
mornings, and nothing opens before lunch—including 
Zandvoort. Oh, you can get in there, mooch about 
and have a beer, but there will be nothing for you to 
watch. The ‘morning warm-up session’ began shortly 
before one o’clock, idiotic really when you consider 
that the start was only two hours hence. If an 
Went seriously wrong. there would be very little time 
for repairs before the race 


Above: Patrick Tambay was again mighty impressive with the Yip Ensign, but was robbed of a certain third place 
when the car ran short of fuel on his last lap. Below: The Renault’s return was very promising, Jabouille running as 
high as sixth. 


And something did go seriously wrong. Jacques 
Laffite’s Matra V12 blew up, and there was no time 
for an engine change. The unlucky Frenchman, 
therefore, had no option but to take the start in his 
spare car, this the short wheelbase one considered. by 
him to be less suitable for Zandvoort. It had covered 
very few laps in practice, and J acques could only hope 
for the best. 

Another man in trouble was Clay Regazzoni, 
whose race car developed a serious misfire during the 
warm up. For him, too, it would be the spare car for 
the race. This one, of course, was fitted with the 
Mader engine which had mysteriously lost several 
hundred revs during the second session on Friday. 
Work on the metering unit, however, put this-to 
rights. 

The drag down to Tarzan seemed to be all- 
important, for it was the opinion of most that, if 
Andretti got there first, he would be gone for the 
afternoon. “Yes,” said Laffite, “it is very important 
for me to beat Mario under acceleration from the 
start, but we have a lot more fuel than him, you 
know, and I think it will be very hard to do it.” 

Laffite was right. When the green light flashed, 
black led blue away, but suddenly a flash of red and 
white got ahead of both of them! James Hunt, by his 
own admission not normally the best of starters, had 
got an absolute flier from the second row, flicking the 
McLaren inside the JPS and leading the way into 
Tarzan. Hey, this was going to be good. Mario had 
unquestionably the quickest car on the circuit, but in 
the art of keeping people behind you at Zandvoort, 
James has no peer. Think back to last year. Watson’s 
Penske was clearly quicker than Hunt’s McLaren 
M23, but the Ulsterman tried to overtake for 30 laps 
and never did find a way. 

Hunt and Andretti went through ‘Tarzan virtually 
side by side, James neatly elbowing Mario on to the 
grass as they came out of the turn, in much the same 
manner as he dealt with Watson last year. There is. of 
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course, rather less grip to be had from grass than 
tarmac, and while the JPS scrabbled back on to the 
road, Laffite seized his opportunity and darted into 
second place. : 

As they came by at the end of the first lap, Hunt 
was in first place, followed by Laffite, Andretti, 
Lauda, Reutemann and Watson. Andretti, though, 
was in no mood to mess around this day and 
outbraked the Ligier into Tarzan. Second once more. 
The ever luckless Watson was already in trouble, the 
Alfa flat-12 smoking badly. John had been forced 
over a kerb on the first lap and the sump was holed. 
His race ended after just two laps. 

Even before Watson’s retirement, we had lost 
Jochen Mass. After a coming together with Jones’s 
Shadow, the German’s McLaren was briefly launched 
into the air, finishing up in the catch fencing, less than 
a mile into the race. 

His team-mate was having no such problems, 
however, although it seemed merely a matter of time 
before Andretti went to the front. The gap between 
the two was being relentlessly cut back by the 
American: It appeared that we might be in for @ 
repeat of the Hunt-Watson ‘scrap of 12 months ago. 
James and Mario are probably the two hardest racers 
in F1 today. 

Hunt seemed to have things worked out pretty 
well. Between two highly competitive cars, there & 
really only one place on the whole Zandvoort circum 
where overtaking is feasible, and that is Tarzan, the 
right-hander at the end of the pit straight. Each time 
round, Hunt would keep the McLaren to the right- 
hand side of the road all the way down the straight. 
going very close to the pit wall and holding that line 
all the way down to the corner. It was therefore 
impossible for Mario to outbrake the M26 on the 
inside, so he decided to try for the outside. This, he 
later said, was the only way he was ever going to get 
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Hans Stuck was very disappointing with his Brabham-Alfa, qualifying only a mite quicker than Brett Lunger’s 


McLaren, following here. 
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continued 
Blongside James. In last year’s. race, of course, 
Watson came to exactly the same conclusion, a 
couple of times finishing up on the grass for his 
trouble. f 

Anyway, on lap five it happened. Andretti, exploit- 
ing the JPS’s fantastic handling to the full, drove 
through the corner alongside the McLaren, the: two 
cars absolutely level. Leaving the corner, James, 


having taken the shorter route, began to nose slightly ~ 


ahead again, perhaps by a couple of feet. As the 
McLaren began to move to the outside of the road, 
Mario’s front wheel was level with James’s cockpit. 
Now here was a very basic situation. Hunt was 
gradually using up all the road, and one of three 
things had to happen. One, he could move over to the 
right a little, almost certainly handing the lead to 
Andretti; two, Andretti could take to the grass; 
three, Andretti could lift off. In fact, none of those 
three options were taken up. Both men, their wheels 
interlocked, kept hard on the power. The black car 
eventually did put two wheels on the grass, and then 
there was chaos, the McLaren flying into the air and 
the JPS spinning. Amazingly, both continued, al- 
though James pulled off a few yards up the road, a 
water pipe torn off, a radius arm bent. It was not 
immediately clear whether the source of all the steam 
was the McLaren’s engine or James’s head... . 


= 


Andretti, however, was still running strongly. The 
Lotus was undamaged in the incident and Mario 
quickly gathered himself together, found second gear 
and got himself moving again. In fact, he was still 
running fourth! 

After ‘the incident’, Laffite had taken the Ligier 
into the lead, and was quite obviously serious about 
staying there. Although a certain amount of under- 
steer was obvious, the Frenchman was pleased with 
the spare car, finding its handling better than he had 
expected. Behind came the two Ferraris of Lauda and 
Reutemann and Andretti, who was right on the 
Argentine’s tail and looking to get by. 

It did not take him long, for Reutemann rather 
surprisingly left the door open while braking for 
Tarzan, and the JPS was third. Every time around, 
one looked closely at the car: surely it couldn’t have 
come out of that shunt completely intact? But it had. 
There was not a hair out of place, not even a slightly 
deranged nose-cone, nothing. Soon he was all over 
Lauda. On the 11th lap, in fact, he tried his outside 
line at Tarzan again, and briefly an action replay of 
lap five looked on the cards. But although the Lotus 
and Ferrari briefly touched, Lauda moved to his 
right, giving Mario some space, although not letting 
him past. No doubt about it. Andretti, coldly angry, 
was charging. 

Two laps later, he was out. As at Silverstone, 
Hockenheim and Zeltweg, there was a big bang and a 
cloud of smoke. Yet another engine had gone, and 
the car came to a halt just beyond the end of the pits. 
Mario got out, and James was right there, wanting to 


Contact with Gunnar Nilsson’s errant JPS 78 dropped Carlos Reutemann’s Ferrari out of third place to a sixth place 


ee 


exchange. Hunt had already told Chapman witst ne 
thought. 


“T had a similar dice with John (Watson) for 30 laps 
last year,” said James later, “and this never hap- 
pened. There is no way you can get by there. I don't 
know what Andretti was doing. It was his race. He 
had the best car. Sooner or later he was going to get 
by me.” By the end of the race, he had cooled down a 
lot—or at least was playing the part very well. 

Two hours after the accident, Mario was still very 
annoyed. He wasn’t screaming and shouting—that is 
not his way—but his manner left you in no doubt of 
his feelings. “James Hunt, he’s Champion of the 
World, right? The problem is that he thinks he’s the 
King of the goddam World, as well. He was blockin’ 
me down the inside, so the only place I could try was 
around the outside. The first lap he put me on the 
grass. comin’ out. That was all right, legitimate. He 
was ahead of me. But the time we hit, I was more or 
less alongside him, and he’s movin’ out and movin’ 
out. I mean, I can’t just disappear. I’m there, man. 
Does he want me to drive through the catch fences or 
what? I don’t ask for an inch more than is my due. He 
says to me, ‘we don’t overtake on the outside in 
Grand Prix racing’. Well, I got news for him. I’m a 
racer, and if I get blocked on the inside, I'll try the 
outside. The way he was drivin’, I mean I’d expect it 
from an amateur but not from him. I tried the same 
manoeuvre with Lauda a few laps later, right? Now 
there’s a guy with a brain in his head. He sees me 
there, he thinks ‘if we touch, I’m going to be out of 
this race’ and he moves over, gives me room, and we 
both accelerate out of the turn in good shape. He 
didn’t lose his place doing that. It just amazes me that 
Hunt didn’t think about the consequences from his 
own point of view, forget me. There was just no need 
for him to ride me out there, the jerk.” 

Opinions were sharply divided as to which of the 
two men was at fault, but very few are those who can 
be dispassionate about such matters, leaving out their 
personal attitude to the parties involved. Perhaps the 
most sensible course of action was to ask Jacques 


Laffite about it. He, after all, was right behind them, 


and saw the whole thing. ‘Really, you can blame 
neither of them—or both of them. It was one of those 
things that happen in racing. Both were driving very 
hard, both refused to give way. It just amaze me that 
they drive like that after five laps! After all, this race 
is 75 laps, and they drive like it is the last ... .” 

So, after all this, had you remembered there was a 
race going on? Mass, Watson, Hunt and Andretti 
were all out by the time the Dutch Grand Prix was 20 
minutes old. Laffite, who had led since the fracas, 
was still there, but Niki Lauda was threatening more 
and more. On lap 20, the Austrian actually got the 
Ferrari’s nose in front as the two cars swept into 


‘ Tarzan, but Laffite made the most of the Ligier’s 


phenomenal brakes and chopped across to keep his 
lead. Jacques revels in a scrap and was not about to 
surrender his lead easily. On the next lap, though, 
there was nothing he could do, Lauda pulling out of 
the Ligier’s slipstream halfway down the straight, 
moving alongside and edging the French car over to 
the left hand side of the road. It was done. Niki was in 
front, and almost immediately he began to open up a 
lead. 

Behind these two ran Reutemann, still well in 
touch, Nilsson, who was catching the second Ferrari, 
Tambay, Scheckter, Jones, Jabouille and Fittipaldi. 
Among the retirements had been Peterson, who had 
gone out with ignition trouble after showing really 
well in the early laps, and poor Regazzoni, nobbled 
by a broken throttle cable after his best race for some 
time. These two had been running fifth and sixth. 

The Renault was opening a lot of eyes. Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille was running eighth and pushing hard. 
Interestingly, a lot of the drivers put the car’s practice 
performance down more to its Michelin tyres than to 
any power advantage offered by the turbocharged 
V6. Having said that, the yellow car did look very 
quick out of the slow corners. Running with Jabouille 
and Jones was Fittipaldi, having his best run since the 
new car was introduced. : 

The leading four cars were in a race on their own. 
There seemed to be absolutely nothing that Laffite 
could do about Lauda, for the Ferrari was pulling 
away all the time, but Gunnar Nilsson was making 
concerted efforts to get past Reutemann for third 
place. But Carlos, having left the way clear for 
Andretti earlier on, was making no such mistake with 
the other Lotus. Gunnar made one run down the 
inside of the Ferrari at Tarzan, but Reutemann 
moved smartly across to claim his line, and Nilsson 
never came so close again. 

The total inadequacy of the marshalling at 
Zandvoort was unhappily apparent on lap 31, when 
the DFV in the back of Depailler’s Tyrrell blew up at 
the end of the pit straight, Patrick having no 
alternative but ‘to park the car in front of the catch 
fencing at Tarzan. The car was allowed to remain 
there for the rest of the race, precise’ ly in the path of 


' ft the cary to the commer, and one 
oa like gomg off. You could see the off 
from Patrick's ventilated Cosworth on the road, but 
the marshals did nothing, neither waving a warning 
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the circuit’s unhappy record of dealing 
with accidents, this latest exhibition was lamentable. 
A lap later, it was the turn of Alan Jones to have 
his engine blow up, the Austrian GP winner coasting 
to a halt behind the pits. Jabouille spun the Renault 
there on the next lap, but continued. 


“Tt was all my fault,” admitted Gunnar ‘Nilsson, 
after the race. “I thought about trying to get by, but 
changed my mind at the last minute. I braked and the 
car just swapped ends.” Just before half-distance, the 
Swede had still been right behind Reutemann. When 
the JPS spun, it clipped the back of the Ferrari, which 
also revolved. Gunnar retired on the spot, but Carlos 
brought his car round to the pits, where the wing was 
changed. It took a lot of time, and the unfortunate 
man had four certain points wiped away. Shortly 
afterwards, Jabouille’s great run came to an end when 
the Renault limped into the pits with a break in n the 
rear suspension. 


Although Lauda’s lead seemed secure enough, 
Laffite never let up for a second, and lap times 
revealed that this race was being run at a very fast 
pace, Niki lapping consistently at around im 21s. By 
the 50th lap, Tambay, in third place, was more than 
half a minute behind. Once again, the Frenchman 
was thoroughly distinguishing himself, and the big- 
gest problem he encountered during the race was 
Hans Binder, strangely enough. Binder had been 
driving his ATS Penske very well, battling hard with 
Hans Stuck’s Brabham and Lunger’s McLaren. But 
when Tambay came up to lap him, the Austrian 
simply refused to give way. For five laps, the Ensign 
driver tried to pass, but without success. Behind him, 
Jody Scheckter was starting to close. More than once, 
Patrick left his braking desperately late for Tarzan, 
arriving with smoke pouring off the front tyres, only 
to see Binder swing resolutely across his bows, 
stubbornly sticking to his line. Ultimately, Tambay 
could take no more, gently punting the ATS off the 
road at the right-hander before Hunzerug. Binder 
continued without losing too much time. In his 
defence, it must be said that the marshals ignored 
Tambay’s efforts to get by, and no blue flags were 
waved at him even when the Ensign was virtually 
going over the top of him. Of course, he could have 
looked in his mirrors... . 


As the race entered its last ten laps, it was clear that 
Laffite was gathering himself up for one last des- 
perate attack on Lauda. The gap was coming down 
steadily, particularly when Niki was badly held up as 
he lapped Fittipaldi. After leading by five full seconds 
at one point, the Ferrari was now only 30 yards 
ahead. This. was a really tremendous effort by 
Jacques, and his late braking into Tarzan during the 
last few laps was a sight to behold. Once clear of the 
traffic, however, Lauda edged away again and finally 
took the flag by almost two seconds. It was a typical 
copybook victory after a highly intelligent drive in 
which he kept out of other people’s troubles, made 
his moves when he had to make them, relaxed at the 


right time, put the pressure on when neoessary. There ' 


were no mistakes by driver or car. Not since 
Argentina (discounting Sweden, where Lauda gave 
up) has the Ferrari let him down. The World 
Championship is virtually assured. 

The last laps of the race brought as much drama as 
the first. Vittorio Brambilla, after an extremely 
smooth, hard drive through the field to fifth, dropped 
a wheel into the dirt at the very fast corner at the 
beginning of the pit straight. The Surtees immediately 
spun, apparently hitting the insjde barrier very hard, 
but there was surprisingly little damage to the car and 
none at all to Vittorio. 

The biggest hard luck story of the day, however, 
was that of the luckless Tambay, whose car ran out of 
fuel on what would have been his very last lap. Still he 
was classified fifth, small consolation for losing third. 

There were other sad tales from the afternoon. 
Brian Henton made fools out of people such as Stuck 
and Lunger, leaving them behind in the old Ensign 
Boro, only to spin at Tarzan, stall the engine and 
receive a push-start from the marshals. Instant 
disqualification would have followed, but that be- 
came academic a few laps afterwards when the car ran 
out of fuel. Rupert Keegan, after passing several cars 
in the first few laps, had a big accident from which he 
escaped unhurt. 

So that was Zandvoort. A flawless victory by 
Lauda, a remarkable drive by Laffite, a lucky third 
place for a delighted Scheckter, a heartening fourth 
for Fittipaldi, a disappointed fifth for Tambay, an 
unlucky sixth for Reutemann. Mathematically—and 
that’s all it is—Niki can still be beaten to the World 
Championship. James Hunt now knows that it is 
irretrievably gone for this year, and Mario Andretti, 
with four engine failures in the last four races, can 
only ponder about a title lost. And, to compound 
their misery. it is so casy to envisage another Ferrari 
wis 2t Monza 
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Above: Alan Jones in the Shadow leads Scheckter, Jabouille and Tambay down the pits straight and into Tarzan. 
inthe Elf-Tyrreil man Patrick Depailler was the victim of one of several DFV failures after a dice with Scheckter 
in the Wolf. 
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Divina claims Druids ahead of Trimmer and Villota on the opening lap. 


Lady’s day 


Divina Galica leads her first ShellSport race—Tony Trimmer 
robbed of victory by deflating tyre—Emilio Villota takes third 
victory of series—Fatal accident to Brian McGuire—Report: 
QUENTIN SPURRING—Photography: DAVID TURNEY. 


Glorious weather and good fortune smiled 
on Emilio Villota last Monday at Brands 
Hatch. Having qualified the Iberia 
McLaren M23 fourth fastest, he lacked the 
leading pace in the race itself, yet the 
affable little Spaniard wound up the winner 
of the latest round of the ShellSport Inter- 
national series. In the final minutes of the 


race, a puncture slowed Tony Trimmer’s — 


championship-leading Melchester Surtees 
TS19. Trimmer still finished second, ahead 
of Divina Galica, who had driven a very 
fine meeting with the ShellSport/Olympus 
Surtees, and shared fastest lap with Trim- 
mer. Guy Edwards retired his March, and 
Val Musetti declined to run the gauntlet of 
the air traffic control dispute, so Trimmer 
extended his series lead to 53 points with 
three races to go. 

Tony Dron scored another runaway vic- 
tory for Leyland Cars in the Tricentrol 
British Saloon Car Championship round, 
and a big crowd of around 12,000 turned 
out to witness a day’s racing worthy of the 
reputation of the August holiday Brands, 
but marred by a horrifying accident during 
Group 8 practice in which the popular 
Australian driver Brian McGuire and a 
marshal lost their lives. 


9 SHELLSPORT CHAMPIONSHIP Tl 
: BRANDS HATCH 


Traditionally, the August Bank Holiday Brands 
boasts the best ShellSport entry of the series, and last 
weekend’s meeting was no exception. With a 
Formula 2 injection, the Group 8 field was unusually 
high on quantity, although there were no new teams 
of sufficient competitiveness to upset current form. It 
was unfortunate that, thanks to eight non-arrivals and 
the various practice incidents, the field was reduced 
to a ‘standard’ 21 starters from an original entry of 34. 
But none of this detracted from some remarkable 
performances during qualifying on Sunday. 

For a while in the first session, an unknown driver 
in an unfamiliar black car was fastest overall. This 


‘fellow, driving an old MeRae GM1, was lapping 


steadily in the low 24s, while the ShellSport regulars 
were still warming their tyres. Eventually, the ste- 
wards had him black-flagged, so the story goes, to 
find out who he was; and he turned out to be Keith 


A steady drive by Emilio Villota was rewarded with a surprise victory. 


Wisin 


€>a8arirzatot 


Holland. Keith has split with his long-time entrant 
Len Gibbs, and his business associate Chris Feather- 
stone offered to wheel out his McRae to keep him 
racing. The car made it to Brands, in fact, due to the 
support of the pair’s many friends, who chipped in a 
bit here and a bit there until the car and its two-year- 
old Fewkes engine were race-ready. After all the 
confusion—which arose due to the swapping of race 
numbers—Keith was overtaken by three of the quick- 
est runners, but it was a notable effort nonetheless. It 
would be interesting to see Keith Holland in a 
Formula 1 car in the ShellSport series... . 


The unquestioned star of practice, however, was 
Divina Galica. In the first session, the ShellSport/ 
Olympus Surtees TS19 scored heavily with a lap in lm 
23.0s, which remained fastest until the dying minutes 
of the session. In the afternoon, Divi brought this 
already more than respectable time down to 1:22.4, 


_which is nearly half a second inside Keith Holland’s 


lap record. Divi’s performance brought out the very 
best from Tony Trimmer, who was forced into a 
1:22.0 to keep the pole which he had claimed in the 
first session. The Melchester Racing Surtees, wearing 
the livery not only of the Argos store chain (as 
announced last week) but also of Swan Lager, has 
never been round Brands as quickly before; the rear 
end vibration which affects this TS19 on Group 8 
tyres was still apparent (and, it seems, incurable), so 
Tony was very pleased. Both he and Divi would have 
qualified for last year’s British Grand Prix with those 
times. 

Third fastest was a happy Ray Mallock, who 
produced the best ever Formula 2 lap time round 
Brands (0.8sec inside Eddie Cheever’s ‘record’ from 
last year) from the ICI/Newsweek Chevron-Hart B40. 
After spending most of the first session sorting out 
the Iberia McLaren M23 for the circuit, Emilio 
Villota (using an Alan Smith DFV for the first time) 
came up with a second row time towards the end of 
the afternoon session, bumping off Guy Edwards, 
who could not get the colourful TitbitssMD4 March 
751 balanced to his liking. Holland brought his times 
down to an excellent 23.4, and the rest of the field 
came 1.2secs later. 

At 1:24.6 should have been Derek Bell im the 
Hexagon Penske PC3, but im the morning sesszos the 
car went straight om 2t Druids; = was too Secy 
ete” — i ee a 


Second fastest F2 was Gregg Young in one of two 

— Opert Chevron-Harts entered for this £9400 

race, just ahead of Norman Dickson in the BMW- 
powered | Helicopters/Dicksons of Perth 
March 772. Heading the fifth row should have been 
Mike Wilds, making a return to racing with the 1976 
championship-winning Chevron B30, but the unlucky 
Mike had to scratch after a broken bracket ruptured 
an oil line, and the AIM Racing with Templar Tillers 
team found metal in the scavenge pump filters. 
Damien Magee, who has taken over Holland’s seat in 
the E. L. Gibbs F5000 Lola T332C, had all kinds of 
problems during qualifying, including gearbox and 
fuel pressure failures, and of the fastest 16 drivers he 
was alone in having to rely on his morning time. 

Unexpectedly far down the grid was Danny Sulli- 
van with the Netherton & Worth F2 Boxer-Hart, who 
had a total of a dozen laps in practice and could do no 

-better than 1:27.2. In the first session, an oil pump 
drive belt gave, and Brian Lewis and his men were 
only just able to get an engine change over in time for 
the Kentucky Kid to put out for the last minutes of 
the afternoon session, when the track was slippery 
due to the oil from Wilds’s car. 

The short race morning session, in which the tragic 
Brian McGuire accident took place (see Pit & Pad- 
dock), was scrubbed after it had been stopped, so all 
the Saturday times stood. 


QUALIFIERS 


TONY TriMIMOD.......ccccccceesetcceeeseeseees Surtees-DFVTS19.............. 1:22.0 
Divina Galica .......:cesccsssceresenereeneeee Surtees-DFVTS19.........000+ 1:22.4 
Flay Ma@ll0CK......cccscceseseseceresseees Chevron-Hart B40 ..........00 1:23.0 
Emillo de Villota ............:ccceceesceereeee McLaren-DFV M23...........066 1:23.2 
GUY EQWAPKS..... ic. ccsecscessessecenetenons March-DFV 751 .........00000c00e 1:23.2 
WGI ONAN ........00ccsescsssscsevensecoens McRae-Chevrolet GM1......... 1:23.4 
BPTI NE cbs oevaah tev ohncnsis tndataze opiate’ Penske-DFV PC3...... soe 1:24.68 
AOOG YOUNG oi sscsisse casein scudvetgscodeuen Chevron-HartB40 1:24.6 
Norman Dickson . March-BMW772 .. 1:24.8 
Mike Wilds’..... . Chevron-Ford B30 124.8 


. Lola-Chevrolet T332C 
BLORY, PROUT! snd scscccinseres oacndiosssonseanesnae Railt-Cosworth RT1....... oss 
ANS LE WIGT 04 cchcy tictkhescdavadisscancast aati te Lola-Swindon T462 .........05+: 1:26.0 
ibs cus cpnnaaene Chevron-Hart B40 ..........0000 1:26.6 


Danny Sullivan ...........cccresssssesenesees Boxer-Hart PR276..........05000+ 1:27.2 
TCRMILGSITAL Pu =) Pe. dateestatshfckads oles ananeacse Lola-ChevroletT332............- 1:28.4 
DONNIS LEECH ......... ccccssencceeeseeeee Chevron-Chevrolet B24/28... 1:31.0 
DG GPS ii ii cd Siiities..dcbasavdsedtacees Chevron-ChevroletB28........ 1:31.6 
Adrian Russell ..........c:ccssesereveeseerens Lola-Swindon T4660 ...........6.. 1:33.4 
BV GUEY FIGHOP ss sckcdcscastatiscashestnradeacdccas GRD-Ford372.......:sssseeeseeee 1:33.8 
Martin Birrane......ccccssererereecees Chevron-Ford B29... seas 1134.0 


. Surtees-HartTS15 
. March-Ford 74B ... 

. March-Ford 76B “ 
*Did not start. 


Although Divi was clearly going to be right up- 


there, the race appeared to be Trimmer’s, who was 
worried only about that vibration, which made driv- 
ing unnecessarily difficult. In view of this prospect, 
Tony decided to get the white TS19 to the front, build 
up a lead of Ssecs, and hold it there, whoever was in 
second place. It turned out to be a costly error. 


RACE 


Divina was nervous: ‘“‘Tony wanted to stick to the 
inside position, so I get to be Niki Lauda. But there 
are a lot of people behind me who are going to get off 
very quickly, and I’m certainly not the hest of 
starters”. Well, it didn’t show. For a split second, it 
did look as though she had blown it, for the darker of 
the two Surtees F1 cars at the front jerked violently 
forwards as the green light came on. There was a 
momentary horror that she might have stalled the 
thing; but instead the car catapulted forward, leaving 
Trimmer behind. Villota followed her through, but 
once with her nose in front Divi was not going to be 
denied, and as John and Angela Webb (and a lot of 
other people besides) held their breath, she emerged 
from Paddock in the lead of a ira Group 8 
race. And then, she went away. 

Trimmer found himself held up by Villota in 
second place, and the Spaniard kept Tony firmly 
behind for the first lap, at the end of which Holland 
came past in fourth place with Mallock, Edwards and 
Magee in his wake. Eighth, up from the eighth row, 
was Sullivan in the good-looking Boxer: “I can’t 
uriderstand some of these guys—they drive the first 
lap like there were yellow flags out or sump’n. . . .” 

Lap 2, and Divi was still going away, Villota still 
holding second place from Trimmer; Tony, though, 
was not in too much of a hurry, for 40 laps of the 
Grand Prix circuit is a long way. He waited for the 
right moment, and it came on the fourth lap at 
Westfield: Tony eased the TS19 into second place, 
and Divina had lost her buffer. Nevertheless, it took 
four more laps for Trimmer to close to within striking 
distance; but when her time was up at Paddock on the 
eighth lap, Divina offered little resistance. 

At quarter-distance, Trimmer had his 5secs lead, 
and Divina was under pressure from Villota’s 
McLaren. Early in the race, the number 13 Surtees 
handled beautifully, but now it was becoming a pig; 
the left front tyre was chunking, and the car was a real 
handful going in to the corners. Holland was still 
fourth, more than a match for Mallock’s F2 car; and 


Ray was kicking himself for letting the bad old 
McRae past him at the start: he just didn’t have the 


Steam to get by. Magec. who had passes Ecwerds on 


ee eee aoe eee eee eel, Ieee feos 


rolet lost all its water and overheated (a head was 
cracked), so Edwards was sixth, and closing on the 
Holland/Mallock dice. Magee’s withdrawal left Tony 
Rouff in seventh place with Graham Eden’s 
Harrisons of Birmingham F2 Ralt, leading a four-car 
train from Dickson, Sullivan and Young; the Boxer 
had led this group, but Danny dropped it at Druids on 
the fourth lap. Behind this bunch, Alo Lawler 
soldiered along in lonely fashion with the L&B 
Excavations Lola-BDX T462, ahead of Wink Ban- 
croft, whose Opert Chevron had lost an exhaust 
manifold and a couple of hundred revs. 

As Trimmer maintained his pre-set léad margin, 
Divina fought to retain her second place, and the race 
was halfway through before Villota passed her at 
Stirlings. The McLaren immediately pulled away, for 
Divi’s car was now worse than ever, and she decided 
to settle for third place. Going into the second half, 
Trimmer had his 5secs over the Iberia car, and Divina 
was 6secs down in third, but well ahead of the fourth 
man. Good driving by Edwards, chiselling away, 
made that position his, having got by Mallock on lap 
13, and Holland five laps later. He was closing fast on 
Divina when, on lap 25, his oil pressure took a dive, 
and he freewheeled home to the pits a disappointed 
man. 

Sullivan had another spin at ‘Paddock (having 
worked his way past Dickson and Young again) and 
then the gearlever popped out at Westfield, leaving 
11,400 on the clock; he retired to the pits, too, and 
there discovered the cause of his wayward 
moments—a shredded right rear tyre. Behind Hol- 
land and Mallock, still hard at it; Rouff was now 
securely sixth, well on top of Dickson who was 
following a few yards behind; Young lost touch with 
these two, having come to a halt when he had trouble 
with an oily visor, and then struggling when the 
gearlever broke off. 

Going into the last quarter, Trimmer still main- 
tained that constant Ssecs, but suddenly, on lap 34, it 
was down to 4.5; it had to be a mere oversight, didn’t 
it? To the alarm of the Melchester Racing crew, the 
gap was 3secs next time round; then 2secs, and the 
team spotted the trouble. The right rear was going 
down. Tony struggled on as best he could, hoping the 
thing would stay on the rim, making good speed down 
the straights, fair speed round left-handers, a crawl 
around rights; inevitably, Villota closed, and scrab- 
bled past at Surtees with two laps to go. Trimmer: “‘It 


‘would have been suicidal to try to stop him—I would 


have had to throw my car in front of him’. The pros 
and cons in the crowd jumped up and down, and 
Emilio ran out smiling, the winner by a second and 
TT powerless to do anything about it. 

Divina finished a very popular third, around 8secs 
in front of the Holland/Mallock duo, who enjoyed 
their dice in spite of the inevitability of its outcome; 
Divi, whose tyre was very badly chunked at the end, 
admitted to being “‘a bit tired, too’’. Rouff, Dickson 
and Young, and also Lawler and Bancroft, main- 
tained their positions to the end of an interesting 
race, in which Trimmer and Divina shared fastest lap, 
0.2sec outside the record. As she says, she will win a 
Group 8 race soon; if it rains, watch out. 


ShellSport international Championship, round 11 
Brands hatch, August 29 
40 la 104.64 miles 
1, Emilio de Villota (3.0 Mclaren-DFV M23), 56m 27.68, 111.10mph; 
2, Tony Trimmer (3.0 Surtees-DFV TS19), 56m 28.68; 
3, Divina Galica (3.0 Surtees-DFV TS19), 56m 45.48; 
4, Keith Holland (5.0 McRae-Chevroiet GM1), 56m 54s; 
5, Ray Mallock (2.0 Chevron-Hart B40), 56m 54.88; 
6, Tony Rouff (2.0 Rait-Cosworth AT1), 57m 17.88; 

7, Norman Dickson (2.0 March-BMW 772), 57m 21.0s; 8, Gregg 
Young (2.0 Chevron-Hart B40), 57m 33.48; 9, Alo Lawler (2.0 Lola- 
Swindon T462), 39 laps; 10, Wink Bancroft (2.0 Chevron-Hart B40), 39 
faps; 11, Robin Smith (5.0 Lola-Chevrolet T332), 39 faps; 12, Adrian 
Russell (2.0 Lola-Swindon T460), 36 laps. 

Fastest lap: Trimmer and Galica, 1m 23.0s, 113.36mph. 


GROUP 1 
Dron in 
command 


The main supporting race for the ShellSport Interma- 
tional was the tenth round of the Tricentrol British 
Saloon Car Championship, again on the full 2.61-mile 
circuit. Still nursing a badly bruised ankle, Tony Dron 
captured pole position with the Leyland Cars Tr 
umph Dolomite Sprint with a time of 1m 45.0s, over 
0.5sec quicker than his own lap record. His ankle 
hardly troubled him while driving, for he is having 
daily treatment on the damaged limb. In fact be 
thought that by this stage in the season he should be 
going quicker at Brands. Vince 'Woodman was using 
his Spa car to good effect, the Team Esso Uniflo Ford 
Capri being 0.8sec slower than the Dollie. Complet- 
ing the front row, 0.4sec slower than Woodman, was 
Stuart Graham in the Fabergé Racing with Castrol 
Capri. His quickest time was achieved early on with 
hard tyres, as after changing to softer compound tyres 
he found the Capri slower. 

Gerry Marshall’s Dealer Team Vauxhall/Castral 
‘Magnum equalled Graham and he found himself 
alone on the second row. Brian Muir’s Dolomite 
Sprint should have been there, but the Martin Thom- 

as-entered car swallowed some metal in practice, and 

, although the mechanics took out the engine, they 

couldn’t rebuild it in time for the start. Colin Vander- 

vell’s Triplex Capri headed the third row, accompa- 

nied by a couple of Vauxhall Magnums, the Herme- 

tite car of Holman ‘Blackburn and Jeff Allam in the 
Allam Motor Services car. 

Further back Richard Lloyd’s VW Golf was fastest 
in his class by just 0.2sec from Brian Peppers 
Scirocco while, in the smallest class, Richard Long- 
‘man’s works supported Patrick Motors Group Mini 
was 0.8sec quicker than, Bernard Unett’s Mopar 
Chrysler Avenger GT. Tom Walkinshaw’s BMW 
Racing with Castrol BMW 530i only did five laps 
before a front tyre blew at Paddock, and the ensuing 
accident rendered him a non starter. 


FASTEST QUALIFIERS 


Wry? GM seca is eisai ecesctes ct 2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint ...........1 <2 
Vince Woodman... B:0' Ford Calprt .....005:s.ccdsenesneti wna a 
Stuart Graham .............0. 3.0 Ford Capri ........-..... 
Gerry Marshall .... 2.3 Vauxhait Magnum ......... 
Brian Muir’ ....... 2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint 
Colin Vandervell .. 6B,0 Ford Capri ......cccceeceeeeeeee 
Holtman Blackburn .2.3 Vauxhall Magnum . 


Jeff Allam ...........5 2.3 Vauxhall Magnum . 

Phil Dowsett.........csccsrerenens 3.0 Ford Capri .......ccccsecsseees 

Chris Craft ..........scscceceeseens 3.0 Ford Capri ......cccscccscsenee 

Gordon SPice........cccccceeeveee 3.0 Ford Capri .......... errs tt soos 

WITT PLOY. 3. Seies sec ccicedecsctaaas 9:6 Ford Capri aiiicAccccttsscchsivestouneeen «01 482 


* Non-starter. 


RACE 


Birthday boy Tony Dron was really on form and. 
even with a couple of 3-litre Capris beside the 2-litre 
Dolomite on the front row of the grid, Dron still got 
to Paddock first . . . and that’s where he stayed. On 
the first lap he pulled out quite a comfortable cushion 
on Vince Woodman, while behind Colin Vandervell 
had his hands full of Gerry Marshall. Holman Black- 
burn started better than Jeff Allam, but on the second 


The best Group 1 dice was pene the i sSalbed of wike Marshall and Jeff Allam. 


TRICENTROL CHAMPIONSHIP 


BRANDS HATCH 


continued 


lap the Allam Magnum took the Hermetite car, and 
immediately began to chase after Marshall, who was 
giving Vandervell some problems. 

By quarter distance (five laps), Dron could start to 
relax a little for Woodman was falling steadily be- 
hind, and Vandervell was gaining on the Esso Capri. 
Marshall was still pestering Vandervell, while Allam 
was trying hard to gain ground on this duo. Having 
more subdued races than usual were the next three 
Capris: Graham, Chris Craft’s Hammonds Satce car 
and the Gordon Spice Group car of the boss himself. 
They had all got ahead of Blackburn, who dropped 
further behind on the sixth lap with a spin at 
Paddock. 

Down among the two smaller classes, the Lloyd 
Golf was comfortably holding off Pepper, while 
Longman was leading the tiddlers. Bernard Unett 
made a rather bad start but, within a few laps, was on 
the tail of the class leading Mini. 

On the eighth lap Vandervell detached himself 
from the persistent Marshall, and was on the tail of 
Woodman. A couple of laps later, Woodman got 
crossed up at Paddock and, while he was sorting this 
situation out, Vandervell slipped inside to lead the 
big class by Druids, albeit some several seconds 
behind Dron. On the same lap as this happened, 
Marshall and Allam appeared across the startline side 
by side, but the big man had the right line for the 
corner and Allam gave way. 

At half-distance Dron had a comfortable advantage 
on. Vandervell and Woodman, while behind the 
dicing Marshall and Allam, Graham found himself 
with less pressure after-Craft pitted on lap eight for a 
tyre change. Spice was now seventh, ahead of Phil 
Dowsett’s Nu-Luxe Foam Racing Capri, while Black- 
burn had recovered to ninth. Lloyd was still comfort- 
ably ahead of Pepper while a couple of laps before 
half distance Unett inherited the small class lead. 

At the end of the 20 laps the order was the same as 
at half distance. Marshall and Allam continued their 
dicing until three quarters distance when the lappery 
split them up and they finished lsec apart. Dron had 
one of his easiest wins of ths season, 10.6secs ahead of 
Vandervell, who had his rear view mirror full of 
Woodman. Lloyd won his class by 3secs while a little 
less separated Unett and Longman. 

PAUL KING 


Tricentrol British Saloon Car Championship, round 10 
Brands Hatch, 29 August 
20 laps—52.20 miles 
1, Tony Dron (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 35m 34.0s, 88.18mph; 
2, Collin Vandervell (3.0 Ford Capri), 35m 44.6s; 
3, Vince Woodman (3.0 Ford Capri), 35m 44.8s; 
4, Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 35m 46.8s; 
5, Jeff Allam (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 35m 47.88; 
6, Stuart Graham (3.0 Ford Capri), 35m 53.48; 

7, Gordon Spice (3.0 Ford Capri), 35m 54.8s; 8, Phil Dowsett (3.0 
Ford Capri); 36m 46.48; 9, Holman Blackburn (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 
37m 10.48; 10, Derek Lawrence (2.0 Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV), 37m 
12.08. , 

2300-3000cc: 1, Vandervell, 87.75mph; 2, Woodman; 3, Graham; 4, 
Spice: Fastest lap: Spice, Woodman and Vandervell, 1m 46.2s, 
88.60mph. 

1600cc to 2300cc: 1, Dron; 2, Marshall; 3, Allam; 4, Blackburn. 
Fastest lap: Dron, 1m 45.6s, 89.10mph. 

1300cc to 1600cc: 1, Richard Lloyd (1.6 Volkswagen Golf GTi), 
83.93mph; 2, Brian Pepper (1.6 Volkswagen Scirocco GTi); 3, Martin 
Brundle (1.6 Toyota Celica 1600GT); 4, Marc Smith (Renault Alpine). 
Fastest lap: Pepper, 1m 50.6s, 85.07mph (record). 

Up to 1300cc: 1, Bernard Unett, (1.3 Chrysler Avenger GT), 
82.63mph; 2, Ailchard Longman (Longman 1.3 Mini); 3, Rex Greens- 
lade (1.2 Alfa Romeo Alfasud Ti); 4, Alan Curnow (1.3 Longman Mini). 
Fastest lap: Unett, 1m 52.6s, 83.56mph (record). 


SUPPORTING RACES 


Willy T. Ribbs sat on pole position for the first 
Dunlop Star of Tomorrow FF1600 heat on Sunday, a 
clear 1.2secs faster than second man Gilmar Camolisi 
de Souza and 2secs ahead of Martin Flitman, all in 
Royale RP24s. Ribbs, as so often before, rushed off 
into the distance to win by over 13secs from the other 
Scorpion car of Flitman and the orange Steuart 
Veitch-owned car of the Brazilian. Leon Walger 
finished fourth some way ahead of Mike MacKenzie’s 
Hawke. 

The second qualifying race saw Bill Shepherd’s 
immaculate Uniclip Crosslé win from pole position by 
a similar margin over Winfield Scholarship winner 
Jeremy Plunkett’s Crossié. A good dice for third was 
won by Terry Blanchet’s elderly Lotus, which fin- 
ished just ahead of Bill Covey’s Royale. John Davis 
finished fifth after a spin at Graham Hill Bend, and 
Steve Roberts completed the top six places in another 
Scorpion Royale. 

Although the final was scheduled for ten laps, an 
unfortunate incident at Pilgrims Drop involving Leon 
Walger, Robert Schmitt, Terry Blanchet and Colin 
Birkbeck forced its stoppage On the sixth lap. At one 
point the race was to have been rerstarted over the 
full distance, but lack of time precluded this, and 
results were declared at half distance. Shepherd and 
Ribbs, as expected, dominated proceedings, with the 
Weybridge driver defeating the American by 1.2secs. 
Davis was third after a battle with Camolisi de Souza, 
and Walger was placed fifth (despite having been 
removed to hospital with four broken ribs) ahead of 
Blanchet. After the shunt, Schmitt was detained with 
a gashed head, although the other drivers involved 
were unhurt. 

Because of the serious delay during morning prac- 
tice, the ladies in the Evening News ShellSport Escort 
race practised directly before their race which was on 
the club circuit. Alison Davis had one lap of glory 
before pole-person Maggie Anderson took over. Miss 
Anderson drove a good race bearing in mind that she 
rarely races nowadays and that some of her challeng- 
ers race most weekends. In fact the ladies didn’t 
produce much dicing, Davis and Sue Tucker-Peake 
having lonely runs in second and third place. 

Just 24 hours before departing for Japan Divina 
Galica had a busy day, for as well as shining in the 
ShellSport race she took a comfortable win in the 
SodaStream Sports 2000, and she is now able to miss 
a couple or so rounds without too much worry. 
Problems in practice were sorted out in time for the 
race and John Cooper’s Jevons Cooper Group 
Squires Steel Lola chased the Kelly Girl Lola for the 
12 laps finally finishing 2.4secs behind. John Brind- 
ley’s Brindley Fabrics Tiga was third quickest in 
practice but couldn’t maintain that speed in the race. 
Until lap 7 he was third, then, in the space of a couple 
of laps he was fifth, finishing in that position with 
damaged bodywork. John Webb was the first to 
relegate Brindley, his Tiga having been repaired after 
a practice shunt, but his third place only lasted until 
the ninth lap when Chris Alford’s Standard Tyres 
Lola disposed of the Monsieur Rochas car. 

Snetterton victor Derrick Brunt put the Manitou- 
LE 3.0 BMW on pole for the Capital Radio Produc- 
tion Saloon Car round but, after leading at the start, 
he threw it all away at Surtees on the first lap by 
spinning to the back of the field, nearly taking off 
Jock Robertson’s Opel Commodore in the process. 
All this left a surprised Tony Lanfranchi in the lead 
with his BMW having started from the third row. 


Mike Smith’s Century Oils Capri was chasing hard on | 


Fastest Capri men this week were Colin Vandervell and Vince Woodman. 


Divina leads Jean Céaper’ at Stirlings during the Sours 
2000 event. 


the first lap but he made a mistake at Paddock on lap 
two and finished up against the armco, very lucky to 
still be on four wheels. Robertson had sorted the 
Mayfair Opel out after its first lap problems, and was 
on Lanfranchi’s tail. This dice was resolved on the 
fifth lap when Lanfranchi sorted the field out at 
Surtees again, going off into the armco. It put 
Robertson in a safe lead, and left Barrie Williams’ 


._London Sports Car Centre Capri in second place, 


closely attended by David Taylor’s Manitou-LE 
BMW and Rod Birley’s Capri. Williams’ Capri only 
lasted another couple of laps, however, before the 
back axle broke and he was out, leaving Taylor to 
finish second 4.2secs behind the Mayfair Opel. Rob- 
ertson was later disqualified as the Opel’s ride height 
was too low, but he is appealing. Brunt in the 
meantime was making rapid progress, but he was 
being scrutinised closely and at half distance he was 
given the caution flag for not driving within the kerbs. 
He was further delayed by another spin at Surtees but 
rallied on again, and on the last lap he got inside 
Birley at his favourite corner to eventually finish 
third. 

The last race promised to be one of the best and we 
weren’t disappointed. A round of the Townsend 
Thoresen Formula Ford Championship with a full 
grid on the long circuit. The two works Van Diemens 
occupied the front two positions, Don MacLeod on 
pole, with Chico Serra alongside. However, you 
couldn’t discount the first three rows. In fact it was 
Mike Blanchet’s works Lola that led the gaggle at the 
end of the first lap, but it was the Brazilian who took 
over for the next two, Blanchet dropping to fourth 
behind MacLeod and Rick Morris’ Hawke. MacLeod 
took over on the fourth lap and he immediately 
pulled out some distance on his South American team 
mate, who was furiously holding off Morris. Serra 
however, was soon on his Scottish team mate’s tail 


and on lap 8 he was leading again, and this time it was 


for good, any last ditch effort by MacLeod being 
thwarted as there were yellow flags at Clearways. 
Morris stayed ahead of Blanchet to finish third while 
James Weaver recovered from a spin at Paddock to 


bring his Hawke up to fifth place. PAUL KING 


BRSCC Dunlop Star of Tomorrow FF1600 round, Heat 1 (7 laps): 
1, Willy T. Ribbs (Royale-Scholar RP24), 12m 3s, 91.09mph; 2, Martin 
Flitman (Royale-Scholar RP24), 12m 16.8s; 3, Gilmar Camolesi de 
Souza (Royale-Minister RP24), 12m 17.6; 4, Leon Walger (Crosslé- 
Minister 30F), 12m 23.4s. Fastest lap: Ribbs, 1m 42s, 92.24mph. 

BRSCC Dunlop Star of Tomorrow FF1600 round, Heat 2 (7 laps): 
1, Bill Shepherd (Crossié-Minister 30F), 12m 4s, 90.87mph; 2, Jeremy 
Plunkett (Crossi6-Rowinad SOF), 12m 17.88; 3, Terry Blanchet (Lotus- 
Minister 61M), 12m 21.28; 4, Bill Covey (Royale-Minister RP21), 12m 
21.6s. Fastest lap: Shepherd, 1m 41.4s, 92.79mph. 

BRSCC Dunlop Star of Tomorrow FF1600 Championship Final 
(at 5 laps): 1, Shepherd, 8m 38.8s, 90.68mph; 2, Ribbs, 8m 46.88; 5, 
Walger, 8m 52.4s; 6, Blanchet, 8m 53.4s. Fastest lap: Ribbs, 1m 
42.4s, 92.97mph. 

Evening News SheilSport Escort Ladies Race (10 laps, short 
circuit): 1, Maggie Anderson, 10m 50.4s, 66.62mph; 2, Alison Davis, 
10m 54.6s; 3, Sue Tucker-Peake, 10m 57.2s; 4, Glenys Atkins, 11m 
06.0s; 5, Rachel Goate, 11m 23.6s; 6, Carolyn Grant-Sale, 11m 25.2s. 
Fastest lap: Anderson, 1m 03.6s, 68.13mph. 

SodaStream Sports 2000 Champlonship (12 laps): 1, Divina 
Galica (Lola T490), 19m 24.0s, 97.00mph; 2, John Cooper (Lola-Alan- 
Smith T490), 19m 26.2s; 3, Chris Alford (Lola-Neil Brown T490), 19m 
55.0s; 4, John Webb (Tiga-Nelson SC77), 19m'58.8s; 5, John Brindley 
(Tiga SC77), 20m 02.4s; 6, Mike Ostroumoff (Lola-Alan Smith T490), 
20m 02.6s. Fastest lap: Galica, 1m 35.6s, 98.42mph a 
record). 

Capital Radio Production Saloon Car Championship (15 laps): 
Overall and 2301 to 3000cc: 1, Jock Robertson (2.8 Opel Commo- 
dore), 29m 39.8s, 79.30mph; 2, David Taylor (3.0 BMW Si), 29m 44.0s; 
3, Derrick Brunt (3.0 BMW Si), 29m 59.0s; 4, Rod Birtley (3.0 Ford 
Capri), 30m 00.8s. Fastest lap: Brunt, 1m 56.8s, 80.56mph. Up to 
2300cc: 1, Tony Hill (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 77.51 mph; 2, Gerry 
Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum); 3, David Yates (2.0 Mazda RX3). 
Fastest lap: Hil, 7m 59.0s. 73.07mph 
Resu'ts are provisional pending the outcome of an appea’ 

Tounsend Thoreesr Formule Ford 1600 Championship (10 
aps): *. Francisco Chico Sets [Ver DemenScoler SFT7). 16> 
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The Outsider 


Astonishing performance, without pace notes, by ‘outsider’ Hamalainen—Alen’s Fiat sidelined in controversial 
circumstances after leading for half the rally—Disastrous event for Saab teams—Shattering pace and poor 
weather conditions decimate entry—Heavy police activity during practice causes problems—Ford now lead Fiat 
by six points in WCR race—Report: PETER NEWTON—Photography: HUGH BISHOP 


Some weeks ago, Allan Wilkinson spent a 
while in Finland testing with Vatanen on 
some suitable loose roads near Ari’s home. 
They invited a third member of their team 
along with them, 32-year-old Kyosti 
Hamalainen, a Finnish Group One Ford 
driver whose lack of English and general 
reticence have made him (rather than his 
impressive RS2000 performances) an al- 
most completely unknown quantity. Kyosti 
is not a popular figure among fellow Finns 
and thinly veiled rumours or allegations of 
illegal practising have persistently sur- 
rounded his giant-killing exploits for Ford 
(Finland) in Group One (the 1000 Lakes is 


the sole practice event existing in Finland— 


all others are run with secret routes). 

The truth of the matter appears to be 
somewhat less sensational but equally inter- 
esting. Haimalainen is dedicated to driving. 
He has a wife and children at home, yet still 
manages as much as four hours of night 
driving at least three times per week. If 
there is fog or low-lying mist curling off the 
silent lakes and among the trees, then so 
much the better. Kyosti has made it his 
business to know the roads of Finland; he 
appears to have little interest in competi- 
tion outside the boundaries of his own 
country, and professes to be demoralised 
by heights or drops as are so often found in 
other European rally territory. Those for- 
tunate few of us who were privileged to 
watch him flinging his car nonchalantly 
through the trees at 120mph last weekend 
might find sach sentiments hard to believe, 
but Kyosti is 2 determined worker. a dedi- 


more about Finland’s vast complex of loose 
surfaced public roads than anyone, and 
certainly any other rally driver. 

In common with a number of top Finnish 
professionals he practises for the 1000 
Lakes alone, and commits his discoveries 
exclusively to memory. Where Kyosti dif- 
fers, however, is that other professionals 
also have their co-driver’s notes to ‘refresh’ 
their photographic reconstruction of 
special stages: Kyosti drives without notes; 
this weekend he even drove withorv‘ an 
intercom, and only a map was require by 
his co-driver! 

However, the scent: ‘* last weekem + 
extraordinary triumph w;_ s<t during és: 
ing. Kyosti was stepping into a G4 car. . 
the first time in five years (his one prior 
drive resulting in an accident). Allan and 
Ari had found a suitable loop for purposes 
of consistent feedback and Vatanen, trying 
very hard, had been lapping in 1m 18s. He 
drove slowly back and Kyosti climbed in; a 
slim, almost insignificant figure behind the 
wheel. His first flying lap, without appar- 
ent effort, was recorded at 1m 18s. Ford 


were immeasurably encouraged and de- | 


spite nagging misgivings, felt that their 
final preparations were proceeding along 
the right lines. 

They were not, however, prepared for 
the astonishing performance of their new 
‘recruit’ last weekend, especially in the 
aftermath of Vatanen’s early retirement. 
Kyosti accepted the remorseless chase of 
Markku Alen through the first night, chip- 
ping away at the Fiat driver’s lead. The two 
then fought a fierce battle across the vast 


expanses of flat Finnish forests that will be’ 
remembered for many years. As conditions - 


deteriorated on the second and the final 
loop, the Ford began to increase the pres- 
sure, and it soon became clear that Alen 
could not resist the che” -ze much longer. 
On SS28 (Enonlabt’ §yosti slipped past 
and began to e~- .. away from his vastly 
more experienc iversary, much to the 
jubilation of B: am. Six stages later, 
while the RS18ui’ disappeared into the 
sheeting mist and rain, Markku Alen’s Fiat 
landed on a rock lurking in the track on the 
far side of a blind 150kph brow. With its 
suspension compressed on touchdown, the 
blue and yellow car hurtled over the 12in 
wide obstacle, smashing oil pump, a brake 
disc, front and rear suspension plus two 
wheels and tyres as Markku fought to 
regain control of the wildly gyrating and 
stricken Fiat. He finally brought it under 
command and to a stop 300 yards farther 
up the track where he changed tyres and 
limped off the stage losing over seven 
minutes. 


Honour wes all that could possibly be 


Surprise winner! 


was repaired, the rev limiter removed and 
Markku, his mood as dark and foreboding 
as the skies above the trees, set four lurid 
winning stage times before the twincam 16- 
valve engine let go under the stress, blow- 
ing a hole in the cylinder block and taking 
with it the chance of a place—a dubious 
honour which he would almost certainly 
not have contemplated seriously. It seems 
likely in any case that Alen’s engine suf- 
fered irreparable damage as a result of the 
oil pump breakage, but in the Fiat camp, 
foul play was loudly assumed to be the 
cause of the disaster. The rock, we heard, 
had been strategically placed in the stage 
between the passage of the Course Car and 
car number one (Alen); furthermore it had 
deliberately been placed in the landing zone 
of a high speed yump; in addition the police 
were alleged to be questioning a witness 
who had seen three vandals maliciously 
engaged in moving the rock into pla- 
ce...the offending stone was without 
further ado brought to the Press Office, an 
impromptu conference delivered and a pro- 
test lodged in Italian. 

Tension, histrionics and emotion, run- 
ning high at this point on Sunday morning, 
were allowed to abate naturally as the day 
progressed. Examination of the stone al- 
leged to be the cause of accident revealed 
little save a smal] black mark on one side. 
Of flat and oval shape, it was scarcely 3in 
high, though well over 12in long. Contro- 
versy, it seems, is never far away. Force 
majeure prevailed and the protest (which 
wonlkd not im any caw heave altered ony- 


Finns are 2 bard, unrelenting and self-confident 
race. To win the 1000 Lakes means something to 
them which can scarcely be comprehended by ‘good 
losers’ like the British. Finnish philosophy is the exact 
antithesis of the ‘good loser’ syndrome. To win the 
1000 Lakes is not just to be king of Finland, it is to be 
king of the entire rally world—the ultimate pinnacle. 


This is an event that has been the exclusive preserve - 


of national drivers for many years, and furthermore it 
is an event hitherto won by established international 
stars—the big money earners: Makinen, Mikkola, 
Alen... these men have been synonymous with a 
rally for heroes; a furious competitive trial of strength 
which even the drivers refer to as ‘the Finnish Grand 
Prix’. It is racing in the forest on a scale and at a 
velocity which will shock and stun the British visitor 
on his first acquaintance. Those used to British 
rallying must rapidly readjust their fields of focus, 
both physically and mentally, to encompass the 
spectrum of practised forest racing among the most 
competitive collection of bitterly determined sports- 
men in rallying. It is a sight one does not forget easily 
and neither is it difficult to appreciate why Finns keep 
this event ‘in the family’. 


The 1000 Lakes is of course a driver’s rally. At 


Monte Carlo one needs a Stratos; Safari is nothing 
but a lottery spinning in the hands of fate; but up here 
in the weak sunlight among Europe’s northern forests 
it is still a matter of personalities, of tenacity, 
dedication and iron will. Cars tend to assume a lesser 
role on this rally. Of course they must achieve a basic 
high level of competence and they must handle 
properly, but 10/10ths driving is everything, and the 
flat nature of the country allows enormous speed to 
be kept up. There are no tactics, no ‘after yous’ and 
no excuses. The spectacle is not one to be missed. 

Increasingly, practising is becoming an antisocial 
activity, even in a country considerably larger than 
the British Isles yet with a population of just 4.6 
million. Soon, one suspects, practising will become a 
thing of the past and the route will be kept ‘secret’, 
but while it prevails, the organisers must bend over 
backwards to appease the police and assist them in 
their activities to restrain speeding. Never less than 
zealous in the performance of their duty, Finnish 
police, acting in co-ordination and with the co- 
operation of the organisers, have ever more ruthlessly 
attacked the speeding problem, both before and 
during the course of the 1000 Lakes event. 

This year a blanket limit of 50kph was imposed on 
all special stages which were open for practice from 
August 8 when the roadbook was issued. No Group 
Four cars were allowed on to stages during training, 
and the counter measures against detection normally 
taken by competitors (eg, shortwave radios tuned to 
police frequencies, or radar detectors) were circum- 
vented this year by a system of stopwatches and ex- 
army field telephones. Often the watchers from 
among the trees were ‘infiltrated’ into apparently 
innocent track-side houses or heavily camouflaged 
under combat netting, etc. The general feeling among 
the competitors was that the charade had finally 
overstepped the mark and when first a young Group 
One driver, and then Leo Kinnunen were ‘trapped’, 
widespread dissent followed. 

Equally it was clear that certain drivers and teams 
did regularly practise at rally speeds, using ‘guards’ 
with radios on entries and exits to stages, plus an 
advanced party of ‘scouts’. Such activities were al- 
most always undertaken at night, and it seems there 
must be a change to a secret route in the very near 
future. 

-Practice is everything on the 1000 Lakes route and 
top drivers find it especially beneficial to practise at 
rally speeds in order to be able to accurately judge the 
huge yumps correctly, and cope with the ever- 
changing surfaces of Finnish roads. Driving over a 
blind hillock at 30mph and doing it again at 120 poses 
wildly differing problems and accurate judgment of 
‘lines’, braking points and take-off velocities have to 
be gauged as part of the business. The 1000 Lakes is 
in short a surprisingly scientific rally, and as cars 
become more sophisticated and speeds higher, so the 
need to prepare properly becomes ever more vital. 
To drive 10,000kms in training is nothing unusual 
among leading lights. Ham#ladinen drove 12,000kms, 
and frequently drivers can be seen practising either 
together or alone. Co-drivers will perhaps go over the 
route ‘only’ twice or three times, once to make and 
once to check their notes. Mistakes on the 1000 Lakes 
are almost invariably catastrophic and can be fatal, it 
is thus easy to understand the drivers’ point of view as 
well as that of the organisers. 

This year’s route was much more compact than of 
late, the 46 stages (comprising just under 300 com- 
petitive miles) being rather more closely arranged in 
two loops around the town of Jyvaskyla in central 
Finland (or more correctly, its sattelite suburb, Laa- 

javuori).'The character of the event is also gradually 
changing. The infamous jumps and blind brows are 
still there in some measure, but a number of the really 
violent sections have been deleted im order to protect 
lower gumpbess from the results of thez ows folly. I- 


Above: Saaristo’s confidence in his car grew with each passing stage. Below: Bjorn Waldegaard never intended & 
take on the Finns at their own game. A consistent drive as ‘anchor man’ was rewarded with third overall. 
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rower, rougher tests which several drivers felt to be 
out of character with the rally (by British standards 
these are still wide) and SSi3 (Rutajarvi) was gener- 
ally felt to be rough enough to be deleted entirely. 
But only one stage was in fact cancelled before the 
rally. There were a total of 18 tests scheduled for part 
one, which started on Friday evening and finished on 
Saturday morning. Crews were then allowed a short 
six-hour halt back at HO (Rantasipi Hotel) before the 
second half (28 stages) ran through Saturday after- 
noon and irito Sunday morning. Survivors were 
expected back at 09.00. 

Such is the vital importance attached to practice, 
that one gets the impression that this rally is half over 
before it starts, and there is an almost eerie quality in 
the days prior to the event. Out there along the 
marching skyline of endless deciduous and conifer 
forests, beside the shores of the still, black lakes, the 
silence is uncanny. A glassy.calm punctuated by a 
rising trout, the distant sound of axe on wood. Yet 
somewhere out there are five or more drivers who 
know they are going to win a most brutal of rally 
contests held along these seemingly unexplored 
tracks. The forest floor reaches out toward the 
Russian border-in the east, the roads go to nowhere. 
The feeling of impending tumult is astonishing as the 
pressure builds up to this one weekend in late 
August. It is the kind of pressure which few British 
drivers will have ever experienced—the consumma- 
tion of a mammioth work load, the possibility of being 
able to influence a dream. The 1000 Lakes is a very 
Finnish affair. 


ENTRY | 


Ford came to Finland with three cars for Ari 
Vatanen, Bjorn Waldegaard and Kyosti Hamélainen. 
Ari was widely tipped for victory, especially after the 
galling treatment he received in the local press after 
the recent Swiss Rally (in which Haméaldinen finished 
first overall and Ari fourth). Vatanen worked unstint- 
ingly at his practice, driving all through the night on 
many occasions. By contrast Bjorn Waldegaard, who 
mever ever saw a chance of seriously challenging the 
Finns on their home ground, had been taking life at 
something of a less frenetic pace. He drove to orders, 
and became the anchor man of the team. Haéméa- 
ldinen, even after the Swiss Rally victory, was regard- 
ed with some concealed misgivings by the team and 
virtually disregarded by others. How could he possi- 
bly challenge the establishment? 

The cars themselves differed only in detail from 
prior appearances, but differ they did in most telling 
fashion. Boreham’s problems of late have centred on 
the new single-plated clutch. The normal triple plate 
types as used in Greece had proved too weak for the 
job in hand (Roger’s having to be changed, and 
Bjorn’s only just making the finish intact) while the 
latest single plate type, with which they tackled the 
Safari and which though marginally heavier is intrinsi- 
cally more durable, gave trouble in Africa. In Vic 
Preston’s car the clutch had apparently been driven, 


Not too subtle perhaps, but the presence of these 
charming canine friends not only ensures that 
spectators are protected from themselves but that they 
also pay as well! 


and had shifted the pressure plate, perhaps as a result 
of a missed, gearchange, Bjorn’s car by contrast 
completed the Safari route with negligible clutch 
wear, but as an added precaution, his car for the 1000 
Lakes (the usual RS1800 from Greece and Portugal) 
had been modified so as to give constant tensioning 
on the bearing—in effect this meant a self-adjusting 
clutch. The move proved to be a complete success 
and Boreham cars will all be so equipped in future. 
Ironically, Ari’s rally was to end in clutch failure and 
the bell housing of the seemingly fated ‘POO 504R’ 
had been punched through, perhaps as a result of 
sheared flywheel bolts. 

The Hart engines were all to 245bhp specification 
fitted with foam air cleaners which are currently used 
on dry(!) events (rather than the paper element type) 
and axles were fitted with a brace as seen in Greece 
plus 5.1 differential ratios. The fact that this ratio is 
actually a production build rather than a special ‘one- 
off’ guarantees considerably more reliability in cast- 
ing and metal working. Rear springs on the Panhard 
rod axles were five leaf (rather than six as seen in 
Greece) and the rear damping was much stiffer to 
cope with the rigours of the yumps, etc. 

The cars all sat one inch lower than in Greece, and 
new wheels equipped with reinforced beading on the 
inner rims were being debuted. The wheels are and 
will be exclusive to Boreham cars; the team having 
learnt a hard lesson from the Acropolis where no less 
than 36 wheels were fit only for scrap after the first 
day! In addition, Kyosti’s car (which has been driven 
this year by Ari on Finnish events and in ice racing) 
had been fitted with a rather larger load bearing area 
above the spring seats of the front struts. 

Both Kyosti and Bjorn enjoyed a largely trouble- 
free run, although the latter visited a ditch during the 
early hours of the final morning, bending the steering 
rack, steering arm and breaking a TCA. Only the 
latter could be changed in the time available, and 
Bjorn drove the final stages with a bent rack, etc. 
Kyosti had no major problems aside from an out-of- 
balance propshaft (owing to incessant assault from 
stones) which was changed in the early hours of 
Sunday morning; a faulty alternator pack, and a 
failure in the five-speed gearbox which was caused by 
fourth gear spinning on its shaft. For the final nine 
stages Kyosti missed fourth gear out of his reper- 
toire . . . he was only fastest on eight of them! 

After a bleak start, Boreham enjoyed another 
excellent event during which it became obvious that 
the Escort still holds an edge over the Fiat; especially 
in wet, loose and slippery conditions. The team’s 
worries were largely confined to some private doubts 
about Kyosti’s ability to sustain such a furious assault 
and then hold his lead. They need not have worried. 
For Kyosti’s part, he has learnt several new ‘English’ 
words (which we hope he doesn’t use on unsuspecting 
British tourists!) and he accepted both the task and 


the challenge with unassuming self-confidence . . . a. 


remarkable man. 

During initial sorties to Finland, dry conditions and 
hard dusty stages had indicated that A2s would be 
priority wear. Accordingly the bulk of Dunlop’s load 
consisted of these tyres. However in the intervening 
weeks, a wet Finnish summer had altered priorities 
somewhat, and M&S proved to be all but universally 
adopted. Both Kyosti and Bjorn had identical re- 
quirements at all times—on 6in front wheels and 7in 
rears. Ordinary textile-braced covers in 175/13 and 
195/13 sizes predominated, but for the longest stage 
(SS32—35kms) steel-braced 195 M&S as first seen in 
Portugal and Safari were used on the rear only. For 
$S25 which incorporated 9kms of tarmac, A2s on 6in 


wheels were used. There were no punctures and the 


wet stages aided wear rates considerably. It was 
hardly surprising that on Sunday evening John Hor- 
ton was a happy man. 

Fiat came to Finland trailing this momentous WCR 
struggle by four points. To rectify this situation they 
had entered five 131 Abarth Mirafioris for Markku 
Alen, Timo Makinen, Timo Salonen, Hannu Valta- 
harju and as something of a publicity gambit, the 
inexperienced 21-year-old Tatu Vatanen. His elder 
brother was heard to remark uncharitably that such a 
move might be rather similar to placing a private pilot 
at the controls of a Boeing 747! Valtaharju’s car was 
the most interesting of the bunch, for it was on this 
machine that some of Fiat’s ideas for San Remo were 
being tested. Principal among them was a dry sump 
kit which gave them another 10bhp and significantly 
improved weight distribution; while there were also 
camshaft changes which further boosted power. This 
car was thought to possess some 235bhp in all. By 
contrast, Tatu’s car was of an ex-Salonen Finnish 
vintage and was certainly not prepared to the stan- 
dards set by the other four. However, the ‘contract’ 
must be some kind of record. Is Tatu the first man to 
accept a factory contract without an international 
licence? 

All the Fiats had benefited from yet another 
derivative of the ubiquitous Pirelli P7. This variety 


was more 2kin to an A2 in its function and compound 


and was emphatically only suitabie for use m pace 
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might have had with this tyre. It has been developed 
following testing with the Chequered Flag car over 
here, and comes in a 205/50 15in size. The very low 
profile and equally wide section are a revelation for 
gravel road rally tyres, and it is easy to understand 
their unsuitability to secret route events—rather like 
trying to drive an F1 car through Dovey! This rubber 
is expected to be used again in Canada. 

All the cars save that of Tatu had another set of 
brand new driveshafts / following the disasters in 
Greece (which were due, as suspected, to faulty 
castings) and the team were confident of success from 
their powerful five-Finn line-up. 

Team Toyota Europe entered two cars, a Celica for 
Mikkola (this car was effectively new, having com- 
pleted only one small rally in France with Therier at 
the wheel) and a Corolla coupé for Markku Saaristo, 
whose excellent adventures in Skodas on British 
rallies have gained him such a respectful following 
here. This Corolla-was driven by Mikkola on the 
Swedish where it made its debut. Torque figures for 
the 1600cc engine have benefited enormously from a 
new Schnitzer manifold system, and as a result the 
185bhp coupé is far easier to drive. 

Both Hannu and Markku had completed the most 
painstaking of recces and the latter was positively 
bubbling over at the prospect of a really powerful car. 
He was no less enthused after a brief 150km thrash on 
the eve of the event—‘‘the straights, they are so much 
shorter now’. Hannu himself had been in some 
quandary, initially, over which car to drive. The 
Corolla, he thought, might suit this 1000 Lakes better 
than the bulky Celica. In the event he chose the 
bigger car and suffered another mysterious failure, 
this time a clutch. 

Saab (Sweden) and Saab (Finland) arrived with 99s 
on carburettors for their drivers: Stig Blomqvist, Per 
Eklund, Simo Lampinen and Tapio Rainio. It was a 
prelude to disaster, as none of these heavyweights 
finished the rally; Stig had his now customary brush 
with Finnish law enforcement minions, and none of 
the drivers expressed any confidence or real enthusi- 
asm for the future. Simo lasted longest, surviving a 
myriad of persistent troubles before succumbing to 
gearbox failure only eight stages from home. Jari 
Vilkas the third Saab (Finland) driver, had not been 
entered by the factory on this occasion but had been 
on the list to drive a BMW. He had apparently been 
entered without his knowledge by his father, and 
decided that he would rather not drive the car. 

DTV brought a brand new Chevette from Shepreth 
for Pentti Airikkala. The car, which was the subject 
of much last-minute work on its arrival, was in similar 
specification to that used by the Finn on the Burmah 
recently. Pentti remarked that the engine was now 
particularly impressive with a widened torque band, 
but the team were destined to have problems from 
the outset. Bilstein shock absorbers, which had been 
ordered to be sent to Finland direct, arrived at the 
last moment (on Wednesday) in Helsinki. When the 
crate was opened on the first evening of the rally, it 
was discovered with horror that the consignment 
contained nothing but new units for Group One 
Magnums! Thus Pentti was forced to start on used 
shock absorbers, and with precious few new ones in 
reserve. After five stages a further problem arose in 
relation to the nylon bush between the outer and 
inner steering column (which is situated near the 
exhaust manifold on the left-hand-drive car). Howev- 
ex, it was most probably the lack of efficent Gampmmng 
wixh contributed so 2 umrversa] joo fadere a the 
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Above: In the pouring rain, Per Eklund left-foots the heavy black Saab through a long righthander. All works 
Saab efforts came to nought. Below: Markku Alen wrung every ounce of speed from his Fiat in a desperate 
effort to retain the lead. It was not enough. Bottom: Tatu Vatanen into orbit. The young Finn’s international 
debut was short but spectacular. 


German factory to Finland at the time of his speeding 
offence. As a result he lodged an appeal against 
disqualification from the rally, and the Stewards 
allowed him to start pending a further meeting. 
should he finish. 

The specialist nature of the 1000 Lakes makes ite 
very and almost exclusively Finnish affair but the 
Russian FAS concern entered three Lada 1300s white 
there were four Moskvichs, including one for them 
best driver, Stasis Brundza. In addition there wer 
several Finns in Konela-entered (the Finnish impor 
er of Soviet cars) Ladas plus two works Wartburg: 
and three of those dashing twin cylinder 600ce 
Trabants.... 


RALLY 


Kinnunen it was who initiated a train of events to 
provide the opening dramas on a warm and fine 
Friday evening. The series 6f yumps in Humalamaki 
(SS2) are notorious indeed, and on the most vicious 
of these the Carrera landed heavily on its tail, the 
impact dislodging, the throttle cable. The Porsche 
coasted to a halt whereupon Jorma Pulkonen leapt 
out and perched in the boot, holding the cable in its 
spindle. Leo spluttered precariously on, and had just 
disappeared over another steep brow when Ham#- 
ldinen came flying flat-out over the crest behind him. 
On being confronted by the almost stationary Porsche 
roadblock, Kyosti tried to avoid the obstacle while 
braking heavily. He failed, and the Escort nosed into 
the Porsche doing superficial damage to both but 
fortunately no physical damage to Jorma . . . besides 
the greatest fright of his life! 

The first four tests were, as expected, fought over 
tenaciously; the rally being led by a combination of 
Airikkala, Makinen, Alen, Vatanen and Himéléinen 
during this period. Gradually, however, Markku 
asserted himself as favourites began to falter. First 
Vatanen’s clutch exploded in Urria after only three 


stages, and as the night drew in, Mikkola also 


withdrew from the fray. The Toyota's clutch had been 
refusing to clear from the start of the third stage. The 
adjustment was taken up but it persisted during the 
following test. The team found no more adjustment 
available on the clutch and so deliberately slipped & 
while revving the car strongly in first gear, all of 
which appeared to cure it once more. In the middle of 
SS5, however, the clutch mysteriously stopped the 
drive, Ove Andersson remarked resignedly that “Ive 
never known anything like it in my life. ...butits 
another new experience I suppose’’. 

Timo Makinen had also dropped qut by now. 
Mechanics had been viewing his underbonnet oil 
catch tank with concern from the start; but Timo 
seemed in great form and was mixing it with the 
heroes when the lights inexplicably dimmed on SS6, 
and simultaneously a peculiar smell percolated 
through to the cockpit. The engine went sick and im 
the final two kilometres of the stage it virtually seized 
altogether and Timo switched off to coast over the 
line. A cursory review of the underbonnet space 
revealed a hole in the block and vast quantities of off 
over the electrics. 

Airikkala was now being troubled by an expandimg 
nylon bush in the steering column, which owing to the 
intense heat transfered upwards through the columm 
itself from the exhaust manifold, was now pressamg 
tightly between inner and outer columns. DTV made 
ready to change the entire steering column, and after 
15 stages substituted their precious new set of shock 
absorbers. However, it seems that the damage had 
already been done, and the pounding wrought by the 
yumps and transmitted through the propshaft ac- 
counted for the u/j failure at the axle end of the 
propshaft after 17 stages, and just before the halt. 
Pentti later remarked drily that ‘‘the main fuse 
broke’. Eager journalists then clamoured to have 
these electrical problems expounded further! 

Both works Saab teams were already in deep 
water. The night was still young when Lampinen’s 
first electrical failure occurred. An alternator packed 
up on SS5, but without headlights he managed to 
follow Timo Salonen out of the test where the 
offending unit was changed. He had scarcely resumed 
when the main leads came loose at the back of the 
new alternator. Simo stopped to attend to the trow- 
ble, attempting to fix them without any proper 
clamps. The Saab eventually limped out of the stage 
with a maximum, only to sustain gear selector failure 
on the very next test! Simo finally found third gear 
and not daring to change again, limped to the end. By 
this time he was now running among cars in the Sas. 
and the rough stages were cutting up badly. After tie 
halt he received two punctures in successive Stages 
before finally succumbing to gearbox failure os 
Sunday morning, having acquired a total of seven 
punctures en route. How did he like the new 99? 
“This car gives you nothing; there is no respite. At 
present it is too heavy at the front and even on the 
straights there is no precision, you have to fight it ike 
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The others may not have said as much, but it was 
jear that they held similar sentiments. Eklund’s rear 
xle had been bent by the pounding of the yumps and 
¢ had also suffered from a rotor arm failure due to 
ibration over the rough. The axle was changed 
yithout trouble in 15 minutes but the seemingly 
erennial Saab bugbear struck five stages later when 
he strain of 220bhp through that crown wheel and 
anion proved too much. Rainio had already disap- 
seared before the halt with a similar failure, and so 
po had Blomqvist who had a cracked sump after a 
matticularly heavy landing, and been off on SS13. 


during the excursion he punctured a tyre after hitting 


rock and dislodged the rotor arm of the distributor. 
While all these maladies were being rectified he went 
YTL; a very disappointed man. Even the prospect of 
he RAC did not seem to register with much 
mthusiasm. 

By this time Hamaldinen was well and truly in his 
tride. Kyosti seems to drive his G4 car with similar 
lisregard for the central pedal as he does in G1. On 
tages he was as spectacular to watch as Vatanen two 
rears ago—but faster. He never once bothered with 


wake bias control and before the halfway halt had ~ 


lipped past Airikkala and halted Alen’s escape. The 
ap never widened further than 41 seconds (after 
$$15) and by halfway and the coming of the rains, the 
ap was exactly half a minute. 

Timo Salonen was well in touch with the duelling 
air; but when battle was rejoined and the struggle 
ntensified during Saturday afternoon, the two drew 
way into a private session of immense proportions. 
m the slippery conditions there was simply nothing 
hat Markku could find to stay ahead of the charging 
%S1800 and remorselessly, inexorably the Escort 
Josed in at between two and five seconds a stage. 
With superior traction in the wet, the Ford looked far 
sasier to control, and only by really desperate efforts 
ould Alen even equal Hiamildinen’s consistently 
lectrifying times. 

The pressure on the experienced Fiat driver was 
xow immense. He was about to be relieved of a 
fctory that at one point seemed assured. For Alen: 
werything to lose, the prize slipping away. For 
Himdaldinen: everything to gain. The two teams 
watched their respective charges almost in 
we... .surely this ‘outsider’ wasn’t going to stay on 
he track, and take Markku Alen. Kyosti was certain- 
y driving like a man possessed, and, his lines fre- 
yuently included banks and ditches, but he was 


winning the battle, and Italian hopes dampened 
further with each successive onslaught from the 
sheeting rains. “ 
On SS27 the gap was down to two seconds, and on 
the following stage the inevitable occurred—the Ford 
driver was through with a three second lead between 
himself and last year’s 1000 Lakes winner. The gap 
stood at 11 seconds when the incident of foul play was 
alleged to have taken place. Exactly what was the line 
of thought behind the protest is still not clear. 
Perhaps in the remote possibility of the stage being 
scrubbed the Italians hoped to retrieve the situation 
by removing Alen’s rev limiter and instructing him to 
go crazy. Mamma Mia! This he did. Once the damage 
caused by his accident had been repaired, and with an 
engine now said to be vibrating badly, Alen went 
onto 11/10s, into the realms of the unknown. Having 
lost 6m 30s (plus 90 seconds of road penalty) changing 
tyres and struggling off the test as best he could, the 


They’re playing our tune . . . Mauri Lindell, the epit- 
ome of Finnish rallying organization, consults his short 
wave radio during scrutineering. 


Fiat now howied through the woods, its driver totally 
oblivious to the revs on the telltale. In three stages be 
had taken 17 seconds out of Kyosti. It could not lest 
of course and the car staggered through SS40 on three 
cylinders in its dying throes. Alen never reached the 
end of the stage under the engine’s ebbing power; a 
large hole in the cylinder block saw to that. 

Salonen meanwhile was driving splendidly, doing 
the job he had been instructed to perform, in similar 
fashion to his Ford counterpart on this rally—Bjorn 
Waldegaard. Tatu Vatanen of course had long since 
departed the scene. A heavy landing on SS7 jammed 
the throttle wide open, lost him the use of his 
headlights and bent both steering arms. He had 
however managed to impress during his short drive. 
We will shortly be seeing Tatu in England so perhaps 
it’s too early to make any value judgments. Hannu 
Valtaharju was, however, running a strong fourth 
when. his clutch failed with 10 stages still to go. Fiat 
mechanics swarmed over the car like lemmings in 
their bid to change it, and ne continued with all 
possible haste. He was unlucky enough to book into 
the final time control a scant 15 seconds outside his 
maximum 30 minutes lateness. 

Saaristo, in the little Corolla had been going really 
well during the second half of the rally having 
perfected the measure of the car without ever realis- 
ing its full potential. He had thoroughly enjoyed his 
drive in a car with which he was utterly delighted. His 
only troubles occurred when the limited slip differen- 
tial failed on two occasions, the second of which cost 
him road penalties. having been closely associated 
with Skodas and Simcas in the past, Markku is only 
too well aware now that one of those old adages does 
not necessarily prove to be true. .“you know, 
when drivers say, ‘if only I had a good car then I could 
win’—well it’s not true. This is an absolutely fantastic 
car, but you still need time”. One would like to think 
that he will get it. 

While commiseration and celebration found com- 
mon ground in alcohol, the two team managers did 
their talking. After a classic battle such as this, the 
vast resources in money and manpower and the 
physical efforts of all concerned the gap had widened 
between the two sides by a paltry two points! Daniele 
Audetto checked his immaculate stride a moment, 
face dead pan; ‘“‘now we have to win Canada, San 
Remo and Corsica—ees a leetle more deeficult now, 
but ees exciting, no?” 

Exciting to be sure, and stimulating for a sport so 
obviously growing in boardroom stature. Peter Ash- 
croft, delighted with another fine and richly deserved 
result was nevertheless typically blunt. ‘it’s one 
helluva lot of damn hard work for two points’. Too 
right. 


27th International Rally of 1000 Lakes 
WCR Round 7 
26/28 August 1977 
, K. Hamalainen/M. Tiukkane (RS1800) 15966 penalties; 
2. T. Salonen/J. Markkula (Fiat 131 Abarth) 16231; 
3. B. Waldegaard/C. Billstam (RS1800) 16582; 
i. M. Saaristo/T. Alanen (Toyota Corolla) 17141; 
3, H. Toivonen/A. Lindqvist (Chrysler Avenger GT) 17545; 
3. E. Pitkanen/J. Paalama (Chrysler Avenger GT) 17907; 

7, F. Wittman/H. Deime! (Opel Kadett GT/E) 18068; 8, K. Saari/J. 
Jakanen (Opel Kadett GT/E) 18347; 9, T. Jouhki/J. Plironen (Opet 
Cadett GT/E) 18483; 10, J. Haugland/B. Berglund (Skoda 130RS). 

{99 starters—44 finishers] 


Zroup One 

|, H. Toivonen/A. Lindqvist (Chrysler Avenger) 17545; 

», K. Saari/J. Hakanen (Opel Kadett GT/E) 18347; 

3, L. Lampe/P. Kuu Kkala (RS2000) 18770; 

L. “Mr Alexander’/U. Reunanen (Ope! Commodore GS) 19006; 
5, &. Nuuttila/J. Kilpiainen (Opel Kadett GT/E) 19116. 


aroup Two 
E Pitkanen/J. Paalama (Chrysler Avenger GT) 17907. 


acon 
4. Avomeri/S. Vaitaharj (RS2000) 20826. 


World Championship positions: Ford 100; Fiat 94; Opel 51; Toyota 
5; Lancia 32; Datsun 30; Chrysler 24; Saab and Porsche 18; 
Mitsubishi and SEAT 14; etc etc. 

Fastest on stages: HAmdaldinen 30; Alen 12; Salonen 4; Alrikkala 3; 
fatanen 1; Makinen 1. 

catty leeders: SSi—Alrikkala, Vatanen, Hamalainen; SS2—Vatanen; 
$S3: Airikkala and Makinen; SS4—Alen, Makinen and Alrikkala; 
$85/SS27—Alen; SS28/end—Hamalainen. 


Leading retirements 

1, Alen/Kivimaki (Fiat 131 Abarth) biown engine SS40; 

2, Alrikkala/Virtanen (Vauxhall Chevette) propshaft u/j SS17; 

3, Blomavist/Syivan (Saab S9EMS) distributor rotor arm SS13; 
4. Vatanen/Aho (RS1800) clutch SS3; 

5. Lampinen/Markkanen (Saab 99EMS) gearbox SS38; 

6. Makinen/Liddon (Fiat 131 Abarth) blown engine SS5; 

7. Mikkola/Hertz (Toyota Celica GT) clutch SS5; 

9. Extund/Cederberg (Saab 99EMS) crownwheel and pinion SS23; 
10. Kinnunen/Pulkkinen (Porsche Carrera) petrol pipe union SS2; 
‘5. Rainio/Nyman (Saab SSEMS) crownwheei and pinion SS14. 


Eoectel Sages 
$31 Laajevuori 3.3km 


|_ Airkkale. Vatanen and Ham@ldinen 146; 3, Mikkola, Waidegaard, 


inc Makinen 148; 5, Alen 140. 

$82 Huemnelarmdid 2 Clon 

| Mier and Makinen 116: 3, Vatanen 117. 4, Mikxole 118: 5, Airtccata 
ec Waeiceoears «12 

BS3 Urrie 7 Sc 


$S4 Ehikkl 9.3km 

1, Alen 287; 2, Hamaldinen 288; 3, Airikkala, Makinen and Salonen 
289; 5, Mikkola 291. 

$S5 Vaherl 17.2km 

1, Alen 556; 2, Airikkala and Haméaldinen 560; 4, Salonen 563; 5, 
Makinen 570. 

SS6 Hass! 22.4km 

1, Alen 738; 2, Salonen 739; 3, Airikkala 745; 4, Valtaharju 754; 6, 
Hamalainen 755. 

SS7 Ouninpohja 24.6km 

1, Salonen 801; 2, Alen 803; 3, Hamaldinen 809; 4, Airikkala 810; 5, 
Vaitaharju 824. 

$S8 Paljala 13.7km 

1, Alen 495; 2, Salonen 498; 3, Hamaladinen 500; 4, Airikkala 505; 5, 
Valtaharju 506. 

SS9 Rumpalil 4.9km 

1, Alen and Nice oy: 220; 3, Salonen 224; 4, Airikkala 225; 5, 
Eklund 226. . 

$S10 Mattila 13.2km 


1, Salonen 481; 2, Airikkaia, Alen and Hamaldinen 484; 4, Waidegaard 


493; 5, Valtaharju 496. 

$S11 Riukusalmi 4.8km 

1, Hamaldinen 217; 2, Airikkala and Alen 223; 4, Blomqvist 227; 5, 
Rainio 230: 

$812 Ristijarvi 16.3km 

1, Hamalainen 641; 2, Alen 647; 3, Salonen 662; 4, Airikkala 666; 5, 
Vaitaharju 667. 

$S13 Rutajarvi 15.6km 

1, Hamaldinen 742; 2, Alen 746; 3, Airikkala 752; 4, Salonen 756; 5, 
Waldegaard 765. 

$S15 Sulusiaht! 7.3km 

1, Hamaldinen 279; 2, Alen 280; 3, Airikkala 283; 4, Salonen 286; 5, 
Waldegaard 293. 

$$16 Lankkua 4.9km 

1, Airikkala and Haméldinen 188; 3, Alien 193; 4, Salonen 195; 5, 
Waldegaard 199. 

$817 Jukojarv! 17.9km 

1, HAmAaldinen 612; 2, Alen 616; 3, Salonen 622; 4, Waldegaard 624; 5, 
Vaitaharju 646. 

$S18 Sahloinen 8.8km 

1, HAmAldinen 316; 2, Alen 318; 3, Waldegaard 326; 4, Salonen 329; 5, 
Eklund 340. 

S$S19 Seppélankangas 2.3km 

1, H&maldinen 93; 2, Alen 95; 3, Waldegaard 96; 4, Eklund 98; 5, 
Saaristo 99. 

$S20 Metsoilahti 3.2km 

1, Ham&idinen 105; 2, Salonen 108; 3, Waldegaard and Alen 109; 5, 
Saaristo 112. 

$S21 Vartlamaki 3.0km 

41, Salonen 90; 2, Hamalainen and Alen 91; 4, Waldegaard and 
Valtaharju 93. 

$S22 Rakoklvi 6.4km 

1, Hamaladinen 251; 2, Salonen 257; 3, Waldegaard 259; 4, Alen 260; 5, 
Ekiund 264. 

$823 Mynnila 12.4km 

1, Hamaldinen 421: 2, Alen 428; 3, Waldegaard 429: 4, Saaristo 436; 5 
Vaitaharju 442. 

$824 Lehdenpohja 11 Bian 

1, Salonen 397. 2, Alen 396: 3. }amaiginen £02. <. Waidegearc 407 5 
Vetere <°2 

S925 Merjomme™ 2 


SS26 Paaso 12.9km 

4, HAmaldinen 401; 2, Alen 403; 3, Salonen 404; 4, Waidegaard 411; 5, 
Vaitaharju 428. : 
SS27 Kolraklvi 7.3km 

1, HAmAldinen 279; 2, Alen 282; 3, Salonen 283; 4, Waldegaard 287; 5, 
Saaristo 298. © 

$828 Enonlahtl 7.9km 

41, HAmaldinen 321; 2, Alen 326; 3, Salonen 332; 4, Waldegaard and 
Valtaharju 340. 

$S29 Mouhu 16.0km 

1, Alen and H&Amalainen 588; 3, Salonen 596; 4, Valtaharju 623; 5, 


“Waldegaard 626. 


$S30 Narhilé 8.7km 

1, Hamaldinen 272; 2, Salonen 274; 3, Alen 275; 4, Valtahar|u 293; 5, 
Waldegaard 296. 

$S31 Sattila 8.8km 

4, Hamaldinen 273; 2, Alen 274; 3, Salonen 278; 4, Waldegaard and 
Valtaharju 293. 

$S32 Kokkosenlaht!l 35.5km 

1, Hamaldinen 1084; 2, Alen 1090; 3, Salonen 1109; 4, Waldegaard 
1154; 5, Saaristo 1173. : 

$S33 Telvaa 5.7km 

1, Alen 193; 2, H&maldinen 195; 3, Salonen 199; 4, Saaristo 207; 5, 
Waldegaard 213. 

SS34 Korppisensalo 171.7km 

1, Hamalainen 442; 2, Salonen 463; 3, Waldegaard and Saaristo 480; 
5, Valtaharju 487. 

SS35 KOskila 6.3km 

1,-Alen 197; 2, Hamaldinen and Salonen 203; 4, Saaristo 212; 5, 
Valtaharju 214. 

SS36 Sydanmaa 5.9km 

1, Alen 200; 2, Hamdaldinen 203; 3, Salonen 208; 4, Saaristo 211; 5, 
Valtaharju 215. 

$S37 Ryyhtdéla 6.5km 

1, Alen 224; 2, Hamaiadinen 232; 3, Salonen 235; 4, Waldegaard 244; 5, 
Vaitaharju 245. 

S$S$38 Ruuhilampl 7.0km 

41, Hamaladinen 217; 2, Salonen 220; 3, Waldegaard 223; 4, Alen 229; 5, 
Vaitaharju and Saaristo 231. 

SS39 Ma&kré 5.5km 

1, Alen 232; 2, HAmaldinen 234; 3, Waldegaard 235; 4, Salonen 238; 5, 
Toivonen 246. 

$S40 Myhinpaa 17.4km 

1, Hamaldinen 565; 2, Waldegaard 578; 3, Salonen 584; 4, Toivonen 
611; 5, Saaristo 619. 

S$S41 Sirkkamakli 6.5km 

1, Hamaldinen 231; 2, Waidegaard 241; 3, Salonen 243; 4, Saaristo 
255; 5, Toivonen 258. 

$S42 Jouhtikyla 10.3km 

1, Hamaldinen 377; 2, Salonen 384; 3, Waidegaard 390; 4, Toivonen 
400; 5, Saaristo 405. 

$S43 Sirkkaharju 2.0km 

1, Ha&méldinen 78; 2, Salonen and Wakdegaard 80; 4, Wittman, 
Saaristo, Haugiand and Toivonen 84 

S$S44 Kolvistonkyla 5.8«™ 

+, Hamaéiainen 214, 2. Waidegaard 221: 3. Salonen 223: 4. Saarsto 


Vatanen’s R$1800 


Ari’s brother gets Escort for Castrol ’77 


Tatu Vatenen—Sutton car. 


emerson 


Finland at 1000 Lakes time is always an 
excellent place for intrigue. Most of the 
world’s highest paid rally drivers are 
gathered together under one roof, and 
it is upon them (or the contracts offered 
to them) that the following year’s rally 
season is based. While Daniele Audetto 
talked at length with Ari Vatanen, we 
were most interested to hear of a story 
concerning his 21-year-old brother 
Tatu. This mysterious youngster (who 
looks remarkably like Ari himself) will 
not remain a mystery to British com- 
petitors or spectators much longer, for 
he will be competing on this year’s 
Castrol *77 in David Sutton’s Gandy- 
sponsored RS1800 in which his brother 
has contested our internationals so far 
this year! The car will be entered under 
the banner of entrepreneur Stuart 
Pegg’s ‘Autotrade’ company and will be 
run, of course, by David Sutton Cars. 
Co-driver will, we gather be Peter 
Bryant. The prospect of an assault from 
another Vatanen is something one ac- 
cepts with mixed feelings, but it is 
apparently a certainty, and we will now 
have to wait upon events until October. 


National 
‘78 series 
dates 


The dates for the 1978 British national 
rally championship have now been de- 
cided and although negotiations are still 
underway between Castrol and the 
RAC, a final decision is expected short- 
ly. The principal area of doubt centres 
on a two month gap in championship 
rounds which occur in May/June. Ori- 
ginally it had been hoped to move one 
of the later rounds to slot into this gap, 
but for reasons involving forestry re- 
grading, etc, the move has proved to be 
impossible. This gap is, however, filled 
by the Welsh and Scottish Internation- 
als in which many of the national con- 
tingent are expected to participate, so 
perhaps this gap does have its 
compensations. 

The Ulster Rally is being observed 
,this year for upgrading to international 
status but has agreed not to take up an 
option until ’79, even if the observers’ 
report proves favourable. 

Dates are as follows: 


11 February Gwynedd 

28/26 March Cheltenham Festival 
8 April Raylor 

22 April Granite City 

V2 July Jim Clark 

25/26 August Tour of Eppynt 

1/2 September Ulster Rally 

30 September Lindisfarne 

14 October Castroi °78 

4 November Wyedean Stages 


@ The organisers of the Europa Lodge 
Lindisfarne Rally on October 1, the 
Tynemouth and District MC, are cer- 
tain that with 100 miles of forest stages 
and 10 miles on tarmac for an entry fee 
of £40 their event must be the best 
value for money of any forest raily this 
year. They have managed to hold their 
entry fee down, despite recent Forestry 
Commission increases in charges, and 


have also added an additiona! class for 


BAMA Land-Rovers on the same li 


@s the cless included m this 


The Abingdon prepared USA works 
TR7 driven by John Buffum and Vicki 
won yet another rally at the weekend, 
which also gave the team their second 
win in eight days. Their success was on 
the Rocky Mountain Rally in Canada, 
which was the 10th round of the Castrol 
Rally Championship of America. The 
car has won five of the six rounds of the 
championship that it has been entered 
in over the past ten weeks and has given 
Leyland a three point lead in the manu- 
facturers section of the series. The rally 
consisted of 126 stage miles over 18 
stages in the Kananaskis Valley area 
and only 16 of the 31 starters survived 
the route. The Canadian works TR7 of 
Walter Boyce and Robin Edwardes 
finished seventh and Buffum won by 
more than four minutes from the 
Toyota Celica of Taisto Heinonen. 


@ Available now at most bookshops is 
an interesting paperback book called 
Rallying, which is described as ‘a prac- 
tical guide to successful competition’. 
The book has been co-written by Chris 
Sclater and Martin Holmes and for just 
£1.95 is a good investment for rally 
fans. Holmes has also compiled a num- 
ber of fascinating photographs. 


@ An entertaining evening in Chelms- 
ford is promised on September 7 when 
Peter Ashcroft, Tony Fall and Gerry 
Johnstone will be appearing on a forum 
to be chaired by Tony Mason. The 
evening is being organised by DOT, 
Alec Lobb Garages and Chelmsford 
MC in aid of the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society and is being held at the Chan- 
cellor Hall (map reference 
167/6984069). Doors open at 7.30pm, 
admission is 50p on the night and also 
on the bill is the showing of Opel’s films 


‘Tough at the top and Noel at Brands. 


@ Regulations are available for the 
Welsh Counties Car Club Halewood 
Stages Rally on August 21. The event 
will include 80 stage and 70 road miles 
and is a qualifier for the Welsh Associ- 
ation of Motor Clubs Stage Rally 


Championship. _Prospective competi- 
tors should send an SAE to Lee Vin- 


cent, 14 Ffordd-y-Gollen, Tonteg. Pon- | 


— ——————e 


Hannu Valtaharju in flight on the 1000 Lakes last weekend. He is retained on the 


strength in Canada. 


Six for Canada 


Four Finns included in the latest line-up 


Fiat’s massive commitment to the WCR 
this year continues unabated. The Olio- 
Fiat Abarth team have entered no less 
than six cars for Canada—the team 
comprising: Markku Alen, Walter 
Rohrl, Timo Makinen; Timo Salonen; 
Hannu Valtaharju and probably Fulvio 
Bacchelli. Their plans at present are to 
keep Verini at home to continue con- 
testing the national championship and 
Maurizio will also be competing at San 
Remo and Corsica. His immense tal- 
ents for the San Remo will be eagerly 
grasped, and of course Darniche will be 
joining the team for at least one of 
these rallies. 


Following successful experiments 
with Valtaharju’s car on the 1000 
Lakes, there will be more dry sump 
equipment in Canada, and all the cars 
are expected to be so equipped for the 
tarmac events which they must not only 
win but ‘swamp’ in order to go to the 
Ford-favoured RAC Rally with a 
chance of holding on. The cars are 
expected to -be producing. some 
10/1Sbhp more for San Remo and they 
will be using their demon new Pirelli P7 
on the pace note forest stages in 
Canada (see 1000 Lakes report). The 
team are leaving en masse for Canada 
on Sunday. It’s all go! 


a ES 


Franz Wittman brought his ailing Opel Kadett into seventh place on the 1000 
Lakes—quite a feat for a non-Scandinavian. But that wasn’t the end of it.. . . see 


opposite. 


z 


Top competitors in the Motor/RAC 
rally championship will be heading for 
Ulster this weekend for the ninth round 
of the series and Russell Brookes will 
be determined to win the event to 
consolidate his lead in the points table. 

Last year Russell retired in Glen- 
drum on the notorious North Antrim 
Plateau, the treacherous area where 
this rally was decided last year. This 
weekend should be no exception, as the 
stages here, altogether covering about 
50 miles, will be run in the dark and the 
flat moorland roads are difficult to 
read, having no clearly defined edges. 
There will be plenty of pitfalls lying in 
wait. 

Although quite a fair amount of the 
490-mile route (250 of these being com- 
petitive) will be on familiar territory, 


_ there are also some new stages on the 


all-tarmac route. 

The -rally starts from the Antrim 
Forum at 7pm on Friday and covers 
seven stages before returning there for 
a main time control at 10.30pm. There 
are then another ten stages before the 
breakfast halt at 4.30am on Friday at 
the Lodge Hotet, Coleraine. There is a 
30-minute rest halt at the Altmore 
Hotel, Tappagh at 1lam after another 
eight stages, and then the final seven 
stages take the competitors to the finish 
at the Kings Arms Hotel at Larne at 
3.30pm. 

Hopefully out in their new Group 
One cars for the first time will be Jim 
McRae in his Vauxhall Magnum and 
Ronnie McCartney in the 2-litre 
Avenger which has been built for him 
by Derek McMahon’s garage. A late 
entry has been put in by Gavin Waugh 
and, if no one else drops out before 
Friday, he should be starting at number 
13) 


Toyota, 
Saab and 
others 


Regrettably it seems as though we may 
not see Ove Andersson driving one of 
his own cars on the Lombard RAC this 
year. At present his team for November 
includes Hannu Mikkola, Jean-Luc 
Therier and Per Inge Walfridsson, but 
with prospects for next year still by no 
means bright, he will surely be persuad- 

,ed to come out of his voluntary ‘retire- 
ment’ to take over one of the cars. 
After all, this year’s RAC must surely 
be more suitable to his style of rallying 
than the British events of previous 
years. 


@ One of David Sutton’s most revered 
clients finished his first rally in two 
years at the weekend. This was of 
course Matti Johansson who has been 
to England on several occasions. David 
had prepared him an immaculate 
RS1800 which was shipped to Finland a 
week before the rally. However when 
the dockers could not get the. car 
started, they lifted the bonnet and in- 
terfered with the timing in their efforts 
to remove the car from the boat. 
Matti’s men thus had to retime the 
BDA immediately upon its arrival. 
Daring the event itself the car gave no 


Ulster action thi 


Motor/RAC 

Rally Championship 

Drivers Overall! 
Russell Brookes 
Pentti Airikkala 
Hannu Mikkola 
Andy Dawson 
John Taylor 
Paul Faulkner 
Nigel Rockney 


. Jim McRae 
Graham Elsmore 

. Billy Coleman 
etc. 


oODRoO~o| S| | Jan09 Tour of Dean 


| | saw] od] Feb 25/26 Mintex 
ola] | |] | So Apr0s/12C of Ireland 


| | | ana] | oS Apr 23 Granite City 


1 Drivers 

ill Sparrow 
Graham Elsmore 
Jim McRae 
Maicoim Wilson 
Pat Ryan 
Gavin Waugh 
Chris Field 
Steve Smith 
David Jones 
Godfrey Jones 
David Robbins 
etc. 
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Unusual driver/co-driver pairings will 
be Nigel Rockey/Paul Phelan and Peter 
Thompson/Frank Main. Peter and 
Frank are getting into practice before 
doing the Manx together, and will be in 
the ex-Rockey RS1800 which Peter has 
just bought. 

As a warm-up to the event there will 
be a Pirelli Star Talk forum in the Kings 
Arms from 8pm on Thursday night with 
Plum Tindall chairing the panel which 
will consist of Hannu Mikkola, Pentti 
Airikkala, Russell Brookes, Andy 
Dawson, Brian Nelson and Robin 
Eyre-Maunsell. 


@ Franz Wittman brought his ageing 
Opel Kadett GT/E all the way from 
Vienna to compete in Finland. The 
consistent Wittmann has been Europe’s 
most regular international competitor 
this year, and in addition to all 
European WCRs, he has also contested 
a number of European and Mitropa 
Cup qualifiers on both sides of the Iron 
Curtain. His car clearly needs a rest but 
Wittmann is far from finished yet. He 
has already won the Austrian cham- 


_ pionship this year and his next target is 


the Mitropa Cup for which the ECR 
San Martino de Castrozza is a qualifier. 
Scrutineering for this Italian event is 
scheduled for today (Thursday) and 
Franz was hoping to be there. He 
finished the 1000 Lakes in seventh 
place—an extraordinary result in an 
extraordinary year (for a non-Scandina- 
vian, this.result is indeed amazing) after 
a rally spent battling with what was 
thought to be a failing headgasket (the 
engine oil was mixing itself into the 
cooling system with astonishing speed 
and mechanics were changing his sump 
oil after almost every stage). At the 
finish Franz hurried. off to catch the car 
ferry south. The plan was as follows: 
the team have a spare engine, albeit in 
very poor shape, lurking back at the 
Annessi workshops, and Franz was ex- 
pecting to remove the old engine while 
on the boat, so that the car is ready for 
the transplant when the team reach 
home. He then expects to drive down 
from Vienna and attend scrutineering 
today! 


@ Saab’s plans for the remainder of the 
year following their disastrous outing in 
Finland may now be uncertain; but 
before the start it seemed in any case 
that they would only contest two fur- 
ther international rallies this year—the 
Southern Cross and the Lombard 
RAC 


Oct 01 Lindisfarne 
Oct 15 Castrol '77 
Nov 18/23 Lombard RAC 


Ja| | | of] os] May 12/15 Welsh 
o| {| |~| | © Jun03/07 Scottish 
| aa] mon] oS Jul02/03 Jim Clark 
| aa~| | oS] © Aug 19/20 Burmah 
Sep 02/03 Uister 
Sep 16/17 Manx 
& Total points 
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We must apologise for crediting the 
organisation of the event to the Omagh 
MC, when it is being organised by the 
Larne, Mid Antrim and North Ulster 
MCs on behalf of the Association of 


Northern Ireland Car Clubs. Whoops! 
1, Penttl Airikkala/Terry Harryman (Vauxhall Che- 
vette); 2, Russell Brookes/John Brown (RS1800); 3, 
Hannu Mikkola/Arne Hertz (Toyota Celica GT); 4, 
Chris Sciater/Martin Holmes (Vauxhall Chevette); 5, 
Brian Nelson/Malcolm Neill (Porsche Carrera); 6, 
Andy Dawson/Stuart Pegg (RS1800); 7, Nigel 
Rockey/Paul Phelan (RS1800); 8, John Taylor/Phil 
Short (RS1800); 9, Sean Campbell/Yvonne Camp- 
belli (Porsche Carrera); 10, Derek Boyd/Rodney Cole 
(Porsche Carrera). 

Remainder of the top 20 crews as 


published last week. 


@ Hannu Mikkola is off to contest the 
Sachs Baltic Rally in two weeks’ time as 
the enthusiastic German importers are 
keen for the team to attend. For Hannu 
it means that by the time he has com- 
pleted the Manx and Ulster he will have 
contested five rallies in five weekends 
since the Burmah! 


@ Some of the stages on this year’s 


1000 Lakes were so rough that the air 


dam on the DTV Chevette was spraying 
stones on to the windscreen like a snow 
plough. Airikkala found that his wind- 
screen wipers worked efficiently to 
clear away the curtain of stones—‘“‘but I 
never had to do this before, even in 
England!”’: 

@ A combination of poor weather 
conditions and a compact route with 
comparatively short road sections gave 
little time for servicing or relaxation in 
Finland on the 1000 Lakes last week- 
end. The results sheets bear testimony 
to one of the toughest 1000 Lakes ever. 
It cannot be often that one finds a 
Group One car as high as fifth overall 
on a sprint event such as this, but Henri 
Toivonen’s 2-litre Avenger managed 
this incredible feat both by virtue of an 
excellent performance and because of 
the very high retirement rate. _ 
Among the English contingent going 
over to the B&I ‘Cork 20’ International 
Rally will be Willie Rutherford and 
Hugo Kennedy, but they will not be in 
their usual Ford-engined Mazda. At the 
moment they are not 100 per cent sure 
what they will be using, although it 
seems likely it will be an Avenger. This 
car is likely to be either the Newcastle 
Journal-sponsored 1300 they used on 
the Jim Clark or a new one they will 
buy for the event. They will not be 
using the Mazda as the event is only a 
couple of weeks before the Castrol *77 
and they cannot afford anything to 
happen to the car before this important 
counter im 


charmpeocnsiip 


the Castrol AuTosPortT 


Achim Warmbold—who has seemingty 
retired from the London/Sydney Mara- 
thon, is actually being flown back to 
Germany to compete in the Sachs Baltic 
which starts on September 8th, 


What's on 
the go? 


On Tuesday there seemed to be some 
doubt about who was still going in the 
Singapore Airlines London/Sydney 
Marathon as the cars had crossed India 
and should now be sailing towards 
Penang. With no special stagés since 
Turkey and no main control since Ma- 
dras last Saturday the organisers were 
unable to tell us what was happening. 

But they did tell us that Sobieslaw 
Zasada was leading in his Porsche 
Carrera and as there was no sight of 
Achim Warmbold in the top ten at 
Madras, it seemed fair to presume that 
he has been involved in some sort of 
mishap! They did in fact confirm that be 
had disappeared, after a driveshaft fail- 
ure and had not made the boat to 
Penang but there was a chance he was 
still in the event. All very confusing. 

After Madras the top ten (with just 
road penalties noted) were 1, Sobieslaw 
Zasada (Porsche Carrera) 59m 35s; 2, 
Tony Fowkes (Mercedes 280E) 1m 7m 
28s; 3, Andrew Cowan (Mercedes 
280E) 1:7:48; 4, Alfred Kling (Mer- 
cedes 280E) 1:16:3; 5, Paddy Hopkirk 
(Citroen CX2400) 1:19:33; 6, Brian 
Hilton (Peugeot 504Ti) 1:35:44; 7, Her- 
bert Kleint (Mercedes) 1:39:28; 8, Bob 
Watson (Peugeot SO4Ti) 1:40:21; 9, 
Bob Holden (Peugeot 504Ti) 1:43:54; 
10, Jacky Prive (Range Rover RR1i) 
1:48:42, 


RAC service 


To date the RAC have received 30 
entries for the RAC Rally and have 
issued their first competitors’ bulletin, 
mainly regarding hotels in the London 
area for the start. Trust Houses Forte 
are offering special rates of £9.50:for a 
single room and £12.50 for a twin at 
their nearby hotels. Bookings should be 
made through Jackie Francis-Lucy oF 
Carmel Cahill at THF, 71-75. Uxbridge 
Road, London WS. Tel: 01-579 9199. 
The full list of available hotels was 
prepared by the Middlesex Coumty 
Autobobile Club who are looking after 
Wembley for the RAC and providimg & 
Help Service in London. 


@ The RAC Motorsport Division 
would like to stress that service plates 
(together with service books and 
passes) which have been requested by 
post, will be posted on 4 November. 
The dates on which service plates etc 
can be collected from the Rally Office 
remain 2s 11 amc 14 Nowember as 
torcm. 


“There can be few pastimes more exhilarating—sitting a couple of inches above the ground travelling at 60mph’’. 


Karts: a friendly 


alternative 


Karting celebrates its 21st anniversary this year and MARCUS PYE has 
been to Cadwell Park and Blackbushe to discover what this growing side 


of motor sport has to offer. 


It is not generally known but the first karts 
were built as long ago as 1956, since when 
karting has gained immense popularity 
throughout the world. In the past five years 
especially, development of the vehicles 
themselves has been meteoric. Even today, 
if you were to ask the average person in the 
street to describe a kart he would probably 
say ‘‘one of those things which kids drive at 
the seaside’’, which could not be further 
from the truth. Karting is not kids’ stuff 
any more but an international business 
with a large annual turnover and it is taken 
very seriously indeed. 

Rapid Movements, the international 
freight company, are currently shipping 
around 1,000 karts a year to Hong Kong, 
Australia, Japan, Scandinavia, Germany, 
Holland and the Middle East, and are sole 
transport agents for Zip, Deavinsons and 
Barlotti among others. This certainly re- 
flects the international growth of karting. 

This is not to say, however, that you 
would have to be a professional to enjoy 
this highly underrated sport. Far from it, 
the vast majority of kartists are ordinary 
mortals who work in the week and have a 
lot of fun with their machimes at weekends. 


Having owned both a Class IV 250 kart and a 
Motys hillclimb/sprint kart, it is easy to see why 
karting has so much potential as a pastime. First 


there is the matter of economics. Many people’ 


would like to race a car but cannot afford the 
astronomical expenses that tend to go with it. 
Hence many are turning their hands to karting 
instead. 

When choosing a kart there are several 
categories from which to select one. Class I 
machines are direct drive karts powered by 
100cc engines; a class is run for 210 Villiers- 
engined chassis which is often amalgamated 
with the 125cc karts and then there are the 
mighty 250cc Class IV machines. A second- 


-hand chassis with engine can be bought for as 


little as £150, although a good chassis for 
around £250 is often a better buy. Obviously, 
these may not be the current year’s models but 
they would be perfectly adequate for the begin- 
ner to gain experience and would also ensure 
excellent entertainment for the novice driver. 
Most of the circuits hold general practice days 
during which anyone may gain experience out- 
side the pressure of competition. 

It is difficult to suggest in which of the 
categories it is best to start but, generally 
speaking, a 100cc machine in reasonable condi- 
tion is the ideal beginner’s kart before progress- 
ing to a more powerful chassis with the added 


Se ari 710k 175 and 
compncation Of 2 gearpox. The 210s. 125s and 


250s all feature a motorcycle-type gearbox with 
five, six or even seven forward speeds in the 
case of some 125cc machines. There are differ- 
ent driving techniques required for driving 
gearbox and direct-drive karts which will be- 
come apparent when you attend even the 
smallest meeting. With the 100s the accent 
seems to be on sideways motoring as the kart 
has to be balanced on the throttle and brake; 
the karts in gearbox classes, on the other hand, 
tend to be brute power machines requiring a 
great deal of skill, not to say courage, to drive 
at their limit on any circuit. 

Other reasons for the resurgence of interest 
in the sport are varied. There can be few 
pastimes more exhilarating to participate in— 
when you are sitting a couple of inches from the 
ground in a thin contoured fibreglass seat at 
60mph the impression of speed is similar to 
travelling at least twice as fast in a car! Top 
speeds vary from class to class but it would be 
true to say that a well tuned 250 engine, 
developing somewhere in the region of 60bhp, 
would be capable of close on 140mph on a long 
circuit while the smaller 100s could reach over 
100mph on some tracks. 

Karting is an excellent family sport too— 
some of the closest racing is in the Junior 
classes. These are often very well supported 
with keen fathers tending to relive their child- 


hood through that of their children who are 


usually just as hungry for success. The sport is 
rapidly gaining the support of girls as weil. 
which can be no bad thing, some half dozem 
taking part at Blackbushe recently. 

_ Once you drive a kart for the first time tS 
likely that the proverbial bug will bite and you 
will buy a kart for competition or fun purposes. 
This, as always, is where problems arise. Forta- 
nately it is fairly easy to transport a kart to 
meetings. Small trailers or roofracks are the 


- most usual form but an estate car or van would 


be better. It is essential to have an approved 
crash helmet (remember it must be BS 2495 for 
competition use) preferably of the full-face 
variety. Although serious accidents are relative- 
ly few, many involve coming off the kart and 


» 


Karts: a friendly 
alternative 


continued 


the last thing you want is a damaged face! 
Leathers or PVC overalls are also strongly 
recommended and could prevent a lot of injur- 
ies and protect the driver from contact with the 
tarmac. 

Once you arrive at the circuit there will 
always be someone to help out with any karting 
problem and this is where this sport is so 
different from some branches of motor racing. 
For example, when my ‘team’ started karting 
we turned up at Rye House circuit with one 
kart, a set of tools and crash helmets in the back 
of an estate car. Unfortunately our previous 
karting experience ended there. We knew how 
to start the machine and were able to do some 
exploratory laps before pulling into the pit lane 
for a fault check. Our efforts must have looked 
out of place in the pits but within seconds 
several other drivers were offering us advice on 
setting up the kart, lending various tools and 
generally building up our knowledge of the 
chassis. Now we are at least capable of carrying 
out routine maintenance even if we leave the 
major engine work to an expert. : 

Of course, if you take up racing seriously, 
you will invariably come up against Joe Bloggs 
whose father is spending £2000 a year on his 
son’s Class I racing programme but this is a 
traditional problem in any form of motor sport 
and often, with careful preparation and exper- 
ience, you can drive just as quickly anyway. If 
you become really successful, opportunities do 
exist to get a ‘works’ drive with one of the many 
kart manufacturers. A number of top drivers 
run their own kart preparation businesses any- 
way and many of these compete in the top 
echelon of the sport, 250 International racing. 

From talking to Reg Gange (Junior), the 
1977 250cc Superkart champion, at Cadwell 
Park recently it seems that a full, works- 
supported, season would come to about £3,000 
barring major engine disasters. This breaks 


down to around £700 for a new chassis, £900 for. 


a race-prepared Yamaha twin (this is the most 
widely used engine in Superkart racing) and the 
remainder in spare parts and general running 
costs. However, if one is to buy secondhand 
equipment this figure can be substantially re- 
duced. It is stressed that mechanical aptitude is 
of prime importance if you are to maintain your 
own 250cc engine and obviously it would be 
preferable to have your own mechanic in the 
team otherwise many annoying troubles can be 
experienced. Although £3,000 may strike you 
as being a large sum to spend on a hobby, 
Gange and his team mentor Martin Hines can 
be the top drivers in the class for that outlay, the 
bill for which is conveniently shared between 
Zipkart and Hermetite Products. Consequently 
they feel it would be pointless to do a season of 
Formula Ford as they couldn’t do it as success- 
fully for the same budget. Gange goes on 
record as saying he would like to try his hand at 
Formula 3 but is quite content with being a 
leading light in the karting scene. 

Indeed karting has proved to be the training 
ground for many excellent racing drivers. Em- 
erson Fittipaldi, the youngest ever World 
Champion, was brought up on karts as were 


‘SuperSwede’ Ronnie Peterson and the late. 


Tony Brise. What of the stars of tomorrow? 
Eddie Cheever is on the brink of a formula 1 
drive and, on the national scene, David Leslie, 
Nigel Mansell and Tom Wood all started their 
racing careers in karting. 

There are many circuits where one can either 
race or practice, a good track being situated 
within easy reach of most major conurbations. 
The mecca for kartists would seem to be Rye 
House, Hoddesdon, possibly because it is situ- 
ated on the doorstep of Zipkart and Deavin- 
soms, two of the largest kart busimesses im the 


world. Other manufactures of note on the 
British scene are Barlotti, Starkarts, Gillett 
Lynx, BM, Lane, Birel, Mamba and doubtless 
many more who advertise regularly in the 
sport’s own magazine ‘Karting’. 

Engines are, once again, tuned by many 
different concerns, the 100 classes using mainly 
the Italian Parilla, K77s, K88s or the excellent 
Hewland Arrow developed by Guy Tipping and 
Monteagle Motors for the racing gearbox 
people. The 210 class ltilises tuned Villiers 
motors while the new 125s are powered by a 
wide variety of units such as KTM, Carabella, 
Kawasaki and Bombardier. To be competitive 
in the 250 International class it is now necessary 
to have a twin-cylinder engine, Yamahas being 
the most widely used although the Suzuki is 
favoured by some competitors. Single-cylinder 
250s now run mainly in the National 250 class, 
the Spanish Montesa and Bultaco engines being 
the most popular. 

The added advantage of the larger capacity 
categories is that they also race on car circuits 
such as Snetterton, Cadwell Park and Brands 
Hatch. The higher maximum speeds attained 
on these tracks have led to the development of 
arrodynamic nose cones, aerofoils and body- 
shells such as the stunning CanAm body mar- 
keted and used by Martin Hines. Whether these 
bodies and wings prove to be advantageous is a 
controversial matter, often coming down to 
driver preference in the final reckoning. Un- 
doubtedly nose cones and so on improve the 
looks of the standard kart and many drivers 
enthuse over the added stzoility afforded by 
them. Others claim that understeer, often a 
problem with the bigger-engined karts, is dras- 
tically reduced, although this opinion is not 
widely held. All of these attractive modifica- 
tions do have one general advantage, however, 
and that is that they offer plenty of room for 
sponsors’ advertising or interesting colour 
schemes which brifig a touch of class to this 
branch of the sport. Aerofoils are useless on the 
shorter circuits but do aid stability on the longer 
tracks to a certain extent although they are not 
universally used. A recent tweak has been the 
addition of antiroll bars to stiffen up the rear, as 
a traction measure rather than to improve 
handling. One of the drivers using this set-up is 
Gordon Sweetapple, a director of Manchester 
Airport, who professes himself very pleased 
with the improvement on his kart. The full body 
made by Zip is a real show-and-go design which 
looks terrific, pleases the sponsor and retails at 
around £125. It is claimed by the manufacturers 
to give approximately a second a lap on ik 
circuits. 

The first karts were true rear-engined devices 
thus making the handling very strange by to- 
day’s standards. The driver sat amidships trying 
to control the oversteering beast. More recent- 
ly, of course, the engines have moved forwards 
alongside the driver for better track manners. 
The latest‘250s have ail the weight as near to the 
centre of gravity as possible with the engine on 
the left, driver in the middle and the fuel 
concentrated in an aerodynamically shaped pod 


on the right. To stop the rocket-like accelera- . 


tion of a 250 Class IV kart the old drum brakes 
have given way to ventilated discs all round 
with hydraulic operation. 

Sadly, karting is still a ‘poor relation’ of 
motor racing although, judging by the ever- 
growing number of participants, it does not 
deserve to remain so for long. Certainly some 
aspects of the organisation of meetings should 
be tidied up—I observed very few competent 
marshals at a short-circuit event recently—a 12- 
year-old brandishing a flag does not inspire 
confidence, especially when someone has to 
shout instructions regarding different flags to 
him from a distance of 40 yards! Given a decent 
complement of marshals and greater publicity, 
karting could become even more enjoyable 
than it is at present. With proper promotion 
more people are bound to get involved al- 
though greater professionalism will inevitably 
lead to higher competing costs. The more 
serious the competition becomes, however, the 
friendly element of the sport’s atmosphere 
could fall into the background, and that certain- 
ly must not be allowed to happen. 


Facing page, top: Rae Davis drove superbly to 
win the 250 final at Blackbushe a fortnight ago 
on his Zip-Merlin Yami. Centre right: Karting 
can be funny! Jordan’s Taifun races through the 
chicane at Blackbushe unaware that Bradford’s 
Eagle-Arrow (99) and Edwards’s Barlotti-Manx 
(hidden) are having moments, with Carolynn 
Grant-Sale (91) and Higgs (93) looking on. 
Bottom right: Seconds later, confusion as Brad- 
ford and Edwards (15) are joined by Higgs and 
Dunbar (43) as they heave their machines clear. 
Left: The 1976 European Champion, Dave 


Buttigieg (Zip-Yami), leads Paul Gamsa and the 
rest of the Superkart field in atrocious conditions 
at Cadwell Park earlier this month. 


.Popular corner for spinning! No sooner has Kart 88 
been dragged clear of the circuit than he is joined by 
another competitor. 


Martin Hines driving the Hermetite Zip- 
Yamaha on which he won the 1977 Europe- 
an 250 Championship at the Jyllands Ringen 
circuit, in Denmark, two weeks ago. Note 
the aerodynamic nose fairing, side fuel pod 
and aerofoil fitted to the kart to aid high- 
speed stability. 

Hines drives one of a team of Zip-Yamaha 
karts sponsored by the Hermetite motor 
products concern of West Drayton, Middle- 
sex. Hermetite first came into motor sport 
through sponsoring Holman ‘Les’ Black- 
burn’s Group 1 Ford Capris in the RAC 
Touring Car Championship. They have re- 
mained faithful to Les throughout and still 
foot the bill for his attack on the Group 1 
Championship this year with a Vauxhall 
Magnum. 

Last year Hermetite undertook an exten- 
sive sponsorship and promotion programme, 
their atractive livery appearing on the 
mighty Group 5 BMW of Tom Walkinshaw/ 
John Fitzpatrick which topped its season of 
World Championship of Makes races with a 
superb win at the Silverstone round. They 
also suported Blackburn’s Capri, and 
branched out into karting with Martin Hines 
and motorcycling with Alex George as their 
rider. This season they have restricted them- 
selves to Group 1 and international kart 
racing. 
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 Hermetite 


by John Boiste 


Practical and fun 


+ 


In the days of my golden youth, no young man 
would willingly be seen in a saloon. It was 
sports cars or nothing then and, for my early 
AUTOSPORT road tests, I only covered such 
machines. Because of their light weight their 
performance ridiculed the current family cars 
and motoring was among the open-air pastimes; 
one dressed suitably and had no more need of 
weather protection than when riding a horse. 
Since then, for various well-known reasons, 
the sports car has fallen into a decline, and a 
generation of drivers has grown up who have 
never experienced the joys of real open-car 
motoring. Except for a few rather sad, non- 
performing devices, sports cars tend to be 


coupés with detachable roof panels, or even . 
fixed-head vehicles, which are almost saloons. ° 


The Caterham Super Seven and the Morgan are 
in limited supply and perhaps almost too spar- 
tan to use as one’s only car, so let us give a 
welcome to the Panther Lima, which is rolling 
off the production floor in satisfactory numbers 
and is a real open sports car, but practical too. 

The Lima is a brilliant success because its 
design is so exactly right. It gives all the well- 
remembered pleasures that we used to know in 
the carefree days before the war, but it also 
provides certain creature comforts to which we 
have become accustomed over the years. Look- 
ing back nostalgically, we think it would be 
wonderful to drive one of those beautiful old 
sports cars again. Their appearance was magni- 
ficent, that deep exhaust note promised perfor- 
mance galore, but to ride on a beam front axle 
nowadays is merely painful—it’s something we 
had forgotten, along with the flapping and 
slitting of celluloid sidescreens. . 

So, the Lima has independent front suspen- 
sion and winding windows in its doors. It is also 
aerodynamically stable, which those,’ early 
sports cars were not. When we thrashed them 
up to “the magic’ hundred”, it was a pretty 
terrifying experience, because those glorious, 
sweeping front wings were just that, giving so 


much lift that the cars were almost airborne. . 
The Lima has such wings but their beauty - 


conceals no vices, for the front is closed in by a 
very effective air dam. Painted black in contrast 
to the brightly coloured wings, it is inconspicu- 
ous and does not detract from the purity of the 
sweeping curves, while the reduction of drag 
must be enormous.. 

Like everything that comes off Bob Jankel’s 
drawing board, the Lima is a good looker. It 
breathes the spirit of the 1930s yet it is com- 
pletely original and is all the better because it 
does not follow the lines of any particular 
marque. Personally, I don’t think that the small, 
modern steering wheel is in keeping, and I 
would prefer a thin, wooden rim. However, top 
large a wheel might bring the right arm rather 
close to the door, which would have been cut 
away for elbow clearance on early sports cars. 
But, if you do that you can’t have a winding 
window, which is too great a sacrifice. 

The servicing of exotic sports cars, with 
agents few and far between, can be a ghastly 
problem. In the case of the Panther Lima, all 
the machinery is Vauxhall Magnum, and Gen- 
eral Motors dealers all over the world can 
servicé or repair it with genuine replacement 
parts. The Vauxhall floor pan is modified, so 


Facing page: top, the car flicks through bends with 
virtually no roll; centre left, the Lima is a good- 
looker with a long bonnet and sweeping front wings;' 
centre right, there is enough room in the little boot 


for a young couple’s weekend luggage; bottom left, 
the Vauxhall Magnum dashboard is used in the 


centre of the cockpit, angled towards the driver;: 
bottom: mpts_ with the DTV conversion, the Lima is 
as quick as « Jaguar XJS from 0-60 mph. 


_ wind. 


that the engine can be mounted right back 
behind the centre-line of the front wheels. A 
superstructure of square-section tubes is welded 
to the pan and reinforced with sheet steel 
gussets, to carry the unstressed glassfibre body 
panels. The complete Vauxhall front and rear 
suspension assemblies are used, along with the 
brakes and rack and pinion steering. 

It is the intention of Panther Westwinds Ltd 
to supply the Lima with a standard Vauxhall 
‘2300’ engine and transmission, manual or auto- 


matic as desired. Most purchasers will require. 


the sporting performance that can be obtained 
from this engine by incorporating the well- 
known DTV modifications. Their Vauxhall 
dealers are equipped to give them various 
staged of tune, from full racing down to stage 
one. The test car was tuned to be as fast as 
possible, consistent with unimpaired road man- 
ners, indeed the engine was even more flexible 
than a standard unit. 

This work completely transforms the charac- 
ter of the big four-cylinder, putting up the peak 
by 1000rpm and producing a rousing 160bhp. 
Even with a standard engine, the weight-saving 
of the light two-seater compared with the 
saloon is sufficient to give a very lively perfor- 
mance, but 160bhp and lots of torque in such a 
small car adds up to something really exciting. 
The cylinder head is modified to take bigger 
valves, which are operated by a special cam- 
shaft, and the manifolds, both inlet and ex- 
haust, are new. Two twin-choke Dellorto car- 
burettors are fitted and electronic ignition is 
installed. 

If anybody thinks that the Panther Lima is 
just another pretty sports car of mediocre 
performance, get a load of this! It’s as quick as 
the 12-cylinder Jaguar XJS from a standstill to 
60mph, can easily out-accelerate the BMW 633 


CSi, and can walk all over the Porsche 924 and — 


the Lancia Monte’ Carlo. Those illustrious ma- 
chines are not directly compétitive with it, of 
course, but I mention them to give some sort of 
yardstick of performance. 

The rearward weight distribution of the 
Lima, coupled with the torque of the engine 
and the excellence of the clutch, makes it the 
easiest car to take off the line you can imagine. 
Whether the wheels spin little or much matters 
not at all, for the car simply rockets away up the 
road in a dead straight line, leaving only two 
trails of smoking rubber to show where it has 
been. Again, it hardly signifies when you 
change up and the gear ratios are virtually 
irrelevant. The car seems just as fast when 
climbing hills as on the level and I was aston- 
ished when it exceeded 110mph up quite an 
appreciable gradient. A genuine maximum, 
timed in both directions, of 118mph is avail- 
able, for which the standard axle ratio is just 
about spot on, but 125mph is possible with a tail 

An effortless 100 mph is an easy, half-throttle 
cruising speed and of course 90mph is a mere 
doddle. With the car open, there’s a remark- 
able absence of draughts and only the bass 
rumble of the exhaust is heard, though it’s not 
loud enough to alert the cops. With the hood 
raised, the sound level is inevitably much higher 


- but, though some wind roar can naturally be 


heard at the faster rates of travel, the fabric 
never flaps. The hood, which has separate 
sticks, is quite simple to furl, but to erect it 
hurriedly in a storm it’s best when there are two 
of you; plenty of transparent material ensures 
easy reversing. 

The hood makes the car very cosy and it’s 
then ideal for town work and shopping. The 
engine is quiet at city speeds and most flexible, 


showing no signs of overheating or plug fouling. | 


To enjoy the machine at its best, one would 
have it fully open in the country and use the 
neat hood for more formal occasions. such 25 


dinners and dances. Do not dismiss the Lima as 
a mere fun car, as it would make ideal transport 
for a young couple, who could get enough 
luggage for a weekend ‘into the little boot 
behind the seats. 

Rapid cornering comes naturally, the 
flicking through bends with virtually no 
The ride is comfortable—luxurious by sports 
car standards—and many buyers will be entere- 
ly satisfied. However, I would personally prefer 
to set the suspension up to give less understeer, 
as the essence of sports car driving is to be able 
to hang the tail out and that is hard to do. With 
softer front springs, the occasional tendency to 
pitch would be reduced as well as the under- 
steer, or one could try unhooking the anti-roll 
bar. The hard-driven test car could bottom its 
rear suspension when fully laden, but a pair of 
those progressive rubber bump stops would 
cure that. I am so glad that Panther Westwinds 
don’t subscribe to the fallacy that sports car 
suspension should be over-damped and board- 
hard. 

I was able to watch Panthers being made in 
the remarkably large factory near the old 
Brooklands track. I had noticed the exceptional 
rigidity of the chassis and I saw that although 
most of the panelling is glassfibre, the occu- 
pants are protected by steel doors and sur- 
rounded by a protective steel framework. The 
standard of craftsmanship is extremely high, as 
befits a firm who make parts for aircraft and for 
Rolls-Royce Motors. The finish of the bodies is 
outstanding and the upholstery is genuine Con- 


nolly hide, which can be protected against rain 


by a well-tailored cockpit cover if the car is 
parked with the hood down. 

The Panther Lima is a joy to drive for two 
main reasons. It’s an open sports car with all the 
virtues of the greats of the past and none of 
their vices. It’s also remarkably light for the 
power of its engine and the size of its brakes, 
which is as good a recipe as any for fast, safe 
motoring. If the driver is honest, he will also 
admit to a third reason, for a car that turns all 
heads in admiration is pretty good for a man’s 
ego. 


Specification and performance data 


12 % 20 24 28 32. 3% 
SECONDS 


Car Tested: Panther Lima Sports two-seater, price £4998. DTV 
engine modification, £701. 

Engine: Four cylinders 76.2 x 97.5mm (2279cc); 169bhp DIN at 
6000rpm; belt-driven overhead camshaft; two twin-choke Delloto 
carburettors; Lumenition electronic ignition. 

Transmission: Single dry plate clutch; four-speed synchromeeh 
gearbox with central change, ratios 1.0,1.41, 2.15 and 3.11 to 1: 
hypoid rear axle, ratio 3.46 to 1. 

Chassis: Stee! floor pan, reinforced with square tubes; glassfibra 
body with steel doors; independent front suspension by wish- 


| bones, coil springs, and anti-roll bar; rack and pinion steering; live 


rear axie on coil springs with four-link location; servo-assisted 
disc/drum brakes; bolt-on light-alloy wheels (wire-spoked wheels 
extra) fitted 175/70HR13 tyres. 

Equipment: 12-voit lighting and starting; speedometer; rev- 
counter; oil pressure, water temperature and fuel gauges; volt- 
meter; clock; heating, dimisting and ventilation system; wind- 
screen wipers and washers; flashing direction indicators with 
hazard warning. ; 

Dimensions: Wheelbase, 8ft 1in. Track, 4% -3in. Overall length, 
11ft 10in. Width, Sft 3.4in. Weight, 16.7cowt. 

Performance: Maximum speed, 1 1Smpnh. Speeds in geare—third. 
89mpn; second. GOmph; first, 4Omog. : 
248; 0-5S0monh.4_6s: 0-6Ompnh, 6.66; 6-SOugm *1 T= C1007or, 


Handsome 
new Opel 


The Opel Rekord is a medium-sized saloon, 
coming between the smalier Ascona and the 
six-cylinder Commodore. The existing Rekord 
has been an enormous success, but it dates from 
1972 and so the decision has been taken to 
replace it with a model that benefits from recent 
research. 

The object of the design team was to produce 
a car with more head, shoulder and leg room, 
without increasing the overall dimensions. They 
employed the wind tunnel extensively, to re- 
duce fuel consumption, lessen sidewind sensi- 
tivity, and lower the sound level at high speeds. 
In round figures, a reduction of wind resistance 
of some ten per cent has been achieved, from 
which fuel economy and maximum speed have 
been improved by up to five per cent. It is 
impressive that front-end lift has been reduced 
by 46 per cent. and overall lift by 22 per cent, 
while the airflow is such that dirty water is kept 
away from the windows in wet weather. An 
incidental advantage of the efficient aerody- 
namic shape is that the luggage boot has 20 per 
cent greater capacity. 

This new bodyshell is offered as a saloon with 
two or four doors, but the coupé is discontin- 
ued; a three- or five-door estate will also be 
available. An optional “SR Package” gives 


stiffer suspension and quicker steering, while a , 


47 per cent improvement in torsional body 
rigidity must be beneficial to roadholding. 
Much work has also been done in impact safety. 

The basic chassis design remains unchanged, 
but the MacPherson front suspension is actually 
completely new. Teflon coatings on the pistons 
and piston rods reduce friction, both for im- 
proved suspension response and ease of steer- 
ing. A recirculating ball system is retained and 
power-assisted steering is optional, while the 
well-known five-link geometry locates the rear 
axle. 

The existing 1.9-litre engine is available but a 
new 2-litre unit, with an extra 2mm in the bore, 
is likely to be the one for the UK market. It is 
made in 90, 100 and 110bhp forms and may be 
fitted with either a downdraught carburettor or 
Bosch L-Jetronic injection. The usual Opel 
chain-driven high camshaft operates the valves 
through hydraulically-controlled rockers. A 
four-speed manual gearbox is standard, or the 
truly excellent GM Strasbourg automatic trans- 
mission is offered among the many optional 
extras, such as air conditioning. 

Naturally, the pre-production test cars could 
not be taken on roads full of wide-eyed Ger- 
mans. I was therefore confined to the Opel test 
track, which includes a road circuit with every 
sort of corner and surface, plus a flat-out 
banked saucer. Let me say, straight away, that 
the new aerodynamic shape is as pretty as it is 
efficient, and these cars will certainly sell on 
looks. 

The handling is very good indeed and under- 
steer has been reduced to the point where the 
tail can easily be hung out during hard driving. 
However, the balance is such that little con- 
scious correction is called for, the rear end 
seeming to come back into line of its own free 
will. I think that the riding comfort has benefit- 
ed from the suspension changes and certainly 
one is less conscious that a big four-cylinder 
engine is at work. 

Although | was supposed to be trying the cars 
for the respectable family motorists who will 
eventually Sey them, even the most exper- 
ienced test Gomwer hes 2 hidden boy-racer streak 
and I was gaily of heving fun. I would guess 
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Designed in a wind tunnel—the new Rekord. 


circuit than the manual cars, because some of 
the corners seemed to come between second 
and third, while the intermediate ratio of the 
automatic was exactly right. The injection car is 
not all that much faster than the ‘“‘S” version of 
the carburettor model, but it was giving its 
brakes something to think about when driven to 
its limit on the road circuit, though the other 
models had ample brake power. 

Circuit driving teaches many things, but it’s 
no substitute for a proper road test, so I shall be 
badgering Ken Moyes to let me have one of 
these handsome cars when they become avail- 
able in the UK. A new Commodore is anticipat- 
ed at the Frankfurt Show, too, but that one will 
not be in full production until next year. 


In producing a new Granada to meet the 
changed conditions of today, Ford have re- 
tained the front-engined, rear drive concept, 
with independent suspension of all four wheels. 
The car-buying public will now accept efficient 
aerodynamic shapes without blinking, so the 
new body shell has been largely designed in the 
wind tunnel. Improved stability and reduced 
drag have been the targets, with maximum all- 
round visibility always in mind. 

The resulting shape has a clean, functional 
look and drivers of short stature will bless the 
lower bonnet line. This, in conjunction with an 
air dam below the front bumper and the ingen- 
ious aerofoil radiator grille, avoids excessive 
turbulence to disrupt the laminar flow. The 
airflow pattern is also dependent on the angle 
of the roof panel and the shape of the boot lid, 
but the result, in practical terms, is a car that is 
15 per cent more stable in ride winds and has 25 
per cent less wind noise. 

Reduced drag is also advantageous in fuel 
economy terms and, though the new shell is 
better able to absorb crash energy, the car is 
also 100Ib lighter, which again benefits econo- 
my as well as acceleration. A really modern 
stratified temperature heating and ventilation 
system is built in, with provision for optional air 
conditioning. 

At the bottom of the scale, the 2-litre 4- 
cylinder overhead-camshaft engine is retained. 
The existing 3-litre V6 has been dropped and 
the German 2.3-litre and 2.8-litre V6 engines 
have taken its place. These units have electron- 
ic ignition and the new, lighter 2.8-litre car will 
out-perform the present 3-litre. Very exciting 
indeed is a high performance model with fuel 
injection, which has 160bhp and will exceed 
120mph, with 0-60mph in 8.5secs. 

This car has suspension modifications and 
special light-alloy wheel, which carry the new 
Michelin TRX_ ultra-low profile tyres. Im- 
proved rust protection, easier accident repairs, 
reduced repair times, and 12,000 miles service 
intervals. were 
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More economic Granada. 


Specification and performance data. 


Car tested: Ope! Rekord saloon. 

Engine: Four cylinders; valves operated by camshaft and rockers 
with dual roller chain drive. 1.9-ltre—93 x 69.8mm (1897cc); 
compression ratio 7.9 to 1; 75bhp DIN at 4800rpm. 2.0-lltre—95 x 
69.8mm (1979cc); compression ratio 8,0 to 1; 90bhp DIN at 
5200rpm; compression ratio 9.0 to 1; 100bhp DIN at 5200rpm; 
compression ratio 9.4 to 1; and L-Jetronic injection, 110bhp DIN at 
5400rpm. : 
Transmission: Single dry plate clutch; four-speed synchromesh 
gearbox, ratios 1.0,1.336, 2.120 and 3.640 to 1. Extra: Three- 
element torque converter and three-speed automatic transmis- 
sion, ratios 1.0, 1.48 and 2.40 to 1. Hypoid rear axle, ratio 3.89 to 
1, or 3.67 to 1 with 100 and 110bhp engines. 

Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis; MacPherson inde- 
pendent front suspension with anti-roll bar; recirculating ball 
steering (power-assistance extra); live rear axle on coil springs 
with anti-roll bar and five-link location servo-assisted dual-circuit 
disc/drum brakes; bolt-on steel wheels, fitted 185/70SR14 tyres, 
HR on fuel-injection model. 

Dimensions: Wheelbase, 8ft 9in. Track, 4ft 8.5in/4ft 7.6in. Overall 
length, 15ft 0.8in. Width, 5ft 8in. Weight, 21.5cwt. 

Performance: (2-litre fuel-injection) Maximum speed, 111mph. O- 
60mph, 12.0s. 

Fuel Consumption: 9.4 litres/100kms (30mpg). Maker's figures. 


electrically-operated windows and central door 
and boot locking. 

Big cars are still in demand but the para- 
mount need for fuel economy has now reached 
even this exalted level. By improving economy 
without reducing performance, Ford have 
shown their usual grasp of the situation. A 2.1- 
litre Peugeot diesel engine is also catalogued. 


A clean, functional look. 


Specification and performance da 


Car Described: Ford Granada 4-door saloon. 
Engines: 2.0 ohe: 4-cylinders 90.3 x 76.95mm (1993cc). Com- 
pression ratio 9.2 to 1. 99bhp DIN at S200rpm. Belt-driven 
overhead camshaft. Weber twin-choke downdraught carburettor. 
2.3 V6: 6-cylinders 90 x 60.1mm (2293cc). Compression ratio 8.75 + 
to 1. 108bhp DIN at 5000rpm. Pushrod-operated vaives. Solex 
twin-choke downdraught carburettor. 2.8 V6: 6-cylinders 93 x 
68.5mm (2792cc). Compression ratio 9.2 to 1. 135bhp DIN at 
5200rpm. Pushrod-operated overhead valves. Solex twin-choke 
downdraught carburettor. 2.8 V6 Fi: 6-cylinders 93 x 68.5mm 
(2792cc). Compression ratio 9.2 to 1. 160bhp DIN at 5700rpm. 
Pushrod-operated overhead valves. Bosch K-Jetronic injection. 
Transmissions: Single dry plate clutch and 4-speed synchro- 
mesh gearbox, ratios: (for 2.0 and 2.3 engines) 1.0, 1.41, 1.95, 
and 3.16 to 1. Fiuid torque converter and 3-speed automatic 
gearbox, ratios: 1.0, 1.47, and 2.47 to 1. Hypoid final drive, ratio: 
(for 2.0 engine) 3.89 to 1, (for 2.3 engine) 3.64 to 1, (for 2.8 engine) 
3.45 to 1. 
Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis, Independent front 
suspension by wishbones, coil springs, and anti-roli bar. Rack and 
pinion steering, power-assistance optional on 4-cylinder and 
standard on 6-cylinder cars. independent rear suspension by 
semi-trailing arms. and coil springs. Servo-assisted ventilated 
disc/drum brakes. Bolt-on steel wheels, fitted 175 SR 14 or 185 SR 
14 tyres. Light alloy wheels and 190/65 HR 390 TRX tyres with ‘S 
pack’. 
Dimensions: Wheelbase 9ft tin. Track 4ft 11.4in/5Sit 0.5in. Overall 
length 15ft 2.4in, Ghia 15ft 7in. Width Sft 10.5in. Weight 23cwt 36ib 
to 26cwt 97Ib. 
Performance: 2.8 Fi: Maximum speed 120™9". 0-6GOmph 8 5s. 
2.8: Madmum speed 113mph. 0-6Om—> 25s 23: Maxdmun 
speed 104mph. 0-60mpr 11.48. 2.0: Maximum soeec 10279". O- 
S0mon 11 4s 
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His racing programme now run by the David Price Racing Team, Brett Riley’s win was his first ever in Britain. 


Riley starz 
First British win in three years for New Zealander Brett Riley—Top 


continental drivers held at bay by Vandervell regulars—Heat wins for Elgh 
and Daly—Report: JEREMY SHAW—Photography: CHRIS DAVIES 


Britain’s newest race circuit, set amid the 
picturesque woodlands and hills of Doning- 
ton Park, hosted its first major internation- 
al meeting last Friday and Saturday with 
the 12th round of the hotly-contested Euro- 
pean Formula 3 Championship the feature 
event. A fully representative entry was 
received by the British Racing Drivers Club 
with drivers from 15 countries racing seven 
different makes of car. All the top names 
were present with the exceptions of young 
Italians Elio de Angelis and Piero Necchi— 
including the leading four men in the series, 
“Piercarlo Ghinzani, Anders Olofsson, 
Beppe Gabbiani and Nelson Piquet. Sur- 
prisingly, however, none of these was able 
to challenge the dominance of one man in 
the final. 

Two qualifying heats on Saturday morn- 
ing had been won by the Chevrons of Derek 
Daly and Eje Elgh but the David Price 
Racing team carried out a couple of tweaks 
in the luncheon interval to their March 773 
and Brett Riley was able to score a most 
convincing and highly skilful victory in the 
final. Brett is a 23-year-old New Zealander, 
now resident in London, who has been 
racing in Atlantic and F3 over here for 
three years now. This season he joined the 
now defunct AFMP-March team and with 
backing from the Starz rock group of New 
York has put in some good performances, 
although nome as good as his drive on 
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He passed the early leader, Eje Elgh, 
after five laps and then pulled out a slight 
cushion which he was able to maintain 
almost at will for the remainder of the 
event’s 32 laps. Elgh and Daly took second 
and third after a good dice, while Ghinzani 
proved to be the best of the European 
interlopers in fourth and thus strengthens 
his lead in the series. 


Riley—starz in his eyes... . 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Following a week's unofficial testing on the 1.96-mile 
Derbyshire track, which was unfamiliar to many of 
the participants, there were two officially-timed 
sesions, each of one-hour duration, on Friday. 

In the first of these, Donington ‘expert’ Geoffrey 
Brabham once again set the pace in his Brabham 
Racing Organisation/Esso Uniflo Ralt RT1 and his 
time was good enough to stand for his third pole 
position of the season at Donington. The Australian 
was looking as confident as ever but was hoping to 
make a better start than his previous efforts: “It’s 
about time I made a good start. It must be my turn to 
get down to the first corner first.” 

The David Price Racing Starz-backed March 773 of 
Brett Riley turned a few heads in the morning with a 
second fastest time which, although he was unable to 
improve in the afternoon, still left him in the middle 
of the front row. Derek Daly again looked good in 
Derek McMahon’s Chevron and completed the front 
row. Two of the few drivers to improve in the 
afternoon session were Brazilian Nelson Piquet and 
Dane John Neilson, both in Ralts, and they made up 
row 2. 

Further down the order, Championship leader 
Piercarlo Ghinzani was not happy with the handling 
of his Paulo Pavenello-prepared March 773 and had 
to settle for the third row but even this was one better 
than poor Stephen South, who just could not under- 
stand what was wrong with his Team BP March 773, 
although “I think the engine’s down a bit.” 

At the very back of the grid were Jorge Koechlin in 
the Argo JM1 that was used rather more effectively 
by Ireland’s David Kennedy the week before in 
Germany, and local driver John Bright. The Anglia 
Cars team are contracted to run the Peruvian in 
English F3 races as well as the Swiss Rudi Gygax so 
poor David had tq try to content himself with merely 
spectating. As you can imagine, he didn’t really 
succeed! John Bright, on the other hand, would 
normally have been higher up the field but was taking 
advantage of the European status and trying out some 
Dunlop rubber. “I couldn’t have afforded to buy 
some GS50s (at £300-odd per set) anyway so why 
not?” He at least learnt that the tyres are not yet 
competitive. 

QUALIFIERS—HEAT ONE 
Geoffrey Brabham (AUS).......... RT 
Brett Rillay (NZ) ...-sscsssscsecseeceeens 
Derek Daly (EIR)........ a 
Neison Piquet (BR) ....... 
John Nielson (DK).......... 
Patrick Gaillard (F) ........ 
Piercarlo Ghinzani (1) .... 
Stefan Johansson (S).... 
Stephen South (GB)...... 
Huub Rothengatter (NL) 
Thorkild Thyrring (DK) ... 
Jean-Louis Schlessor (F 
Tiff Needell (GB) ........... 
Daniele Albertin (1) .... 
Juan Villacieros (E) ....... 
Philippe Colonna (F) ..... ate 
Armin Gonrad (CH) ....seccceereenes 
Aryon Cornelson Filho (BR) 
Don Farthing (GB) ............ssace0 
Jorge Koechlin (YV) ae 12. 
John Bright (GB)... Wheatcroft R18.....cse seen 112.78 

Almost all the second heat runners improved their 
times in the second practice session except for Anders 
Olofsson, whose Ralt slipped from an early pole to an 
eventual fourth overall. The amiable Swede had his 
better engine fail him during midweek testing so had 
to rely on his older unit which was, he thought, a little 
down on power. Eventually, it was his fellow- 
countryman Eje Elgh who claimed the honour of the 
pole in his Marlboro/Plastic Padding, works-run 
Chevron B38. 

A slight change to the geometry of the rear 
suspension on the works March in the form of a 
lowered top link mounting enabled James King to go 
better than of late but it was still a surprise to see him 
in the middle of the front row. 

An interesting sight on the second row was Derek 
Warwick, or rather his car was. A sponsor, who 
wishes at this stage to remain anonymous, had bought 
a new engine for the talented Hampshire driver at 
Monaco and has now chipped in with brand new Ralt 
RT1 to replace the Chevron! Derek was still acclima- 
tising himself to his new mount and was having a 
minor problem selecting third gear which resulted in a 
spin into the sand at Coppice at the end of the second 
session. It was also discovered after practice that 
Derek had not been using full throttle as the bolt on 
the pedal-stop had come undone and foreshortened 
the full pedal-travel. Derek was well impressed with 
the car especially on the straights and through quicker 
corners. 

The Unipart Racing Team were trying a kind of 
sub-frame on the back of Ian Taylor’s usual Dolo- 
mite-engined March which was designed to stiffen the 
rear end of the car. Unfortunately a poor engine kept 
him from going as well as he otherwise might and he 
qualified on only the third row. Next up should have 
been Maric Pati but “it just hasn't been my week. 
Fortunately, Silverstone on Monday is mext week!” 
The Brazilian hed major acceidents both on Wednes- 
day and iz the official practice m bss Rak bet thee 
Se es em ce es See we tw ober =e be ee er oS 


broke up. Biemingbem nightclub owner and enthusi- 
ast Join Stokes drove exceedingly well in his Paul 
Goy-prepared Chevron and qualified well up on the 
fourth row and ahead of such notables as Aussie Paul 
Bernasconi and German Bertram Schaffer both in 
Ralts. 


QUALIFIERS—HEAT TWO 
EfO Eig (S).......:ccecesccsecsereeseneee Chevron BSB.........c.cccsseesserecne 1:10.80 
James King (USA)... March 773........05 «1:10.99 
Beppe Gabbiani (I)... GReVrON BSB. ins. .0<sceteccssacosncce 1:11.14 
Anders Olofsson (S) .......c.scs00 BeBe eos csscntpprschastacetstactnce 1:11.18 
Derek Warwick (GB) ............... FRBIER IC see seteceets nee orice, « 1:11.24 
HAN FIUX (GB) .....scccsccseevsccsseeceees Rait RT1 ...... sevens 1214.94 
Slim Borgudd (S) .............::000000 FRGIEERT, Bikes ercansccassossinceiceuesess 1:11.47 
fan Taylor (GB) ......csessssesreere March 773........cccccoseceseenecenesesens 1:11.60 
Mario Pati (BR) ..........ccceenseee PUGS FUR Porgy ee cecPackoaspnsscbesase htavees 4:11.61 
John Stokes (GB) ............:ssecee Chevron 838... «1:11.67 
Paul Bernasconi (AUS) ............ FA ETS a craks Sie ce eee A 11.94 
Bertram Schaffer (D).............00 PRGURT EEE Ve. cscs -ayabceistastioeschuateoacis 1:12.07 
fan Grob (GB) ........cccccscesecneseeees CHEV SEs. oecsiebaticcieee 1:12.08 


Alan Smith (GB) ....... ~CHeVron BSG............cccccsscusvecees 1:12.49 
Luis Canomanuel (E) FROIRERT Sogiscces cane sseateceeshsdcdbseveess 1:12.59 
Jan Lammers (NL) ... 


Hawke DL18 ......ccccccsssscetcasere 1:12.61 
-Ralt RT1.. x 


-Argo JM1. 
»sPuma 377... 


Fernando Jorge (BR) 
Rudi Gygax (CH) ... 
Nige! Mansell (GB)........ 


HEAT ONE 


Brabham made another of his poor starts from pole 
position while Derek Daly simply flew away and, at 
the end of the first lap, Derek was a clear leader from 
Riley and Piquet, followed by another slight gap 
before Gaillard and Brabham shot past in close order. 
The Irishman was never put under pressure by his 
pursuers and coasted home to a clear win. “I was 
taking it easy. Just wait for the final!” 

The Brazilian tried all he knew to get by Riley for 
second and actually poked his nose past briefly on lap 
6 but Brett was back in front by the end of the lap and 
was able to pull away a little before the end. Geoff 
Brabham challenged Gaillard hard for fourth place 
and this dicing brought them closer to Piquet by the 
end, though the places did not change. 

Thorkild Thyrring ‘“‘made a helluva start’ in his 
Works/Marlboro Chevron and passed seven people 
on the first lap before settling into a steady sixth place 
and clear of a hectic battle for seventh, which went 
finally in the favour of Tiff Needell from an unimpres- 
sive and very ragged Ghinzani. Stephen South had 
been ahead of these two until a spin at Coppice on the 
third lap and he had to make do with tenth behind the 
Swede Stefan Johansson (Argo). The only major 
accident of the weekend occurred on the first lap 
when Daniele Albertin (Ralt) and Philippe Colonna 
(Chevron) crossed paths at the Park Chicane which 
resulted in the Frenchman performing a most spectac- 
ular double-roll from which he was fortunate to 


escape with merely a headache. 

Vandervell Championship European Formula 3 Race—Heat 1 
(10 laps): 1, Derek Daly (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B38), 11m 
58.38s, 98.09mph; 2, Brett Riley (March-Toyota/Novamotor 773), 12m 
1.568; 3, Nelson Piquet (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 12m 2.448; 4, 
Patrick Gaillard (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor 838), 12m 3.148; 5, 
Geoffrey Brabham (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 12m 3.51; 6, Thor- 
kild Thyrring (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B38), 12m 8.098. Fastest 
lap: Piquet, 1m 10.868, 99.44mph. 


HEAT TWO 


The start looked, from my vantage point at Redgate 
Lodge, to be a highly dangerous affair as Beppe 
Gabbiani slithered off the line in his Chevron and 
tried to cut immediately over to the inside of the track 
from his outside position on the front row. The car 
went very sideways but the quick-reacting young 
Italian soon had the matter under control and he led 
towards the corner from Elgh and Warwick. The 
Swede, however, had no intentions of losing his 
rightful line and held on doggedly to scramble round 
in the lead from Beppe’s similar car. 

For two laps, the Italian exerted great pressure on 
the Swede but the former then lost time with a long 
autocrossing moment on the grass at Coppice and by 
the time he had recovered, Elgh was away into a clear 
lead. Both Olofsson and Warwick also went past 


Neither Stephen South, Nelson Piquet or Thorkild Thyrring (left to right) showed as much form as they hav 


before Gabbiani rejoined im the middle of a dice 
between Ian Flux (Ockley Ralt), Slim Borgudd (in 
Hakan Alriksson’s Ralt) and King, who had made a 
very slow start. 

Warwick spent all of the ten laps locking vainly for 
a way past Olofsson and these two pulled clear of 
Flux, who was hard-pressed to hold off the advances 


of Gabbiani and Borgudd. 

Vandervell Championship European Formula 3 Race—Heat 2 
(10 laps): 1, EJe Elgh (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B38), 11m 58.06s, 
98.13mph; 2, Anders Olofsson (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 12m 
1.838; 3, Derek Warwick (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 12m 2.18; 4, 
lan Flux (Rait-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 12m 6.938; 5, Beppe Gabbiani 
(Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B38), 12m 7.21s; 8, Slim Borgudd (Rait- 
Toyota/Novamotor AT1), 12m 7.67s. Fastest lap: Elgh, 1m 11.01s, 
99.23mph. 


FINAL 


The grid order for the final saw Elgh, as fastest heat 
winner, on pole position flanked by Daly and Riley, 
with Olofsson and Warwick on the second row, 
Piquet, Gaillard and Brabham on the third and Flux 
and Gabbiani on the fourth. In all, there were 24 cars 
on the grid and a close race was assured. 

As the lights flicked to green, Derek Daly was the 
first to show but Eje Elgh held on to his better line 
and dived into Redgate ahead of the Irishman, who 
slid slightly wide and was elbowed back to third by 
Brett Riley. At the Park chicane at the end of the first 
lap, Elgh was a couple of lengths clear of the other 
two who were closely followed by Olofsson, Warwick 
and a very quick starting Thyrring. Gabbiani held 
seventh ahead of Brabham, Ghinzani, Piquet, King, 
South and the rest all filing through without drama. 

On the second lap, however, Warwick became the 
first casualty as he lost control of his Ralt through the 
tricky downhill Craner Curves. “I just got sucked 
off,”’ explained Derek later. He had’ been following 
Olofsson extremely closely and the turbulence appar- 
ently caused his car to go very ‘light’ before plunging 
off into the weeds. Derek was unhurt. 

After five laps, the three leaders had closed up into 
a line astern formation, leaving Olofsson to fend off a 
growing challenge from Gabbiani who had already 
demoted Thyrring’s Chevron. Eje Elgh ran wide into 
Redgate for the sixth time—‘“I missed the brake 
pedal and I became a bit rushed”—which enabled 
Riley to take the lead but, as Eje said later, “I 
thought, ‘no problem.’ I should be able to get past 
him again. But he drove excellently. I didn’t know he 
was so good!” 

Over the course of the next few laps, Brett built up 
a useful cushion over the two Chevrons and seemed 
able to hold it as he wished. Once or twice Elgh 
would close up on the March but each time Brett 
would slip in a couple of quicker laps and restore the 
status quo. It was a first class drive by the New 
Zealander and was also his very first race win in this 
country. Brett seemed a little nervous at the presenta- 
tion but was highly delighted with both himself and 
the car. “It’s easy out front,’ he said, matter-of- 
factly. : 

Beppe Gabbiani took little time to dispose of 
Olofsson, whose engine was distinctly down-on- 
power, and even began to make an impression upon 
the Elgh/Daly dice in front, although before he came 
close enough to challenge he picked up a puncture 
and had to pit for a replacement. His place was then 
taken by Ghinzani who had been driving with great 
abandon, throwing the car all around the circuit in 
fine style. He passed the slowing Gabbiani on lap 20 
and closed quickly on Daly. Derek, however, was not 
going to give away his hard-earned third place 
without a fight and even though the Italian March 
nosed past at Redgate on a couple of occasions, the 
Chevron was always back in front by the end of the 
lap. It seems that in one of these manoeuvres the 
March damaged a wheel rim, which upset the 
handling slightly so Piercarlo settled back for a secure 
fourth place, though he was almost caught on the line 
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e done already this season, although Piquet broke the lap record. 


by the hard trying Geoff Brabham. 

The Dane, Thyrring, missed a gear after about ten 
laps and ‘buzzed’ his engine to 9000rpm, which did it 
no good at all and he dropped down helplessly to 
ninth at the end. South and Piquet had been dicing 
for this place for much of the race behind Brabham, 
whose car had been trailing a wisp of oil-smoke for 
many laps without apparent engine damage before 
the Brazilian nipped by South as the pair of them 
shaped up to overtake the slowing Olofsson. Stephes 
had to settle for seventh ahead of Anders and 
Thyrring, these being the last of the real front 
runners 
_ Tiff Needell rounded off the top ten in his Unipart 
car having survived an early attempt on his life by his 
supposed: team-mate, Ian Taylor, at the chicane and 
he then ran for most of the race in complete solitude. 
John Stokes put in another fine drive to be 12th after 
18 laps but then fell foul of the high kerbing at the 
Old Hairpin and was lucky to escape without personal 
injury from a very big accident: “It was almost as 
horrifying as when the VAT: man comes,” he joked 
later. Ian Flux was an early retirement with the 
gearbox on his Ralt jammed in two gears (quote from 
his father: ‘he couldn’t decide which to take, so he 
took both!’’) so Stefan Johansson took 11th place 
from a fast-closing Gaillard who had performed two 
spins at the chicane. . 

It had been an exciting race, featuring a fine drive 
from Riley, though the general standard of driving 
was of the very highest order and bodes well for 
Formula One in a couple of years’ time. 

Vandervell Championship European Formula 3 Race 
Donington, August 27 
32 laps, 62.63 miles 
1, Brett Riley (March-Toyota/Novamotor 773), 38m 17.508, 98.14mph; 
2, Eje Eigh (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B38), 38m 18.99s; 
3, Derek Daly (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B38), 38m 20.468; 
4, Piercarlo Ghinzani (March-Toyota/Novamotor 773), 38m 24.168; 
5, Geoffrey Brabham (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 38m 24.438; 
6, Nelson Piquet (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor AT1), 38m 25.948; 


7, Stephen South (March-Toyota/Novamotor 763), 38m 28.948; 8, 
Anders Olofsson (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 38m 31.168; 9, Thor- 


‘ kild Thyrring (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor 838), 38m 32.42s; 10, Tiff 


Needell (March-Triumph/Holbay 773), 38m 42.058. Fastest fap: 
Piquet, 1m 10.728, $9.62mph. 


SUPPORTING RACES 


In addition to the prestigious European F3 race, the 
organisers had laid on a very full and varied pro- 
gramme of supporting events which kept the crowd 
well-entertained. The most exciting of these was an 
incredibly hard-fought Lord’s Taverners FF2000 race 
which featured some rather unruly tactics and left 
nearly half of the runners by the wayside before the 
end! 

_ The long day started at 10.30am with the first of 
three Formula Ford 1600 heats to determine who 
would qualify for the Brush Fusegear final-at the end 
of the day. Trevor van Rooyen had absolutely no 
trouble in securing his 23rd garland of the summer 
with his smart SDC Royale RP24. Donald MacLeod 
(Wan Diemen) shook off the attentions of Peter 
Morgan’s Royale RP21 for second place but could do 
nothing about the fleeing South African. 

In the second heat, Michael Roe (Van Diemen) 
diced initially with John Village’s Royale RP24 and 
David Leslie’s similar but updated car until the 
Cumbrian’s clutch disintegrated. Then Village fell 
back a little when a fuel line came loose and left the 
carburettor sucking in rather more air than petrol, 
leaving Roe the win. 

Yves Sarazin (Royale) gave Nigel Mansell (Crosslé 
32F) something to think about for a couple of laps in 
the third heat but thereafter was able to offer no 
challenge and Nigel pulled out to a comfortable win. 

Mansell provoked too much wheelspin at the start 
of the final and was swallowed up by the pack from 
which Trevor van Rooyen was quickly able to make a 


» 


EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
DONINGTON PARK 


continued 


break. The blue Royale hove into sight around 
Coppice with a clear lead over Sarazin and the rest 
while, at Park Chicane, Michael Roe found that “the 
track was full of cars so I had to go on the grass!”’ His 
Van Diemen cut at least 30 yards across the grass 
before rejoining the tarmac, sideways, halfway 
through the corner and T-boning an innocent Rick 
Morris (Hawke). Somehow, a huge accident was 
avoided but this incident allowed van Rooyen to gain 
even more of a lead. After his ignition cut out 
suddenly at Coppice on lap 2, Mansell became 
embroiled in this big group dicing for second and was 
not able to find a way through until the fourth lap. He 
was obviously the only one able to offer any sort of 
challenge to Trevor and he determinedly set about 
reducing the South African’s 4secs advantage. The 
Crosslé was visibly quicker through the chicane but, 
as Trevor said later, ‘‘I saw him coming but I knew he 
couldn’t catch me’’. Nigel was still 2secs in arrears at 
the end although he had set the fastest lap and so still 
lead the championship by one point! (before Silver- 
stone on Monday). Roe made sure of third place 
while Bernard Devaney. braked almost impossibly 
late at the chicane on the last lap to ‘annex fourth in 
his Hawke from Sarazin, Barry Pigot (Saffire Van 
Diemen), MacLeod and Morgan, who had earlier lost 
his RP21’s nose. 

Leicester man Grahame Tilley scored a decisive 
win in the FF2000 qualifying race with his RE Bates 
& Son Hawke DL14. Geoff Friswell looked as if he 
would make it a Bates 1-2 with his newly rebuilt DL16 
but retired with a puncture, while Richard Wills 
(Delta) and Daniel Puerta (Crosslé) delayed them- 
selves with spins so Dutchman Ros di Giaxa de Salvi 
took over second in his Crosslé from his compatriot 
Jim Vermeulen, also in a Crosslé. 

After the lunch break came a West Zone Interna- 
tional Formula Super Vee race which was not nearly 
so exciting as some seen in the past. German Axel 
Plankenhorn seemed to have the race sewn up in his 
gold and black Warsteiner Lola but succumbed after 
ten laps when the throttle spindle in the carb broke. 
Dutch driver Kees Trouw had been second in his 
similar Lola T328 but was passed by a dicing Arie 
Luyendijk and Daniel Herregods in yet more Lolas so 
Luyendijk took, over the lead and stayed ahead to 
score a clear victory from his Belgian counterpart 
Herregods. These two now share the championship 
lead (before Silverstone on Monday). Mike Catlow 
(Royale) was best Brit in sixth place after Ronnie 
Grant’s Taurus expired. 

A Hitachi special saloon race was enlivened by a 
great dice for 850cc class awards. While John 
Homewood pulverised the opposition in his Godfrey 
Hill Integral Imp, Bill Barrett followed in his Mini- 
Ford and then came the 850 battle. David Enderby 
led until halfway in his Pole Position Racing/Esso 
Mini but Charles Bernstein then took over in his 
beautifully prepared Patrick Motors Mini to win 
narrowly from Enderby, Fred Hendy (Imp) and Peter 
Day’s 2-cylinder Ford-engined Mini. 

The Lord’s Taverners FF2000 final was led away by 
Frank Sytner’s Foxwood Sytner Racing Royale RP25, 
while Mike Quinn (Robin Hood Reynard), Steve 
Farthing (Littlesea Reynard), Rad Dougall (Tole- 
mans/Kismet Royale), Oscar Notz (Crosslé) and the 
rest were ali nose to tail! The Venezuelan, Notz, was 
the first to go when he tried to oust Dougall at the 
chicane and came off worst, spinning on to the infield 
at the exit of the corner and then Farthing also had 2 
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It was interesting to see Formula Super Vee (above) and the British equivalent, Formula Ford 2000, at the same 
meeting. The potent 1600cc VW-powered Super Vees, seen here led by Axel Plankenhorn, are about 2secs per lap 
quicker than the FF2000 although, as Oscar Notz is proving the grass-based FF2000 ‘line’ is unusual. 


spun. Sytner and Quinn were still, unaffected, al- 
though Philip Bullman had driven very well to avoid 
all the drama and move up from his fourth row grid 
position to a challenging third. Quinn made a couple 
of attempts to pass Sytner into the chicane but the 
Royale man was able to keep his advantage but, on 
lap 11, the two cars came together at Hollywood. “I 
was trying to keep my line,” said Frank afterwards 
explaining how he moved across to the right of the 
track but Mike was already starting to move alongside 
having made a faster exit from the Redgate corner. 
Blame was difficult to apportion but both carw spun 
out of the race and Bullman was left with a clear road, 
“I’d have beaten them anyway,” said a happy Philip 
after the race. : 


Desiré Wilson made no errors on her way to a good 


second, while Dougall recovered to take third on the 
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last lap from Huub Vermeulen’s Crosslé. Rick Gorne 
brought his S&G Stores Elden into fifth place and 
held off the attacks of Syd Fox’s Condor/Palliser. 

Two Tricentrol Clubmans races rounded off the 
day. In the ‘A’ class race, Malcolm Jackson continued 
his fine return to the class after an unsuccessful foray 
into FF2000 and won in David Harrington’s U2, 
though the star of the race was Divina Galica who had 
been boxed behind Chris Greville-Smith’s Phantom 
in the early stages after a poor start. Divi really flew 
in her efforts to close on Jackson and set a scintillat- 
ing new lap record, which would have put her well up 
the F3 grid! 

Guess who won the B-sports race? Nick Linney was 
able to offer no challenge to Dud Moseley, while 
Willie Green, guesting in Phil Creighton’s U2, retired 
with a broken throttle cable from third place. 
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Brush Fusegear Formula Ford 1600 Championship race, Heat 1 
(7 laps): 1, Trevor van Rooyen (Royaie-Minister RP24), 9m 35.0s, 
85.77mph; 2, Donald MacLeod (Van Diemen-Scholar RF77), 9m 
41.38; 3, Peter Morgan (Royale-Minister RP21), 9m 42.5s; 4, David 
Sears (Royale-Scholar RP24), 9m 50.4s. Fastest lap: van Rooyen, 1m 
20.7s, 87.30mph. 

Brush Fusegeer Formula Ford 1600 Championship race, Heat 2 
(7 laps): 1, Michae! Roe (Van Diemen-Scholar RF77), 9m 39.2s, 


85.15mph; 2, John Village (Royale-Titan RP24), 9m 43.2s; 3, Rick - 


Morris (Hawke-Scholar DL17), 9m 46.7s; 4, Barry Pigot (Van Diemen- 
Scholar RF77), 9m 46.9s. Fastest lap: Pigot, 1m 21.4s, 86.48mph. 
Brush Fusegear Formula Ford 1600 Championship race, Heat 3 
(7 laps): 1, Nigel Mansell (Crossié-Minister 32F), 9m 38.8s, 85.20mph; 
2, Yves Sarazin (Royaie-Rowland AP24), 9m 46.38; 3, George Caton 
(Hawke-Scholar DL19), 9m 46.6s; 4, Rhett Parker (Van Diemen- 
Minister RF74), 9m 49.5s. Fastest lap: Mansell, 1m 21.0, 86.96mph. 
Lord's Taverners Formula Ford 2000 Quailfying race (7 laps): 1, 
Grahame Tilley (Hawke-Scholar DL14), 9m 24.88, 87.32mph; 2, Ros di 
Giaxa de Salvi (Crossié-Titan 33F), 9m 31.38; 3, Jim Vermeulen 
(Crossié-Titan 33F), 9m 32.6s; 4, Frank Bradley (Elden-Brown Mk22), 
9m 36.7s. Fastest lap: Richard Wills (Detta-Holbay 77), 1m 78.7s. 
89.53mph. 
West Zone internationai Formule Super Vee race (18 laps): *. 
Arie Luyendijk (Loia-Schrick T328), 22m 49.56s, S2.5imph, 2, Daniel 
Herregods (Loie-Schrick T1328), 22m 53.22s: 3, Kees Trouw (Lom-VW 
7328), 22m 59.36s; 4. Frank Lampe (AGS-Grved DLO'), 23> 547s 
Luc de Cock (Lole-Heidegger T3285), 23- 1991s; 6. Mike Catcw 
(Royele-Heidegger P'S). 23> 31 27s Festest lap: Leyes *— 


15m 15.68; 4, David Enderby (850 Morris Mini). 851-1000cc: 7. 
Homewood; 2, Barrett; 3, Paul Haywood-Halfpenny (1.0 Hillman Imp)- 
Fastest lap: Homewood, 1m 26.0s, 81.88mph. Up to 850cc: 7. 
Bernstein, 76.95mph; 2, Enderby; 3, Fred Hendy (850 Sunbeam imp)_ 
Fastest lap: Enderby, 1m 29.6s, 78.57mph. 

Lord’s Taverners Formula Ford 2000 Championship race (12 
laps): 1, Philip Bullman (Hawke-Rowland DL16), 15m 40.98 
89.86mph; 2, Desiré Wilson (Crossié-Titan 33F), 15m 42.0s; 3, Rad 
Dougall (Royale-Titan AP25), 15m 44.88; 4, Huub Vermeulen 
(Crossié-Titan 33F), 15m 45.3s; 5, Rick Gorne (Elden-Brown Mk22). 
15m 55.0s; 6, Syd Fox (Palliser 76-Minister), 15m 55.5s. Fastest tap: 
Dougall, 1m 16.4s, 92.13mph (record). 

Tricentrol Car Group Clubmans Sports Championship race & 
(10 laps): 1, Malcolm Jackson (Mallock U2-Arden Mk18B), 12m 18.28. 
95.45mph; 2, Divina Galica (Mallock U2-Morgan Mk18B), 12m 21.28; 
3, Chris Greville-Smith (Phantom-Swindon P76), 12m 33.68; 4, Vernon 
Davies (Mallock U2-Holbay Mk18), 12m 43.97s; 5, David Orbel 
(Stallwood U2-Holbay Mk16), 12m 44.5s; 6, Andy Smith (Mallock-Ford 
Mk17B), 12m 44.98. Fastest lap: Galica, 1m 11.58, 98.44mph 
(record). 

Tricentro! Car Group Clubmans Sports Championship race & 
(10 laps): 1, Dud Moseley (Mallock U2-Davron Mk18BX), 13m 245s. 
87.58mph. 2, Nick Linney (Maillock U2-Fewkes Mk168), 13m 40-2s; 3. 
Steve Collier (Haggispeed-Ttan Mk6), 13m 50.2s: 4, Gary Ferriman 
(taliock U2-Devron Mk‘6), 1Sm 521s: 5. Robin Henderson (Maliock 
U2-Mirister Mx188). 14— 1s: 6. Peter Ludiors (Diamond fod F7). 
147-5 3s Festest lap: Mosetey 17 99 Os 59 0Sc>o° 
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is Donington disappointment with a confident win at Silverstone two days later. 


Trivellato 
traveller 


Gabbiani (Chevron) leads all the way—South slowed by puncture— 


Piquet third from pole—Report: JEREMY SHAW. 


Twenty-year-old Italian Beppe Gabbiani 
made his visit to this country extremely 
worthwhile by winning the Bank Holiday 
Vandervell International Formula 3 race at 
Silverstone last Monday in his Trivellato 
Chevron B38. Having been delayed on 
Saturday at Donington with a puncture, 
Beppe was really out to prove his worth and 
did so in no uncertain fashion. Taking the 
lead right from the moment that the lights . 
flicked to green, the light blue Chevron was 
miever put under any real pressure and he 
frove coolly and calmly to victory, not even 
being worried by a slow puncture towards 
the end that threatened to put to waste all 
his hard work. Stephen South gave vain 
thase in his Team BP March, but he too 
suffered a rear puncture and so had to 
settle for second place. This 25-lap event 
was the feature race of a most enjoyable 
meeting (slickly organised, as ever, by the 
resident BRDC) and the huge holiday 
frowd also were treated to a beautifully 
warm and sunny day. Of the supporting 
mces, Trevor van Rooyen proved to be 
massailable in his SDC Royale RP24, while 
t superb Esso Uniflo Saloon race lost its 
wo front runners, Mick Hill and Colin 
wawker, in 2 last corner incident which left ' 
sraham Goode 2 most surprised winner. 


Virtually all the people who had raced at Donington 
on Saturday were scheduled to journey the 50-odd 
miles down the M1 to Northamptonshire and, accord- 
ingly, the BRDC arranged to accept the fastest 24 
cars from practice and the next six from a qualifying 
race. However, there were many non-arrivals and 
everyone who was fit to race did actually get a run. 

There were two practice sessions, each of just half 
an hour’s duration, one for the odd numbers on the 
entry list and one for the ‘evens’. From the first 
session, the former Brazilian kart and Vee Champion 
Nelson Piquet looked as smooth as at the Grand Prix 
meeting in July, and lapped with the minimum of fuss 
and bother to record the fastest time of all. Beppe 
Gabbiani did not seem to be afflicted by the oversteer 
complaint from which most of the other Chevron B38 
runners suffered, but he looked most spectacular in 
posting the fastest time of the ‘evens’, which was good 
enough for the middle of the front row. The third 
man on the front row, and fastest Briton, was 
Stephen South, who was much happier than at 
Donington with his Team BP March. 

Also in a happier frame of mind was the next man, 
32-year-old former German F3 Champion Bertram 
Schafer. The wiry little German has been most 
unhappy lately with his Klaus Zimmerman Racing 
Ralt, and has not been able to explain his poor 
showings: “‘I was so relieved to find a spring on the 
back, that was no good. It hardly feels like my car 
now. It’s so different!” 

The American, James King, shared row 2 with 
Schafer in his works March which now uses the 
prototype suspension for next year’s F3 chassis. This 
revised s¢t-up has apparently cured the car’s tendency 
for ‘oversteer in and understeer out’, and James said 
that “you can now turn in to the corner and know 
where the car is going to go” —useful! 

Derek Daly was running with very little downforce 
on his McMahon Racing B38 and “I hope I don't lose 
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oversteer and wheelspin out of the hairpin, but he still 
qualified on the fourth row with Geoff Brabham for 
company. “The car doesn’t seem to like the condi- 
tions” shrugged a mystified Australian, “it’s very 
slippery out there but I’m nearly a second off what F 
normally do.” 

John Bright qualifed a most creditable 11th fastest 
with his neat Wheatcroft R18 and showed a marked 
improvement on his grid placing at Donington where 
he had been using Dunlop tyres. “We’ve done 
nothing to it at all other than put it back on to G54s”, 
reported John, who looked very pleased with life. 

Saturday’s victor Brett Riley, however, was not so 
full of the joie de vivre when he found the car handling 
completely differently. When the David Price team 
checked things over after the session, they found all 
the settings to be wrong—sabotage? Brett didn’t like 
to believe it: “I feel fine, but the car’s suffered a 
relapse’’! 

Derek Warwick found his Ralt not quite right 
following his Saturday excursion and so ended up 
back on row 8: “I’m going to have to work pretty hard 
to win, aren’t I?” Some idea of the competitiveness of 
F3 these days was given by the fact that the fastest 23 
cars were all covered by a mere second—think about 
it! 


FASTEST QUALIFIERS 
Neilson Piquet (BR). <i 
Beppe Gabbiani (L) 
Stephen South (GB 
Bertram Schaffer (D) . at 
James King (USA)................2.068 
Mario Pati(BR)....... 
Derek Daly (EIR) .... 
lan Flux (GB) .......... 
Patrick Gaillard (F).........cs.sscccceee 
Geoffrey Brabham (AUS) .......... 
John Bright (GB)......0....:ecee eee 
Brett Riley (NZ)........... ae 
Piercarlo Ghinzani (I) 
lan Taylor (GB)....... 
Jorge Koechlin (YV). 
Tiff Needell (GB)..... 
Paul Bernasconi (AUS)... 
Don Farthing (GB).......... 
Derek Warwick (GB)....... ie 
Huub Rothengatter (NL) ............ 
Jean-Louis Schlessor (F)........... 
Juan Villacieros (E)........-....c06 
Armin Conrad (CH)......... ~ 
lan Grob (GB)..............00 
Chris Farrell (AUS)......... 
Nigel Mansell (GB) ..... 
Reudi Gygax (Ch)...... 
Pierre Dieudonne (B).. 
Phil Silverstone (GB)... 
*John Neilson (DK) - ob 
*Did not start . 


RACE 


Piquet made a real dog’s dinner of his start and 
slipped way down the field as they all rushed up to 
Copse on the first lap. Gabbiani, however, had made 
a fine getaway, as had Daly from the third row, and it 
was these two who peeled into the corner in the 
premier positions, followed closely by South and the 
rest. By the end of the lap, the Italian already had 
some daylight between the rear of his car and his 
pursuers, while those well-known sparring partners 
South and Daly succeeded in rounding Woodcote 
side-by-side before Stephen was able to move into 
second place under braking for Copse. 

Piquet had recovered to fourth place, thanks to 
punting his fellow Brazilian Mario Pati out of the way 
at Copse, while Schafer, Gaillard, Flux, King, Ghin- 
zani, Riley and Bright all followed in line astern. 
Piquet moved ahead of Derek Daly at Becketts on lap 
2 and immediately began to hound South’s March, 
while Daly was able to keep clear of the hectic battle 
behind him. 

Gaillard forced his way to the front of the pack on 
lap 3, at the expense of Ian Flux, but the young 
Briton fought back strongly and regained the place on 
the next tour. This was real racing. Unfortunately, 
Flux then-had his engine overheat and he dropped 
swiftly to the back of the group before spinning at 
Becketts and finally finishing 14th. 

Riley really had the bit between his teeth and set 
fastest lap of the race as he fought up to fifth place 
and actually made some impression on Daly, but the 
leeway proved to be just too much to make up. Tiff 
Needell too was going extremely well and shadowed 
the Star-March until missing a gear four laps from the 
end; thereafter he had to settle for a fine sixth place. 

Up at the front, Gabbiani was driving well within 
himself but then had to sweat a little over the last few 
laps with a deflating left rear tyre. Luckily for him, 
everything kept together and he was an elated 
winner, while South had to contend with a similar 
puncture though on his car’s right rear wheel al- 
though Stephen complained that the car had not felt 
right from the start. 

Piquet found the nose damage on his car, a legacy 
of his first lap fracas, upset the handling slightly, and 
did not offer a serious challenge to South after lap 20, 
when he had passed the March under braking for 
Woodcote only to run wide and be setekes oc the 
exit 
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Daly found his car oversteering more than ever, 
bat had enough in hand over the rapid March duo 
Riley and Needell, while King had also kept pace 
with these two for much of the way before settling for 
seventh ahead of the hard-working Gaillard and 
Bright. 

Ghinzani retired his Allegrini March with nose 
damage following a contretemps with King at Becketts 
in the early stages, and Mario Pati eventually gave up 
with a broken engine mounting that had dire effects 
on the handling of his Ralt and for which he blamed 
Piquet. Warwick soldiered on to tenth place in his 
new Ralt having just held off the advances of Jorge 
Koechlin and Don Farthing. Another to suffer a 
puncture was Schifer, who slipped slowly down the 
charts. 


Vandervell Formula 3 Championship, round 5 
Sliverstone, August 29 
: 26 laps—40.20 miles 
4, Beppe Gabblani (Chevron-Toyote/Novamotor B38), 23m 30.46s, 
102.60mph; 
2, Stephen South (March-Toyota/Novamotor 773), 23m 31.308; 
3, Nelson Piquet (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 23m 32.58s; 
4, Derek Daly (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B38), 23m 36.73s; 
6, Brett Riley (March-Toyota/Novamotor 773), 23m 37.928; 
6, Tiff Needell (March-Triumph/Holbay 773), 23m 39.60s; 

7, James King (March-Toyota/Novamotor 773), 23m 42.428; 8. 
Patrick Gaillard (Chevron-Toyote/Novamotor 838), 23m 44.638; 9, 
John Bright (Wheatcroft Toyota/Novamotor R18), 23m 46.545; 10, 
Derek Warwick (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 23m 47.64s. 

Fastest lap: Riley, 55.798, 103.76mph. 


SUPPORTING RACES 


The first of the two Brush Fusegear FF1600 heats 
provided little excitement as Trevor van Rooyen took 
a very easy victory with his SDC Royale RP24, 
although Bernard Devaney (works Hawke DL19) 
and Peter Morgan (Royale RP21) did their best to 
amuse everyone by dicing hard for second place, the 
honour of which eventually fell to the Irishman. 

Heat two, on the other hand, featured a magnifi- 
cent battle for the lead between the latest Van 
Diemens of Michael Roe and Barry Pigot and Nigel 
Mansell’s McKechnie Wine/Abacus Trailers Crosslé 
32F. Roe tried far too hard on lap 2 to pass both his 
adversaries in one fell swoop, and ran very wide at 
Woodcote and only just avoided being caught up in 
the catchfencing. He lost several lengths on the other 
two but drove hard to regain lost time before being 
halted permanently by a blown engine—a sad end to 
a good effort. Pigot and Mansell remained locked in 
battle until the last corner, where Mansell hugged the 
inside line all the way down the straight and left Barry 
with no alternative but to try the outside line around 
Woodcote. Needless to say, that didn’t work, and 
Nigel took a fine win, while Paul Smith (Royale 
RP24) was rather overshadowed as he came out on 
top of a dicing threesome in third place ahead of 
Andy Best’s very impressive home-built Getem and 
Jordi Caton’s Hawke. 

Local driver Alan Webb led away the Tricentrol 
Clubmans race in the Camborough Pigs/Ardmore U2 
but soon found his car’s powers of deceleration on the 
wane and came under pressure from Malcolm Jack- 
son’s U2. This pressure proved too much on lap 6, for 
Webb momentarily forgot about his lack of front 
brakes, came too deep into Woodcote and pirouetted 
on the grass, leaving Jackson to another win on his 
return to the world of Clubmans. Martin White 
finished a consistent second ahead of a recovered 
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VW carve-up: Colin Hawker’s DF VW savages Mick Hill’s Beetle-Chev on the way into Woodcote. 


Webb, with Vernon Davies managing 2 relatively 
trouble-free fourth. Dud Moseley won the B-sports 
race, as is his wont, although the anticipated chal- 
lenge from Nick Linney failed to materialise as the 
undertray on Nick’s car came loose and began 
flapping along the ground, so Terry Nightingale came 
second in the class. 

Practice for the European West Zone Formula 
Super Vee contenders saw Donington winner Arie 
Luyendijk on pole position in his Rotel Hi-Fi Racing 
Team Lola with a time of 58.27s, but it was German 
Axel Plankenhorn who took the lead from the start. 
The Warsteiner Lola pulled out a slight advantage but 
this soon began to be eroded once the Dutchman had 
made up for his poor start and passed erstwhile 
second-placed Frank Lampe in the Mannheim-con- 
structed ASS (what a name!). Plankenhorn and 
Luyendijk diced merrily for a few laps before the 
Rotel Lola finally made a break on lap 11 and 
proceeded to pull out a gap to the end. A fine battle 
between Lampe, Mike Catlow (Royale), Olly Hol- 
lamby (Crosslé), Daniel Herregods (Lola) and Kees 
Trouw (Lola) was finally broken up by a backmarker 
spinning at Woodcote, and the order then settled into 


‘the pattern of Herregods, Trouw, Catlow, Lampe 


and Hollamby. 

Leeds entrepreneur Chris Meek was unable. to 
match his usual pace with his Dealer Team Lotus/Kis- 
met Lotus Europa and sat back on the second row of 
the grid, but he soon came back into the reckoning as 
he completed the first lap of the prod sports race hard 
on the heels of Stewart Halstead’s TVR and margin- 
ally clear of Rob Wells’s Libra Motive Morgan Plus 8. 
The TVR couldn’t quite match the pace of Meek and 
Wells, but it was the latter who led for the majority of 
the time. Meek made a good effort over the last 
couple of laps but then pulled suddenly off on the exit 
to Copse, and left Wells to a well-earned victory. 
Halstead slipped back into the grasps of the similar 
car of Colin Blower and was in fact beaten to the line. 
David Beams once again took his Ginetta to ‘B’ class 
honours, although Andy Dawson showed an impres- 
sive turn of speed in his Triple-C DAD-prepared TR7 
and showed that this could soon be a very serious 
contender. In the smallest class, Marlboro Team 
Ireland FF driver Vivian Candy made something of a 
fool of himself by continually spinning the ex-Valli 
1500ccc Midget, so Howard Johnson was left in the 
clear with his Positive Performance 1275cc model and 
diced, to boot, with John Carter’s MGB. 

A fantastic duel between the two (loosely) Volks- 
wagen-based Super Saloons of Mick Hill (5-litre 
Beetle-Chevrolet) and Colin Hawker (DFV-engined 
Fastback) dominated the sights of the spectators as 
they passed and repassed throughout the ten laps of 
the Esso Uniflo championship round. At the end, 
however, Hill got through at Becketts when Hawker 
was baulked by some slower cars, and a dramatic last- 
ditch effort saw the DFV ride up the back of the 
Beetle and spin both cars round in full view of the 
grandstands. Neither appeared seriously damaged, 
but equally neither was able to finish the race, so a 
most surprised Graham Goode rounded the corner to 
be given the chequered flag in his immaculate Escort: 
“It’s Christmas all over again!” Tony Sugden fol- 
lowed ahead of Bill Cox’s rumbling 7.6 Capri, while 
Gerry Gough took the 1300 class for a change in his 
Plygrange Mini; it had seemed that he may be caught 
by Peter Baldwin’s Marshall’s of Cambridge Mini, 
but he retired with no oil pressure. Richard Long won 
the 1-litre class despite having differing shockers on 
the back of his Wallinger Imp following a breakage in 
practice, while an extremely fraught 850cc battle 
went, for the second time this weekend, to Charles 


Bernstein’s Mini from David Enderby (Mimi) end 
Bob Tayior in last year’s championship-winning Brian 
Lawrence-tuned Mini-Imp. The race was exciting to 
watch, but the idea of running the likes of Hill and 
Hawker with the 850 ‘minnows’ seems to be courtmg 
disaster. 

The FF1600 final lost much of its excitement at the 
first corner, where Peter Morgan was about to follow 
van Rooyen’s leading RP24, but “then I saw this rec 
nosecone flying up on my inside”. Barry Pigot was 
also looking for a way into second place and succeed- 
ed, but at the expense of local man Morgan, who 
spun into Devaney’s Hawke. The Irishman plunged 
into the catchfencing while Paul Smith, Caton anc 
Tom Wood all became similarly involved, although 
Morgan was fortunately able to rejoin at the tail of 


' the depleted field. 


While van Rooyen disappeared gaily into the 
distance, Pigot involved himself in another fine tusske 
with Mansell until two-thirds distance, when Barry 
missed a gear at Woodcote, over-revved the engine 
and then didn’t have the power to offer a further 
challenge. Morgan took little notice of his crumpled 
nosecone and fought his way back, through the field 
in determined style to clinch fourth place from John 
Layland’s Royale and Andy Best, whose Getem 
didn’t quite do so! 


Brush Fusegear Formula Ford 1600, Heat One (10 laps}: 1. 
Trevor van Rooyen (Royale-Minister RP24), 10m 37.328, 90.83mph; 2, 
Bernard Devaney (Hawke-Minister DL19), 10m 49.36s; 3, Peter 
Morgan (Royale-Minister RP21), 10m 49.628; 4, Tom Wood (Royale- 
Scholar RB21W), 10m 55.29s. Fastest lap: van Rooyen, 1m 02.80. 
92.18mph. 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford 1600, Heat Two (10 laps): 1, Niget 
Mansell (Crossi6-Minister 32F), 10m, 51.10s, 88.91 mph; 2, Barry Pigat 
(Van Diemen Scholar RF77), 10m 51.448; 3, Paul Smith (Royale- 
Harris RP24), 10m 54.758; 4, Andy Best (Getem-Minister GBB77}, 
10m 54.788. Fastest lap: Mansell, 1m 03.50s, 91.16mph. 

Tricentro! Car Group Clubmans Sports Championship Race (12 
taps)—overall and ‘A’-class: 1, Malcolm Jackson (Mallock U2-Arden 
Mk1i8B), 11m 31.638, 100.41mph; 2, Martin White (Mallock U2- 
Longman Mk18B), 11m 37.108; 3, Alan Webb (Matlock U2-Mongan 
Mk18B), 11m 42.698; 4, Vernon Davies (Mallock U2-Holbay 
Mki8B),11m 44.428. Fastest lap: Jackson, 56.488, 102mph. ‘B’-cless 
4, Dud Moseley (Maliock U2-Davron Mk18BX), 11 laps, 91.25mph, 2. 
Terry Nightingale (Mallock U2-Dixsport Mk16TN); 3, Robin Henderson 
(Mailock-Minister Mk18B). Fastest lap: Moseley, 1m 02228 
93.04mph. 

West Zone international Formula Super Vee Championship 
Race (20 laps): i, Arie Luyendijk (Lota-Schrick/VW T328), 18m 
35.118, 98.52mph; 2, Axel Plankenhorn (Lola-VW 1326/8), 18m 
38.708; 3, Daniel Herregods (Lola-Schrick T328), 19m 51 .488; 4, Kees 


\ Trouw (Lola-Heldegger/VW T328), 19m 51.708; 5, Bruce Venn (Loie- 


Daghorn/VW T250), 19m 54.218; 6, Frank Lampe (AGS-Grueb DLO), 
19m 55.028. Fastest lap: Luyendijk, 57.82s, 100.12mph (record). 

Silverstone Production Sports Car Championship Race (7° 
japs)—overall and class ‘A’: 1, Rob Wells (3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 11 
34.56, 83.34mph; 2, Colin Blower (3.0 TVR 3000M), 11m 43.988: S 
Stewart Halstead (3.0 TVR 3000M), 11m 44.47s; Brute Stapleton (35 
Morgan Plus 8), 11m 56.87s. Fastest lap: Chris Meek (1.6 Lotus 
Europa Special), 1m 08.078, 85.04mph. Class ‘B’: 1, David Beams (7 & 
Ginetta G15), 77.16mph; 2, Andy Dawson (2.0 Triumph TR7); 3, Be 
Wykeham (1.6 TVR 1600M). Fastest lap: Beams and Dawson, 1™ 
14.058, 78.17mph (record). Class ‘C’: 1, Howard Johnson (1.3 Austin 
Healey Sprite), 69.85mph; 2, Bob Wheatley (1.3 MG Midget); 3, Dawe 
Richardson (1.3 MG Midget). Fastest lap: Johnson, 1m 20.68. 
71.75mph. 

Esso Unifio Special Saloon Car Championship Race (10 laps:}— 
overall: 1, Graham Goode (2.0 Ford Escort BDA), 10m 2271s 
92.96mph; 2, Tony Sugden (2.0 Ford Escort BDX), 10m 30.248; 3, Se 
Cox (7.6 Ford Capri), 10m 36.608; 4, Chris Wray (2.0 Ford Escort) 
10m 37.368. Over 2500cc: 1, Cox, 90.93mph; no other finishers 
Fastest lap: Colin Hawker (3.0 DFVW), 56.07s, 103.24mph. 1301- 
2500ce: 1, Goode: 2, Sugden; 3, Wray. Fastest lap: Goode, 1™ 
00.838, 95.16mph. 1001-1300ce: 1, Gerry Gough (1.3 Mint Clubman). 
86.89mph; 2, David Smith (1.3 Austin Cooper S); 3, David Carvel (1 3 
Mini-Cooper S). Fastest lap: Peter Baldwin (1.3 Mini Clubman GT) 
im 04.248, 90.11mph. 851-1000ce: 1, Richard Long (1.0 Chnysier 
imp), 84.84mph; 2, Ray Payne (1.0 Chrysler imp) 3, George Ostou- 
moff (1.0 Hillman Imp). Fastest lap: Long, 1m 06.408, 87.18mph. Up 
to 8650cc: 1, Charles Bernstein (850 Mini), 80.41mph; 2, Dawe 
Enderby (843 Mini); 3, Bob Taylor (850 Mini-Imp). Fastest lap: Peter 
Day (850 Mini-Ford), 1m 09.718, 83.04mph. 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford 1600 Championship Race, Fins! 
(15 laps): 1, van Rooyen, 15m 63.918, 91 .0O2mph; 2, Mansel, 16 
05.988; 3, Pigot, 16m 08.50s; 4, Morgan, 16m 25.478; 5, John Laylanc 
(Royale-Minister RP21), 16m 25.968; 6, Best, 16m 26.188. Fastest 
lap: van Rooyen, 1m 02.85s, 92.1 imph. 


MALLORY PARK 


Reynards 
rampant 


The BRSCC (Midland Centre) Holiday Car 
Races at the lakeside venue of Kirkby 
Mallory last Sunday attracted a good 
crowd to watch eight varied events run in 
beautifully sunny and warm conditions. 
The feature race of the day was another 
round in the Lord’s Taverners Formula 
Ford 2000 Championship and provided 
something of a surprise win for Rob Wil- 
son’s ICL/Royal Grafton China Reynard 
SF77. This New Zealander has shown well 
on occasions in a Tiga without very much 
luck, but his fortunes seem to have changed 
for the better with the acquisition of a new 
Reynard and his drive to a clear victory 
showed a great maturity. A controversial 
BRSCC modsports race was won on the last 
lap by Jon Fletcher, while two non-cham- 
pionship FF1600 thrashes went to Barry 
Pigot (Van Diemen) and Martin Watson 


(Hawke DL19). 

Cheshire driver Barry Pigot found very little opposi- 
tion for his Saffire Wan Diemen and so scored a 
comfortable win from Tony Broster’s Dulon. The 
latter had relieved Gareth Lloyd’s older Dulon model 
of second place after eight of the ten laps in a fine 
move at Gerards. 

With only five cars coming to the grid for the up to 
one-litre special saloon car race, the numbers were 
made up by several larger capacity machines which 
started 30secs after the rest. Paul Haywood-Half- 
penny has one of the most successful Imps around— 
the Bevan example driven to many wins-by Rob 
Mason and Malcolm Johnstone—and he, therefore, 
had little trouble in mopping up the 1-litres, though 
he provided some excitement over the last couple of 
laps by trying to hold off the rapidly-closing 2-litre 
Stiletto Imp-Ford of Rob Mason. Some weaving 
down the back straight held Rob at bay but the 
superior power eventually told and he slipped 
through on the inside of Devils Elbow to ‘win’ by half 
a car’s length. Mason wasn’t too impressed with 
Paul’s tactics: ‘‘Really, as if he could stop me passing! 
All I needed to do was squirt it down the straights and 
there he is weaving all over the place.””» Don Hardman 
involved himself in a fine battle with Michael Parkes, 
both in Minis, for second in class this being the order 
at the end. 

Simon Kirkby and Dutchman Maarten Henneman 
took the Esses side-by-side in their Crosslé 33Fs on 
each of the first two laps but the F&S Properties car 
of Henneman eventually made a break on the third 
lap at Gerards and pulled away to a clear win in the 
consolation FF2000 event. Frank Bradley (Centre 
Hotels Elden) looked to be heading for third place 
despite strong pressure from Wil Arif’s Brookside 
Garden Centre Reynard but the Kentishman over- 
took the Elden into Gerards on the 12th lap and then 
closed up on Kikby but too late to make any real 
impression. 

John Bury led the first lap of the modsports race in 
his Ark Racing Elan from the similar Carter Bros car 
of Jon Fletcher but the latter forced his way past 
under braking for the hairpin on lap two. For the next 
eight laps, the two predominantly white Elans circu- 
lated in very close order with Bury trying repeatedly 
to find a way past. Then, on the last lap, Bury did to 
Fletcher what Fletcher had done to him earlier and 

ipped back into the lead under braking for the 
beri. As the two of them powered out, Bury had a 
Befinite advantage but he received a hefty punt in the 
rear and suddenly spun amid a cloud of tyre smoke, 
paving Fletcher to victory in his battle-scarred car. 
An annoyed Bury recovered to take second place, 
still well clear of Paul Berman’s Elan, though both 
@rivers were given a ticking off by Clerk of the 
(ourse, Don Truman. John Kirk made the long 
jpburney from Airdrie in his Davrian and set a new 
class lap record as he recovered from a slow start to 
Siaim fifth owe: coll. though he could not quite catch‘ 
had to settle for second in class. 
been oifferent hee the Scots- 


. 


Rob Wilson powers his new Reynard SF77 out of the hairpin on his way to an excellent win. 


Practice for the Lord’s Taverners FF2000 race saw 
Desiré Wilson on the pole in her F&S Crosslé 33F 
shadowed by Steve Farthing (Littlesea Holiday Park 
Reynard) and Jeremy Rossiter’s Spax Reynard. The 
South African lady did not get off the line too well 
and found herself back in fifth place on lap one 
behind Farthing, Rob Wilson (Reynard), Syd Fox 
(TDC Hawke DL16) and Rossiter. There was no 
stopping Rob Wilson, though, as he charged: past on 
Stebbe Straight and immediately pulled out a lead, 
which he held to the end to score his and his new car’s 
first win. Farthing kept matters nicely under control 
and scored a creditable second although he was aided 
by the ridiculous blocking tactics of the ‘ageless’ Syd 
Fox. There was absolutely no way that ‘the wily Fox’ 
was going to let anyone pass and he had to weave 
from side to side all round the circuit in order to 
achieve his needless aim. Rossiter tried to find a way 
by until his engine went flat and then Desiré Wilson 
and Chris Skellern (Crosslé) both had good tries. It 
wasn’t until the penultimate lap that Desiré attempt- 
ed to outbrake both Chris and Syd at the hairpin and 
Syd’s cause was lost. The two cars touched, not too 
heavily, and Skellern tried to find a way by on the 
outside but, ‘meanwhile, Philip Bullman (Hawke) 
Kenny Gray (Royale) and Oscar Notz (Crosslé 31F) 
had nipped smartly past on the inside. .Skellern 
recovered to finish sixth ahead of Mrs. Wilson who 
managed to pass Fox on the last lap at the Esses, 
while Geoff Friswell took the last point after a 
troubled day in his RE Bates Hawke. 

The Century Supreme Special saloon race lost Nick 
Whiting after practice when his newly rebuilt engine 
tightened up, so the race was between Colin Hawk- 
er’s DFVW and Rob Mason’s more nimble Imp. The 
de Cadenet-based car of Hawker led for six laps and 
then Mason took over going into Gerards and pulled 
out a little. Graham Goode had some backmarker 
trouble in his beautifully-prepared red, white and 
blue Escort but still held off Derek Walker’s yellow 
example, while Peter Baldwin who had changed a 
broken driveshaft after practice, once again won the 
1300ce class, though David Smith’s Mini was never 
that far behind. 

The AFN Classic Car race was easily won by 
Richard Thwaites’ Brabham BT8 from Mike Wood’s 
Elva. David Dawson followed in third place with his 
Lotus 23, while the similar car of Brian Cocks was 
well-conducted to sixth place after a first lap 15th. 
Cyril Baxter had his Marcos GT going “as never 
before” but took things easy towards the end, 
ignorant of a 10secs penalty for an alleged jump-start, 
and so fell back to third in the class in the results 
behind Leonard Bridge (Elan) and Tony Goodwin 
(Diva GT), though Tony Steele (Elan) had been 
ahead of both before spinning on the last lap. 

Finally, another FF1600 race was contested hotly 
by David Dickson in a Royale RP24 and Martin 
Watson’s new Hawke DL19. The latter usurped the 
former from the premier ora at the hairpin on lap 


two and was never again headed. though not for lack 
of effort on Dickson's pert 


-(Crossié-Minister 30F), 


Formula Ford 1600 Race (10 laps): 1, Barry Pigot (Van Diemen- 
Scholar RF77), 8m 40.6s, 93.32mph; 2, Tony Broster (Dulon- 
Newbridge MP17N), 8m 46.2s; 3, Gareth Lloyd (Dulon-Rowland 
MP15), 8m 47.0s; 4, Mark Rogers (Royale-Scholar RP21), 8m 54.68; 
5, lan Shaw (Hawke-Smith DL12/17),\8m 55.2s; 6, John Stalker 
8m 56.0s. Fastest lap: Pigot, 51.2s, 
94.92mph.° 

Special Saloon Car Race ‘A’ (10 laps), overall and 851-4000cc: 1, 
Paul Haywood-Halfpenny (1.0 Sunbeam Imp), 9m 08.8s, 88.56mph; 2, 
Don Hardman (1.0 Mini Cooper S), 9m 25.48; 3, Mike Parkes (1.0 
Aldon Mini), 9m 35.68; 4, Chris Griffiths (1.0 Riley Elf Mk11), 9m 55.48; 
Fastest lap: Haywood-Halfpenny, 53.48, 91.01mph. Up to 850cc: No 
finishers. Fastest lap: Mike Jackson (850 Mini), 1m 06.4, 73.19mph. 

Race ‘B’: 1, Rob Mason (2.0 Sunbeam Stiletto-Ford), 8m 38.4@, 
93.75mph; 2, Martin Pearson (1.3 Datsun Cherry), 9m 34.0s; 3, Brian 
Leeks (1.3 Ford Escort), 9 laps; 4, Terry Cole (1.3 Austin Cooper S), 9 
laps. Fastest lap: Mason, 49.0s, 99.18mph. 

Formula Ford 2000 Consolation Race (15. laps): 1, Maarten 
Henneman (Crossié-Rowland 33F), 12m 17.0s, 98.9mph; 2, Simon 
Kirkby (Crosslé-Neil Brown 33F), 12m 21.48; 3, Wil Arif (Reynard-Piper 
SF77), 12m 22.0s; 4, Frank Bradley (Elden-Nell Brown Mk22), 12m 
24.0s; 5, Neil Bettridge (Dulon-Nelson MP20), 12m 24.0s; 6, Philip 
Lioyd (Nomad-Holbay Mk3), 12m 29.8s. Fastest lap: Bettridge, Tom 
Hudson (Reynard-Hudson SF77) and Henneman, 48.2s, 100.83mph. 

BRSCC Modified Sports Car Championship Race (10 flaps), 
overall: 1, Jon Fletcher (1.8 Loutus Elan), 8m 37.2s, 93.97mph; 2, 
John Bury (1.8 Lotus Elan), 8m 42.6s; 3, Paul Berman (1.6 Lotus Elan), 
8m 50.0s; 4, Pat Longhurst (1.0 Davrian Mk7), 8m 53.8s. Over 
2000cc: 1, Richard Gamble (4.5 Jaguar E), 90.03mph; 2, Joha 
Oxborough (4.6 Jaguar E); 3, Tony Wingrove (2.7 Porsche Carer 
RS). Fastest lap: Gamble, 52.4s, 92.75mph. 1501-2000ce: 1, Fletch- 
er; 2, Bury; 3, Berman. Fastest lap: Fletcher and Bury, 50.48, 
96.43mph. 1151-1500cc: 1, Keith Ashby (1.5 MG Midget), 88.14mph; 
2, Steve Roberts (1.3 Mini Marcos); 3, Mark Hales (1.5 Turner-Ford 
GT). Fastest lap: Ashby, 53.2s, 91.35mph (equals record). Up to 
1150cc: 1, Longhurst, 91.04mph; 2, John Kirk (1.1 Davrian MkS); 3, 
Brian Stevenson (1.0 Davrian MkS). Fastest lap: Kirk, 51.48, 
94.55mph (record). 

Lord’s Taverners Formula Ford 2000 Championship Race (20 
laps): 1, Rob Wilson (Reynard-Racing Services SF77), 16m 01.08, 
101.00mph; 2, Steve Farthing (Reynard-Davron SF77); 16m 03.48; 3, 
Philip Bullman (Hawke-Titan DL16), 16m 13.88; 4, Kenny Gray 
(Royale-Rowland RP25), 16m 15.0s; 5, Oscar Notz (Crossié-Titan 
31F), 16m 15.2s; 6, Chris Skellern (Crossi6é-Scholar 33F), 16m 15.48. 
Fastest lap: Wilson and Farthing, 47.4s, 102.53mph. 

Century Supreme Special Saloon Car Championship Race (10 
laps), overall: 1, Rob Mason (2.0 Sunbeam Stiletto-Ford), 8m 13.68, 
98.46mph; 2, Colin Hawker (3.0 DFVW), 8m 15.8s; 3, Graham Goode 
(2.0 Ford Escort-BDA), 8m 21.6s; 4, Derek Walker (2.0 Ford Escort- 
BDE), 8m 21.8s Over 2500cc: 1, Hawker, 98.02mph, no other starf@re. 
Fastest lap: Hawker, 48.0s, 101.25mph. 1301-2500ce: 1, Mason; 2, 
Goode; 3, Walker. Fastest lap: Mason, 48.0s, 101.25mph (record). 


-1001-1300cc: 1, Peter Baidwin (1.3 Mini Clubman-Ford), 90.50mph; 2, 


David Smith (1.3 Austin Cooper S); 3, Martin Pearson (1.3 Datsun 
Cherry). Fastest lap: Baldwin, 52.4s, 92.75mph. 

AFN Classic Sports Car Championship Race (10 laps), overall: 
1, Richard Thwaites (1.6 Brabham BT8), 9m 00.8s, 89.87mph; 2, Mike 
Wood (2.0 Elva-BMW Mk 7), 9m 23.6s; 3, David Dawson (1.6 Lotus 
23), 9m 28.28; 4, Sidney Hoole (2.7 Cooper Monaco), 9m 29.4s. Front- 
engined GT cars, over 3000cc: 1, Brewster Righter (4.7 AC Cobra), 
81.05mph; no other starters. Fastest lap: Righter, 58.2s, 83.50mph. 
Front-engined GT Cars, 1301-3000cc: 1, Leonard Bridge (1.6 Lotus 
Elan), 83.10mph; 2, Tony Goodwin (1.6 Diva-Ford GT); 3, Cyril Baxter 
(2.0 Marcos GT). Fastest lap: Tony Steele (1.6 Lotus Elan), Baxter 
and Goodwin, 56.4s, 86.17mph. Front-engined GT cars, up to 
1300cc: 1, Roger Friend (1.2 Lotus Elite), 83.19mph; 2, Jem Marsh 
(2.3 Marcos GT), no other finishers. Fastest lap: Friend, 55.8s, 
87.10mph. Sports Racing cars, over 1600cc: 1, Thwaites; 2, Wood; 
3, Hoole. Fastest fap: Thwaites, 52.6s, 92.40mph. Sports Racing 
Cars, up to 1600cc: 1, Dawson, 85.53mph; 2, Reg Skeels (1.6 Mertyn- 
Lotus Mk6A); 3, Brian Cocks (1.6 Lotus 238). Fastest lap: Cocks, 
54.23, 89.69mph. 

Formula Ford 1600 Race (10 laps): 1. Mecnm Watsor (Hawke- 
Bectune DiL19), 8m 45.8s. 92 43mp>, 2. Dew Dickson (Royale 
Miruster RP24) 8m 46.0s: 3. Bernard Suraer (Wer Diem e--Scooler 
RET?) Om 424s. 4 Peter Smend cec-Somer We, Se 52 Ss. 5. 
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Chico Serra’s battle scarred Van Diemen fends off Blanchet’s Lola and the Royale of Leslie. 


SN ETTERTON 


The BRSCC East Anglia Centre’s Bank 
Holiday Sunday meeting produced some 
fabulous racing and a demonstration of all 
that is best in British club racing. Memora- 
ble winners included Chris Tyrrell (850 
Mini), Chico Serra (FF1600) and Chris 
Meek (prodsports), but even they had to 


fight for it. 

The opening race for the 11th round of the Leyland 
Cars 850 Mini Challenge provided its own brand of 
typically close racing. At the drop of the flag it was 
Chris Tyrrell who led from the centre of the front row 
to lead the swarming mass through the first lap with 
Robert Addison, Martin Goodall et al all chasing 
hard. The leading three rapidly broke away to dispute 
the lead, with Tyrrell usually having the upper hand 
but, on a couple of occasions, he found himself 
pushed back to third after excursions at the Esses. 
Even on the last lap Tyrrell slid off but fought back 
brilliantly to take the lead on the line from Addison— 
they were so close that the timekeepers could not split 


erra scores again 


them—with Goodall third. Behind the leading trio 
had been championship leader John West but he was 
just caught and pipped for fourth by Julian Cutler, 
then came Tony Styles leading a massive squabbling 
quintet. 

In the Radio Orwell British Radio Production 
Saloon race Jock Robertson’s Mayfair Opel jumped 
the start to take the initial lead but promptly stripped 
top gear handing the lead to Derrick Brunt (Manitou- 
LE BMW). Stuart McCrudden’s team Imagine Opel 
chased for the lead until the third lap when he was 
shunted in the rear by David Taylor, the Commodore 
resuming after its long dusty moment at Coram with 
the boot lid flapping. By now Brunt was well in the 
lead and all he had to do was to cruise home to score 
yet another win in this series. 

Alan Minshaw’s Demon Tweeks Manchester Lin- 
ers Opel took up the useless challenge and looked set 
to claim second but, on the penultimate lap, clutch 
failure eliminated him. So McCrudden took over only 
to spin on a deflating tyre at the Esses, forcing a very 
close-following David Taylor to take quick evasive 
action straight into the armco! Some 23secs behind 


Despite this piece of light-hearted competition with a road-going Mini, Chris Tyrrell won the Leyland 850 race. 
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Brunt came Mike Smith m the Century Oils Gepri 
having gamely fought cff Graham Miles to stop 2 
Manitou-LE 1,2. After Miles came Rod Biriey im his 
virgin white Capri, from Tony Hill (Dolomite Sprint) 
who won the new Industrial Control Services up to 
2300cc class. This class also provided some exciting 
racing with Eric Cook, David Watts and Malcolm 
Prior fighting things out in spectacular fashion. 


Chico Serra looked all set to take maximum points 
in this Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford qualifier as 
he led the opening lap from pole position. David 
Leslie, however, had other ideas and these two 
continually swapped places in front of Mike Blanchet 
(Lola), Tony Halliwell and Don MacLeod (Van 
Diemens), the last coming quickly through the field 
from a lowly grid position following a practice aca- 
dent. Serra was really trying very hard, his battered 
nose cone proof of his efforts. With just two laps left 
it looked as if Leslie would win as he had opened upa 
fair advantage with the help of backmarkers but & 
was Serra who made a superhuman effort to wipe out 
Leslie’s five-length lead and steal a win. Leslie took 
second from MacLeod, Blanchet, Devaney and 
Halliwell. P 


It was not too long before Chris Meek in the Team 
Dealer Lotus/Kismet Europa took the lead in the 
Anglia TV Certina Watches race, but the way he got 
there upset the friendly band of prodsports drivers, 
and almost led to a protest. First Meek elbowed the 
Rola Shipping Morgan Plus 8 of Bill Wykeham out 
into the fields and then cut across and nudged Rob 
Wells’s Quinton Hazell Plus 8 out of the lead, after 
which the Meek Lotus romped home to an easy 
victory. Rob Wells continued, finishing second after a 
tremendous battle with ‘the TVR of Colin Blower. 
both comfortably ahead of the only other car to go 
the full 15 lap distance—that of Bill Wykeham. David 
Beams in his beautiful Wheels of Acton Ginetta GIS 

did a giant killing act to finish a splendid sixth 
(despite a spin) to take the middle class almost 30sees 
up on the TR7s of Andy Dawson and Nick Ramus. 
The smallest class fell to Howard Johnson (Sprite) 
who rather luckily did not have Marlboro Team 
Ireland driver Vivian Candy to worry about after he 
had pushed him out at Sear on the first lap. Candy 
continued but a rear tyre burst and he spun into 
retirement. 

The ShellSport Escort Ladies race had Maggie 
Anderson and Juliette Slaughter dice for the lead all 
the way to the flag. At times they contrived to take 
corners side by side and their Renault 5.race exper- 
ience showed as they towed each other round. At the 
flag it was Maggie who just got the verdict, with 
Juliette equalling the record as some consolation. The 
rest of the field quickly split up into pairs to keep the 
small crowd interested once the leading duo had 
passed. 

John Homewood rocketed off pole position and 
was never seen by the rest of the Hitachi saloon 
competitors, the Godfrey Hill Integral Imp pulling 
out 18secs on Rupert Long’s Mean Machine. Ali 
eyes, though, were focused on the battle for thin 
between Peter Day’s amazing 850 BDA Mini, David 
Enderby, Fred Hendy and Terry Pryce for the 850 
class honours, The outcome was settled on the last lap 
when Hendy’s Imp tried a last ditch effort at the Esses 
and almost smashed the Minis out of the way, but 
tactics from Enderby kept Day in front and the Imps 


behind. 
TIM TYLER 


Leyland Cars 850 Min! Chalienge Race (10 laps): 1, Chris Tyrrell 
14m 54s, 77.19mph; 2, Robert Addison, 14m 54s; 3, Martin Goodaél, 
15m 4.88; 4, Julian Cutler, 15m 11s; 5, John West, 15m 11.88; Tony 
Styles, 15m 13s. Fastest lap: Tyrrell, Addison and Goodall, 1m 27.68. 
78.78mph. 

British Radio Production Saloon Car Race (15 laps): Overall and 
over 2300cce: 1, Derrick Brunt (3.0 BMW Si), 21m 36.8s, 79.82mph; 2 
Mike Smith (3.0 Ford Capri S), 22m 0.6s; 3, Graham Miles (3.0 BMW 
Si), 22m 4.0s. Fastest lap: Stuart McCrudden (2.8 Opel Commodore 
GS/E), 1m 23.8s, 82.35mph. (Record). Up to 2300cc: 1, Tony Hill (2.0 
Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 77.86mph; 2, Eric Cook (2.3 Mazda RX2);S 
David Watt (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum). Fastest lap: Hill and Maico™ 
Prior (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 1m 27.0s, 79.32mph. 

Tone Thoresen Formula Ford 1600 Championship race (15 
laps): 1, Chico Serra (Van Diemen-Scholar RF77), 18m 322s 
93. Saks 2, David Leslie: (Royale-Scholar RP24), 18m 324s; S 
Donald MacLeod (Van Diemen-Scholar RF77), 18m 32.68; 4, Wee 
Blanchet (Lola-Minister T440E), 18m 32.8s; 5, Bernard Devaney 
(Hawke-Scholar DL19), 18m 36.2s; 6, Tony Halliwell (Van Diemen— 
Minister RF77), 18m 43,4s. Fastest lap: Halliwell and Serra, 1m 12.65 
95.06mph. 

Anglia TV Trophy Race for Production Sports Cars (15 — 
Overall and Class A: 1, Chris Meek (1.6 Lotus Europa Special), 20=— 
33s, 83.95mph; 2, Rob Wells (3.5 Morgan Rover Plus 8), 20m 49 45,3 
Colin Blower (3.0 TVR 3000M), 20m 50.6s. Fastest lap: Meek 7= 
20.2s, 86.05mph. Class B: 1, David Beams (1.0 Ginetta G15S) 
78.09mph; 2, Andy Dawson (2.0 Triumph TR7), 3, Nick Ramus (20 
Triumph TR7). Fastest tap: Beams, 1m 26.2s, 80.06mph. Ciass C:* 
Howard Johnson (1.3 Austin Healey Sprite), 13 laps. No omer 
finishers. Fastest lap: Johnson, 1m 33.48, 73.89mph. 

SheliSportBWRDC Escort Ladies Race (10 laps): 1 Magoe 
Anderson, 15m 55.48, 72.23mph; 2, Juliette Slaughter, 15m 55.6s: S 
Alison Davis. 16m 7.2s; 4, Sue Tucker-Peake, 16m 138s; 5. Gl 
Rindlisbacher, 16m 29.2s; 6, Glenys Atkins. 16m 30.46. Fastest tap- 


Rupert Long (1.0 Wallinge imo 1am 34 Bs. 3. -ete Day (850 Alen 
Mir), 13> 50.28. 851-1000ce- 1. Homewood: 2 Long 3. Aer Sua 
10 Corysie@ co) Fastest lap: o™mescoc_ *— 17 Ss 56 7O 7 Up 
to S50cc- *. Dey. SS 1S 2 Deer S-osm SSO Worcs Mm) 137 
Sl 2s 3 Ten Sece SSO Slime oe SS Peet os 
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Harvey Hine grimaces as he changes gear on the rapid 3/44 Bentley. 


Steady, Bentley... 


The crowded Bank Holiday programme 
kicked off at a dull and blustery Silver- 
stone on Saturday with the annual 
Bentley Drivers Club meeting, com- 
prising a mixture of nine scratch and 
handicap races with the emphasis, of 
course, very much on Bentleys. 

Some confusion appeared to reign 
over the handicap races and while most 
spectators had Peter Garland’s Morgan 
as the winner of the first All Comers 
event, apparently Reece’s Allard J2X 
finished first despite slowing after being 
black-flagged because of a flapping 
door. James Crocker’s tidy drive in his 
Lagonda Rapier netted him the second- 
handicap race for the Bentley/Lagonda 
Club, although Don Balmer’s Bentley 
44 only just managed to capture second 
by 0.8sec from the similar car of David 
Muirhead. 

Chris Cooke’s aerodynamically 
modified 4/4 surprisingly led the larger 
engined Morgans in that marque’s race 


all the way. Rob Wells’ Plus 8 would 
surely have challenged had he not slid 
off at Woodcote on the first lap. A 
sterling recovery saw Wells just fail to 
wrest second place from Bruce Staple- 
ton’s similar car at Woodcote on the 
last lap. While John Berry’s 4/4 
dropped away from Stapleton with en- 
gine problems, Peter Garland’s Plus 8 
made a swift visit to the pits where the 
driver resecured his bonnet and then 
drove forcefully to recapture fourth 
place ahead of Alan Kennedy’s 4/4 
Twin Cam. 

The handicappers did well with the 
Pace Petroleum race for Vintage Bent- 
leys. Worrall’s 44-litre, on two laps 
credit, led until two laps from the end 
when Len Wilton’s 44 nipped through 
as Victor Gauntlett’s Speed Six jumped 
a lot of places into third. However, 
coming down the Club Straight for the 
last time, Gordon Russell’s scratch 3/8 
passed four cars to snatch a last minute 
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All Comers Handicap Race (8 laps): 1, R. Reece (Allard J2X), 10m 47.6s, no speed given; 2, S. Hoole 
(Cooper Monaco), 11m 07.88; 3, M. Bowling (Lotus X1 Le Mans), 9m 35.6s; 4, P. Hornby (Morgan Plus 8), 9m 
36.8s. Fastest lap: not given. 

Bentley/Lagonda Club Handicap Race (8 laps): 1, J. Crocker (Lagonda Rapier), 11m 31.2s, no speed 
given; 2, D. Balmer (Bentley 43), 11m 41.2s; 3, D. Muirhead (Bentley 42 Special), 11m 42.08; 4, A. Wittridge 
(Lagonda M45), 11m 45.6s Fastest lap: not given. 

Morgan Sports Car Club Race (10 faps): 1, C. Cooke (4/4), 11m 13.88, 85.91mph; 2, B. Stapleton (Pius 
8), 11m 25.6s; 3, R. Wells (Plus 8), 11m 26.0s; 4, P. Garland (Plus 8), 12m 08.4s. Fastest lap: Wells, 1m 
05.68, 88.24mph. ‘ 

Pace Petroleum Handicap Race For Vintage Bentleys (10 laps): 1, G. Russell (3/8), 14m 20.88, 
74.62mp; 2, L. Wilton (43), 14m 24.28; 3, V. Gauntlett (Speed Six), 14m 27.4s; 4, B. Russ-Turner (44 Single 
Seater S), 14m 31.4s. Fastest lap: Russell, 1m 16.2s, 75.97mph. 

All Comers Handicap Race (8 laps): 1, D. Lomas (Elva Courier), 10m 58.2s, no speed given; 2, L. Sebba 
(Morgan 4/4), 11m 06.4s; 3, Mrs. L. Mason (Aston Martin Le Mans), 11m 07.2s; 4, Sir A. Brocklebank (Aston 
Martin DB4), 11m 15.2s. Fastest lap: not given. ; 

HSCC Members Race (10 laps): 1, B. Bel! (Lister Jaguar), 11m 9.8s, no speed given; 2, S. Hoole (Cooper 
Monaco), 11m 23.2s; 3, B Righter (AC Cobra), 11m 26.0s; 4, B. Young (Lister Jaguar), 11m 27.4s Fastest 
fap: not given. . 

The Times Trophy Race For Bentleys (10 laps): 1, B. Shoosmith (Mk V1/S1), 14m 05.4s, 68.47mph. 2, H. 
Hine (3/43), 14m. 18.48; 3, M. Trentham (Mk V1/S1), 14m 21.8s; 4, V. Gauntlett (43 Special S), 14m 33.4s. 
Fastest lap: Shoosmith, 1m 20.6s, 71.82mph. f 

Brooklands Society Trophy Handicap Race (10 laps): 1, Mrs L. Mason (Aston Martin Le Mans), 12m 
25.88, 58.23mph; 2, J. Murch (AC Special), 13m 00.6s; 3, M. Dods (AC Special), 13m 02.8s; 4, Mrs D. Threlfall 
(Lancia Lambda), 13m 16.2s. Fastest lap: H. Hine (Bentley 3/43), 1m 17.28, 74.98mph. 

All Comers Scratch Race (10 laps): 1. B. Bell (Lister Jaguar), 11m 09.2s, 86.50mph; 2, B. Wykeham 
(Morgan Plus 8), 11m 27.83; 3, B. Righter (AC Cobra), 11m 28.5s; 4, Lord Cross (AC Cobra), 11m 54.6s. 
Fastest lap: Bell, 1m 05.0s, 89.06mph. 


A Morrell victory 


victory from Wilton and Gauntlett with 
Russ-Turner’s 44 Single Seater aspiring 
to fourth as John Nutter’s 8-litre just 
pipped erstwhile leader Worrall by a 
bumper. 

Dave Lomas’ Elva Courier won the 
second All Comers handicap race from 
Leigh Sebba’s Morgan 4/4 which was 
only just ahead of Mrs Lindy Mason’s 
Aston Martin Le Mans. 

The outcome of the HSCC scratch 
race was never in doubt with Bobby 
Bell’s familiar Lister Jaguar leading 
throughout by a large margin. For 
seven laps Brewster Righter’s Cobra 
just held the advantage over Sidney 
Hoole’s Cooper Monaco in second with 
Bert Young’s Lister just behind. Hoole 
had recovered ground well after going 
wide at Becketts and, on laps eight and 
nine, the little Cooper dived to the 
inside at Woodcote only to lose second 
place to the Cobra by running wide. 
But at Copse on the last lap Hoole got 
ahead and stayed in front to take 
second place from Righter with Young 
just adrift in fourth. Lord Cross’s Cobra 
had a lonely race in fifth while Martin 
Colvill’s new Cobra was driven very 
energetically inches behind. Robin 
Rew’s Reliant Sabre Six for eight laps 


- before taking the advantage and pulling 


away into a fine sixth. 

A light sprinking of rain spoiled The 
Times Trophy scratch race for Bentleys 
with Barry Eastick’s leading single seat- 
er T Special disappearing on the second 
lap while Gordon Russell’s 3/8 spun at 
Woodcote and was narrowly missed by 
Brian Shoosmith (Mk V1/S1) who had 
followed his wife Ann’s Mk V1/S1 for 
three laps before taking the lead. 
Shoosmith inexorably pulled away as 
Ann faded and then retired handing 
second place to Harvey Hine’s 3/44. 
Martin Trentham’s Mk V1/S1 lay just a 
few lengths behind and well ahead of 
Victor Gauntlett’s 44. 

Mrs Lindy Mason’s Aston Martin Le 
Mans did well to stay in front of more 
potent machinery to take the Brook- 
lands/Society Trophy handicap race 
with John Murch quite a long way 
behind in second, just ahead of Mike 
Dods. 

Bobby Bell’s Lister Jaguar took a 
second dominant win of the afternoon 
but behind him a furious battle errupt- 
ed in the final All Comers scratch race 
with Bill Wykeham’s Morgan passing 
Brewster Righter’s Cobra and just 
holding the place until the end. Lord 
Cross. again had a lonely race in fourth 
while behind him Robin Rew’s less 
powerful Reliant Sabre Six just man- 
aged to pass, and stay in front of, 
Martin Colvill’s Cobra this time. 


COLIN MASTERMAN 


@ After five rounds of the Cumbria 
Group News championship John Walk- 
er and Alan Warton, both of Furness & 
District MC are leading the driver’s and 
navigator’s categories. Walker has 
8ipts, to lead Ken Bateson of Kirkby 
Lonsdale MC by 32pts while second to 
Barton in the navigator’s table is Albert 
Meacham. who has 49pts to Barton’s 
57pts. 


Roger's a 


Cliff Morrell (1.0 Imp) really showed 
fellow production car trial enthusiasts 
the way round the course at Perrots 
Farm, Banstead, Surrey last Sunday, 
romping away to an overwhelming 
victory in the Mid Surrey event ahead 
of 37 other competitors. 

On the four rounds of eight hills he 
dropped only 12 marks, his nearest 
challenger for lowest total being Rich- 
ard Acres in his Mini who had a total of 
20 marks. 

Dave Carr won the second class an 
mes best Mid Surrey member by 1 


wt 


ular with Paul Smith just one mark 
away in third in his Anglia Estate. 
Martin Halliday was streets ahead of 
the rest in the sports car class dropping 
exactly half as many marks as Mark 
Kemp in the Fairthorpe. 

Colin Shirley, who shared the win- 
ning Imp with Morrell won the first of 
the rear engined classes by five marks 
from Colin Bartlett (Imp) and Robert 
Carr made it a family double with the 
other Imp 
12 marks lost 
Ctass winners: = Acres (Miri), 20 marks: D Car 
. °S3 merks M Helicey Gicoet) SO mee 
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champion 


Roger Burn (right), the Clan Crusader 
driver from Tanworth in Arden, became 
the BTRDA Autocross Champion for 
the first time at Weymouth last Sunday. 
He took the title after the usual run off 
involving all the class winners at the 
Woolbridge club’s event which attracted 
almost 100 competitors from the three 
regions into which the competition had 
been divided this year. : report will 


appear "2x. weet 
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| Two for 
\best at 


autocross 


Two drivers tied for fastest aggregate 
' time at the Bank Holiday Sunday round 
of the ANECCC/Journal Autocross 
championship run by the Workington & 
District MC on land at Civic Flats. With 
neither driver getting a time on a third 
run Dominic Buckley and Trevor Olds 
ending the day with an aggregate time 
of 2m 53.2s, Olds now has a one pomt 
lead in the championship. 

One of the best class battles was 
between the Anglia 1700 of R. Philip- 
son and the Escort 1700 of J. Woodman 
which ended with Philipson the winner 
by only 0.4sec. In one of the smallest 
capacity classes there was another dead 
heat on aggregate of two runs but the 1- 
litre Imp of John Young emerged victo- 
rious over the Mini of S. Mathewsom. 
Mrs Edna Eagleton, driving an 1800 
Escort had an exceptionally good day 
beating ten men and finishing well 


ahead of the class runner-up. 

BTD: D. Buckley (Escort), and T. Olds (Mini), 2 
53.28. 

Class winners: G. McCombie (Saab), 3m 27 Os 
J. Young (imp), 3m 4.48; G. Manners (Muirhead) 
2m 56.28; V. Hart (Escort), 3m 16.68; A. Philipsan 
(Anglia), 3m 15.8; K. Thomas (Escort), 3m 13.68 
Mrs E. Eagleton (Escort), 3m 10.2s. 


East | 
Anglian 
Hatter 


Garry Thorpe and Alan Woodbridge 
scored a 19secs win to collect the main 
prize on the Green Belt MC’s Mad 
Hatter Rally over a 150-mile route in 
East Anglia last Saturday night. 

From an entry of 90 competitoms— 
the event was a counter in both the 
LCAMC and AEMC Cuneo 
they ended the night with 22m 
penalties in their Escort 1600. Second 
were Robert Grant and Tony Hardware 
(RS2000) and third were Chris Bly 
and John Porter in another Escort 1600. 

Fourth place went to Roland Shep 
herd and Mike Wise (RS2000) on 30:20 
and Dave Angless/Martin Quaintamse 
(Escort 1600) were fifth on 31:13. The 
Dolomite Sprint of Charles Goldmg 
and Preston Ayres was sixth on 31:53. 
The experts class went to R. Smith/Mal- 
colm Rowe (Avenger) on 46:20 and the 
top semi-experts were Howard Shad- 
dick/Adrian Lewis (Viva) 0n 65:40. The 
*best novices were Daniel Donovan anc 
Steve Greenhill (Renault Alpine) on 4F 
63:41. 
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Stringer ties it up 


Alan Stringer, driving the Greenham 
Heavy Cranes Crosslé 30F, made cer- 
tain of winning the first Longridge 
Formula Ford Championship on Sun- 
day when he continued his unbeaten 
run at the circuit. With four of the five 
rounds run, stringer can no longer be 
passed, his closest rival Tony Morris 
failing to pick up any points 'on this 
occasion. It was also a good day for 
Warren Booth who took his immacu- 
late Scott P1 to, another Libre victory 
and in the process broke his own out- 
right circuit record, leaving it at 23.2s. 
Reliant 750s put on another fine display 
of close but friendly racing at a circuit 
to which they are ideally suited, Tan 
Sclanders taking: the major honours in 
their Championship qualifier. Lanca- 
shire and Cheshire CC were in charge 
and in very pleasant weather conditions 
they kept the interval between races 
commendably short so that the action 
was virtually non-stop. 

Alan Stringer began as he meant to 
go on, taking command of the opening 
FF1600 heat from the start and never 
looking like losing it. Behind, Stephen 
Waudby’s Lotus 69 was going well in 
second place while Paul Duerden’s apt- 
ly named Heinz (benefiting from Mini 
anti-roll bars front and rear) was hold- 
ing off Thornton Mustard’s Lola. The 
race was slowed somewhat from about 
the half-way mark when Rod 
Howarth’s Jamun deposited a certain 
amount of oil around the track before 
being black-flagged. 


Tony Morris did a similar job in 
dominating the second heat throughout 
and in so doing managed to stay clear of 
what went on behind. Ernie Blane 
(Crosslé) held second initially from 
John Harlow (Tiga) but on lap seven, as 
Harlow braked for Weighbridge a little 
earlier than Blane expected, the two 
tangled and the Crosslé headed straight 
for the pits and retirement while the 
Tiga struggled on intermittently to the 
finish. Tim Knight had his Merlyn Mk 
11/28 going really well and finished a 
strong second ahead of Roger Card’s 
Van Diemen which was at Longridge 
for the first time this year. 

Only 11 cars lined up for the final, 
the other qualifier having gone home 
unfortunately without telling the organ- 
isers who otherwise could have let in 
unlucky thirteenth man Harlow who 
was very keen to get a run in his still 
unsponsored Tiga. As expected, String- 
er’s Crosslé pulled away to another fine 
win pursued at first by Tony Morris 
who then overdid things at Quarry on 
lap four and dropped to the back of the 
field. He was held up for some time 
before getting clear and setting joint 
fastest lap on his way to an eventual 
seventh place. Stephen Waudby took 
over the pursuit of Stringer and was 
himself chased by Knight, the Merlyn 
closing to within 0.2sec of the Lotus at 
the flag. Duerden got the better— 
just—of a stirring dice with Card for 
fourth place while the points scorers 
were completed by Martin Wood. 


Alan Stringer heads the Formula Ford field off the grid. 


Longridge Formula Ford 1600 Championship, Heat 1 (15 laps): 1, Alan Stringer (Crosslé-Cheshire 30F), 
6m 46.28, 57.40mph; 2, Stephen Waudby (Lotus-Scholar 69), 6m 46.6s; 3, Paul Duerden (“Helnz’-Ford), 6m 
55.6s. Fastest lap: Waudby, 26.2s, 59.33mph. 

Heat 2 (15 laps): 1, Tony Morris (Royale-Minister RP21), 6m 48.0s, 57.15mph; 2, Tim Knight (Merlyn- 
Scholar Mk 11/28), 6m 51.28; 3, Roger Card (Van Diemen-Brown RF76), 6m 59.6s. Fastest lap: Morris and 
Knight, 26.48, 58.88mph. 

Final (20 laps): 1, Stringer, 8m 56. Os, 58.00mph; 2, Waudby, 8m 59.88; 3, Knight, 9m 0.00s; 4, Duerden, 
9m 14.48; 5, Card, 9m 14.88; 6, Martin Wood (Lotus-Scholar 61M), 9m 16.0s Fastest lap: Stringer, Morris, 
Waudby and Knight, 26.28, 59.33mph. 

Rellant 750 Formula Championship round, Heat 1 (15 leps): 1, Chris Hague (Wessex), 7m 20.2s, 
§2.97mph; 2, Pienete Muston (DNC), 7m 35.08; 3, Tim Green (DNC), 7m 46.8s. Fastest lap: Hague, 28.4s, 
64.74mph. 

Heat 2, (15 wine): 1, lan Sclanders (DNC), 7m 12.6s, 53.90mph; 2, John Giles (JGS), 7m 16. 4s; 3, Simon 
Fry (DNC), 7m 23.4s. Fastest lap: Sclanders, 27.88, 55.92mph. 

Final (20 laps): 1, Sclanders, 9m 32.88, 54.28mph; 2, Giles, 9m 34.6s, 3, Hague, 9m 38.0s; 4, Mike Kenney 
(MPK), 10m 25.28; 5, Fry, 10m 27.68; 6, Barry Walker (JGS), 19 laps. Fastest lap: Hague and Sclanders, 
27.88, 55.92mph. 

Moditied Sports Cars (20 laps): Overall and over 1500cc: 1, Neville Robinson (3.8 Jaguar E), 9m 00.4s, 
57.53mph; 2, John Bradshaw (1.8 Lotus Elan), 9m 2.08; 3, lain Gorrie (2.0 Triumph GT6), 19 laps. Fastest 
lap: Bradshaw, 26.0s 59.70mph. Up to 1500cc: 1, Steven Lightfoot (1.4 Aukland Midget), 9m 15.48 (19 laps), 
53.18mph; 2, Rob McKee (1.0 Ginetta G15); 3, Barry Fernaly (618 Honda). Fastest lap: Lightfoot, 27.8s, 
65.92mph. 

Formule Libre (20 laps): 1, Warren Booth (2.0 Scott Richardson-BDG P1)}, 7m 59.6s, 64.82mph; 2, Paul 
Gardner (1.6 March Gardner BDA-75B), 8m 10.0s; 3, Joe Appiegarth (1.6 Brabham-Ford BT23C), 8m 4.6s. 


Special Saicoms 20 aps): Overall and over 1000cs: 1, Roy Greenwood (1.3 Rally Equipe), 9m 25.28 

55 Otro 2 Pa Coecwick (* 3 Cooper S), 9m 28 6s; 3. Dave Stephenson (1.3 Cooper S) 19 laps. Fasteet 

. © Foc Escom) 26.28. 59 S3mp" Up to 1000cc: *. Keith Hardy (996 imp), 50 45mpn; 2 
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Chris Hague dominated the first Re- 
liant 750 heat in his Wessex Mouldings 
car but, despite a comfortable lead, 
kept the pressure on to ensure a good 
Starting position in the final. Second 
Spot was hotly contested by Richard 
Muston and Andrew Findon until, on 
the penultimate lap, Findon spun leav- 
ing Weighbridge, freewheeled slowly 
over the line backwards and dropped to 
fifth. Tim Green had a poor practice 
due to a loose carburettor mounting, 
rectified this for the race then sooted a 
plug on the line. Having got away on 
three cylinders, the engine cleared and 
Tim climbed to an eventual third. 


Simon Fry led the second heat until 
lap two when Ian Sclanders went by 
followed three laps later by John Giles. 
As Sclanders led the other two home, 
the main excitement lay farther back 
where Mike Kenney was having a busy 
time trying to hang on to fourth pace 
against the will of Chris Elmes, these 
two being joined for a time by Barry 
Walker. Kenney’s efforts were made all 
the more interesting by the fact that 
having put in a new camshaft which put 
the power high up in the rev range, he 
was having to slide the car through the 
corners in order to keep the engine on 
song. 

The start of the final was most un- 
750-like with a certain amount of 
wheelrubbing ending in Tim Green hit- 
ting the armco rather hard at the Esses. 
The race was Ian Sclanders’ again and 
he looked most impressive as he led the 
field home. Giles and Hague fought for 
second place all the way, a very firmly 
shut door and the eventual loss of 


‘second gear keeping Hague in third. 


Kenney and Fry diced frantically 
throughout and finished in that order 
ahead of sixth place man Walker. 


John Bradshaw tried his level best to 
get the Rally Equipe Lotus Elan past 
Neville Robinson’s E-Type in the mod- 
sports race but a lack of brakes from 
about third distance only made his task 
that much more difficult. The Jaguar 
driver, of course, was equally deter- 
mined to hold on to the lead and while 


' the resultant battle was being resolved 


in favour of the larger car, Iain Gorrie 
was bringing his GT6, repaired after its 


_ shunt last time out at Longridge but 


handicapped by loss of second gear, up 
into third place. Fourth overall and 
winner of the smaller class was the 
Aukland Midget of Steven Lightfoot. 


Although Warren Booth doubted 
that he had been as fast in practice as 
the timekeepers seemed to think—they 
had him equalling his lap record—there 
is no doubt that the circuit record now 
stands at 23.2s, the time set by Warren 
during his run to victory in the Libre 
race. Paul Gardner held on to the Scott 
for three laps before his March’s over- 
steer forced him to drop back although 
he did manage to finish on the same lap 
as Booth. Joe Applegarth took third 
place a lap down in a rather poorly 
supported Libre event for this venue. 


Terry King in the Oldham Motors 
Escort scorched away from pole in the 
Special Saloon race pursued by the 
Rally Equipe Mini of Roy Greenwood. 
On lap 12, however, King pulled into 
the pits with transmission failure, leav- 
ing Greenwood with a comfortable win; 
comfortable, that is, except for a very 
frightening moment when the Mini 
half-spun exiting Weighbridge then 
snapped round towards the pit barrier, 
Greenwood just managing to avert di- 
saster although the car showed signs of 
its brush with the armco after the race. 


Finally, a selection of 750s came out 
again, many of them with changed 
drivers. Mike Kenney led the field 
home after early challenger Chris 
Elmes had spun away his chances at 
Weighbridge, second going to Stuart 
Gerrell im Muston’s DNC ahead of P. 
Hawkins @ Welker’s IGS 


PETER McFADYEN 


Three to 
Curtis 


A time of 32.9s gave Bradford driver 
Ian Curtis three awards at the very well 
supported Rolls-Royce MC sprint at 
Curborough, near Lichfield, last Sun- 
day. Curtis (Mallock U2) collected the 
Mike Howard Trophy fer his efforts, 
took the Kendall Trophy for best per- 
formance on index and then went on to 
the hat trick for £25 when he was fastest 
on the top ten run off. 

With only two large capacity single 
seaters present, one in trouble all day 
and the other being driven by its owner 
for only the second time, Curtis ‘really 
had little to fear and Arthur Hinds in 
his U2 was second quickest of the day. 

Chris Milner (Capri), Dave Warren 
(Dutton) and G. Evans (Elan), collect- 
ed the awards in the standard car sub 
classes and, in the 20 strong class for 
saloons, Colin Spence just pipped 
Marcel Junod, the RS1600 heading the 
Alfa Romeo GTV by 0.2sec with Peter 
Barden (RS2000) not far off in third. 

Biggest shock of the afternoon came 
in the large capacity standard sports 
class where Herbert Shepherd (E-type) 
suffered a very rare reverse at the hands 
of Peter Langley’s TVR 3000M which 
left him 0.3sec behind. Even closer was 
the battle between Mike Overton and 
Des Richardson in the modified sports 
class. The Marcos man finally got the 
better of the Turner by 0.1sec. 

What then of the big single seaters? 
John Ravenscroft broke a halfshaft in 
practice on the Token, rushed home, 
changed it but still the car was nowhere 
near right while John Hinley (Trojan) 
wisely took things gently and just let it 


loose down the main straight. - 

BTD: |. Curtis (Mallock U2), 32.9secs. 

Class winners: C. Milner (Capri), 40.58; D. War- 
ren (Dutton), 41.38; G. Evans (Elan), 39.66; C. 
Spence (Escort), 40.58; R. Ames (imp), 37.28; FL 
Yeomans (Mini), 37.88; P. Langley (TVA 3000M). 
38.78; M. Overton (Marcos), 36.68; A. Hinds (Mal- 
lock U2), 33.78; N. Harrison (Lotus 61), 34.48; J. 
Hinley (Trojan), 36.28, Ladies: Dorothy Maw (Es- 
cort); Best Rolls-Royce: Steve Bowcock (imp) 
(both awards decided on index). 


Voodoo 
very vell 


Although he had to borrow Alan 
Nobbs’ 1300cc engine as his usual 1760 
unit was out of action, Rod Turner still 
managed BTD (just) at the Dereham 
MC’s autocross at Fakenham, Norfolk, 
last Sunday. But it was a close call for 
Turner (Voodoo JIT) as he was harried 
alt day by Alan Mitchell (Macumba) 
and when Mitchell did 92.6s on his 
second run he took the lead. However 
with £25 at stake Turner got it all 
together on his last run and returned 
92.3. 

There was another good scrap in the 


| 1-litre Mini class where both Roger 


Frere and Phil Manser recorded a best 
time of 95.0 but Frere took the class on 
aggregate. Tony Merridale won his 
class but not with his usual Escort. The 
Ford broke its gearbox in practice and 
he borrowed Len Wills’ rally 3-litre 
Capri to win the autocross class and 
then Wills had it back to finish second 
in the rally car category behind Chris 


Gamble (Escort 1800). 

BTD: R. Turner (Voodoo fil), 92.3s. 

Class winners: P. Jackman (Mini), 98.46; A 
Frere (Mini), 95.0s; D. Scarrow (Mini), 111.78; B. 


. Crump (Mini), 93.2s; T. Merridale (Capri), 95.28; A 


Mitchell (Macumba), 92.6s; C. Gamble (Escort), 
93.3s. 


@ Trevor Reeves clinched the Lydden 


| Fallycross title with 2 secomd place in 


Monda2y’s round whes be was debuti 
the new Dowe Group Casrai Mii For 


full report. see Speruucesd wear seck 


a 


ns 


2 


? 


Alister made Gurston very much an ‘ADO-day’. 


ADO’s sixth this year 


Alister Douglas-Osborn annihilated the 
hill record at Gurston Down on Bank 
Holiday Sunday when he won the 13th 
round of the RAC Hillclimb Cham- 
pionship, taking his personal score of 
championship victories to six. Driving 
his 3-litre Waring & Gillow Pilbeam 
R22, Douglas-Osborn broke Roy 
Lane’s 1975 record time of 30.30s no 
fewer than three times and left it at a 
shattering 29.15. Roy Lane continued 
his recent run of good results in the 
Fenny Marine March 741 with a fine 
second-placed 29.58 and moved into 
third place in the championship ahead 
of David Franklin who was still on the 
continent after competing in two Euro- 
pean Hillclimb events. Third place went 
to the 2.2-litre Severn Advertising 
March 74P of Martyn Griffiths with 
30. 55, who consolidated his second 
place in the Championship just three 
points behind ADO. 

The South Western Centre of the 
BARC decided to move their date 
forward by one day this year to avoid a 
race meeting at Thruxton and in so 
doing clearly foxed the clerk of the 
weather into giving them a pleasantly 
warm, sunny day! John Milford’s 
1293cc Cooper S looked a certain win- 
ner right from the start line and his time 
of 37.53 reflected a dominance of the 
up to 1300cc Special Saloon class which 
only Mark Williams (1293cc Cooper S) 
and Dave Dunford (998cc Hillman 
Imp) could even attempt to challenge, 
their second placed tie on 39.43 being 
decided on aggregate in favour of 
Williams. 

RAC Leaders’ leader John Meredith 
strengthened his position at the head of 
the table with another scintillating per- 
formance in the 1428cc Cooper S, his 
best time of 37.11 giving him a lead of 
lsec over sponsor Bob Forth in the 
same car on 38.17, while Alan Payne in 
the superbly presented 3528cc Riley 1.5 
was the only other driver to get under 


the 40secs mark with a challenging 
38.60s. Tim King’s time of 40.10 in the 
1293cc MG Midget gave him a lead of 
almost 1sec over co-driver Kim Johnson 
to take the class for modified sports cars 
up to 1300cc, whilst the 1600cc Lotus 
Elan of Stuart Watts took the amalga- 
mated 1600/unlimited category with a 
near record time of 36.60 to which Russ 
Ward (Porsche 911) could only reply 
with a somewhat distant 38.57. 
Anthony Boshier-Jones continued on 
his winning ways in the up to 1600cc 


“Clubmans and Sports racing car class, 


the IWR engined Mallock U2 taking a 
meagre 34,00 to reach the top and take 
the premier award from Stephen 
Madge driving Tony Westwood’s Mal- 
lock U2 (34.28) and Westwood himself 
(34.97). A rather depleted over 1600cc 
Sports Racing car class went to the 1.8- 
litre Phoenix of Norman Hutchins 
(34.21) from brother Hedley in the 
same car with 34.42. 

The 500cc racing car class gave Barry 
Brant (ABGO Cooper Mk10) yet an- 
other chance to demonstrate the impor- 
tance of skill and preparation with a 
remarkable 38.73 climb which was al- 
most a full 5secs ahead of Malcolm 
Carter’s interesting little Kieft (43.41). 
David Gould in the 1098cc Terrapin 
had a well merited win in the 1100cc 
racing car class, his second run time of 
35.60 giving him 0.3s in hand over Chris 
Bigwood’s Vixen VBS (35.94)—and 
second place in the Leader’s Cham- 
pionship’ from Norrie Galbraith—whilst 
third spot went to the March 73D of 
Eryl Davies at 36.57. 

A new winner emerged in the 1600cc 
racing car class when, at the 26th at- 
tempt this year, someone managed to 
take the award away from Peter Kaye 
and the Brabham BT35XP; the some- 
one being David Morris who put in a 
very convincing climb of 32.50 in the 
rather truncated but clearly effective 
Ensign-based Mosign 001. Peter Kaye 


BTD: Alister Dougias-Oaborn (3.0 Pilbeam R22), 29.15s (outright record). 

Ciass winners; John Milford (1.3 Cooper S), 37.538; John Meredith (1.4 Cooper S), 37.11 (record); Tim 
King (1.3 MG Midget), 40.108; Stuart Watts (1.6 Lotus Elan), 36.60s; Anthony Boshier-Jones (1.6 Maliock U2), 
34.008; Norman Hutchins (1.8 Phoenix), 34.21; Barry Brant (S00cc Cooper Mk10), 38.738; David Gould (1.1 
Terrapin), 35.608; David Morris (1.6 Mosign 001), 32. 50s (equals record); Alister Dougias-Osborn, 29.40s 


(record). 
RAC Hiliclimb Championship Top-Ten: 1, Alister 


; 29.15s (record), 2, Roy Lane (3.0 


March 741), 29.588: 3, Martyn Griffiths (2.2 March 74P), 30.558; 4, Ken MacMaster (2.2 Modus M4), 31.218; 5, 
Rob Turnbull (2.0 Rat AT1), 31.298; Dave Harris (5.0 McRae Gm1), 31.30s; 7, Mike MacDowel! (2.0 Ralt 
RIT1), 31.448: 8. Terry Smith (5.7 McLaren M14D), 31.846; 9. Richard Jones (2.0 Surtees TS10), 32.086; 10, 


Alan Richards (5.0 Surtees TS8), 3285s. 


positions (after 13 rounds): 1. Aister Dougias-Osbom 87pts; 2, Martyn 
57, 7, Maicoim 


Championship 
Gets. 84: 3, Roy Lane, 67. 4. Devic Franklin, 65. 5. Chris Cramer, 58: 6, Michasi MacDowe’ 
Dungeorth, 45; 8. God Turmoull, 44.9 Ker MecMasser, 29: 10. Peter Kaye, 20 


+. John Meredith. 76ots: 2, Devic Goutd. 58; 3. 
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was just 0.05sec in arrears to take 
second place and a confident John Hart 
edged the Hart-Brabham (BT38/40) 
into third on 32.99. In the unlimited 
capacity racing car class, Alister Doug- 
las-Osborn quickly threw down the 
challenge with a new record for the hill 
in the Pilbeam R22 of 29.96—the first 
ever sub-30 second climb of Gurston. 
Roy Lane equalled this time on the very 
next run in the March on the second 
class runs ADO simply scorched to the 
top in just 29.40, leaving Lane in sec- 
ond spot and Martyn Griffiths in a 
rather lonely third place with the March 
74P at 30.63. One very unfortunate 
non-starter in this class was the 3.4-litre 
Grunhalle Lager March 76A of Chris 
Cramer, now running with a longer 
wheelbase, which had impressed every- 
one with a splendid first practice run 
and then spun to a halt on the second 
run with a suspected seized engine. 
Dave Harris led off the RAC Cham- 
pionship runs in the McRae GM1 and, 
to celebrate his third successive RAC 
Sprint title put in a most enterprising 
run of 31.30 which promptly annexed 
sixth place. Richard Jones found that 
the 2-litre Surtees TS10 just did not 
want to get under the 32secs mark and 


-had to accept 32.09 as his best time for 


ninth position overall. The 5.7-litre 
Chevrolet-powered McLaren M14D of 
Terry Smith seems well suited to Gur- 
ston and, for the second year running, 
he found himself well in the running in 
the hillclimb (rather than sprint) envi- 
ronment, the sheer acceleration along 
the final staight bringing him an excel- 
lent time of 31.84 and eighth place. 
This year, Alan Richards has been 
another driver to concentrate on the 
Sprint Championship rather than on 
hillclimbs, the big 5-litre Cheltenham 
Cameras Surtees TS8 being better suit- 
ed to the wider spaces usually found on 
‘the flat’. However, Alan qualified for 
his first ever Championship run-off in 
seventh place with 31.68, but then ap- 
peared to suffer engine maladies and 
his only ‘Top-Ten’ climb was a slightly 
subdued 32.85 which netted. tenth 


place. Ken MacMaster quickly got the 


2.2-litre Modus Mé4 in tune with the 
rather tricky course and his first run 
time of 31.21 was a smooth and unflur- 
ried climb which brought in fourth 
place. 

Mike MacDowel’s Ralt has had a 
number of modifications made to the 
body work since Shelsley and the car 
was noticeably more stable as a 31.44 
climb indicated, the former Champion 
slotting into seventh place. Rob Turn- 
bull’s B&W Motors Ralt RT1 continues 
to improve with its new aerodynamics 
and despite a power disadvantage of 
from 30 to 200bhp, the yellow and blue 
car romped up the hill to take fifth 
place at 31.29. With the two Formula 
One powered cars of ADO and Roy 
Lane to cope with, Martyn Griffiths 
had a hard job on hand to get into the 


_ same time bracket and he had to settle 


for a consistent but third-placed 30.55. 

Having pushed Alister during the 
class runs, Roy Lane made two most 
impressive Championship climbs, whit- 
tling away at his times until the final run 
got to within 0.06s of the Pilbeam and 
the 1976 Champion added yet another 
second place to his tally with 29.58. 
With the temporary demise of Chris 
Cramer’s engine, it was very much an 
‘ADO-Day’ and after firing off a rang- 
ing shot at 29.52 in the Pilbeam R22— 
itself a winning time—Alister put to- 
gether a magnificently smooth power 
climb with just the right. amount of 
controlled aggression to take the hill 
record right down to 29.15 and put his 
sixth Championship win of the year 
safely beyond doubt. The gap between 
Alister Douglas-Osborn and Martyn 
Griffiths remains at three points, with 
two Championship wins from two meet- 
ings being the only sure way for Martyn 
to regain his i ap lead 


BOB COOPER 


[oo “et. =r ae 
Stanners 


after a 
puncture 


Undeterred by a puncture on the fifth 
selective which ruined a tyre and a 
Minilite wheel, Brian Stanners and 
Chris Pringle still managed to win the 
Stocktonian Rally, run by Stockton & 
District MC over a 145-mile route in 
Durham and the north Yorkshire dales 
last Saturday night. For Stanners and 
Pringle, from Hexham MC, this was at 
least their third major win of the year 
with their Escort RS. 

Fifty-nine crews were started off by 
Mr Melvyn Rhodes, managing director 
of Unit Heat of Teesside, the last 
minute sponsors and crews faced ten 
Targa sections to start with and then 
seven long selectives. 

Setting the pace initially were Bob 
Bean/Alan Greenwood in their Escort 
and at the end of the Targa part they 
were 1min ahead only to retire shortly 
afterwards when it’s believed the cam 
belt broke. 

This left Stanners/Pringle in the lead 
and at halfway they were 1m 8secs 
ahead of the flying Imp of Alan 
Nesham and Geordie Tindall. However 
the Imp had a broken gearbox casing 
and although the crew decided to press 
on they were not destined to go much 
farther. 

With their departure Eddie and 
Trudi Binks moved into second and 
eventually they ended up only 11secs 
behind the winners after a steady run. 
In the Novice class W. Robinson/C. 
Stephenson (Mexico), ended up 23rd 
overall and were only 36secs ahead of 


G. Stephenson/D. Wallace (Marina). 

1, B. Stanners/C. Pringle (Escort), 9m 12s; 2, E. 
Binks/Mrs T. Binks (Escort), 9m 23s; 3, J. Ellis/1. 
irvine (Escort TC), 10m 31s; 4, G. Graham/M. Wood 
(Mexico), 11m 18s; 5, R. Mawson/D. Nicholson 
(Escort), 11m 55s; 6, J. Gill/J. Matthews (Avenger). 
12m 3s. Novices: W. Robinson/C. Stephenson 
(Mexico), 27m 42s. Up to 1300cc class: B. Mor- 
ris/R. Adams (Magenta), 18m 13s. : 


CASTLE COMBE 


Venezuelan Oscar Notz won the 
non-championship FF2000 race 
backed by Ross & Haines at the 
BRSCC_ South-Western Centre’s 
Castle Combe meeting on Monday. 
Dutchman Maarten Henneman 
sandwiched Notz on the front row 
with Desiré Wilson, all three in 
Crosslés. The lady led for two laps 
until she spun at Quarry leaving 
Notz the win. Championship wins 
went to Doug Bassett (Renault 5). 
David da Costa (Debenhams Escort) 
and Tom Flyam (Formula Vee). A 
full report will appear next week. 


| 
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World Champion at |Motorcr 
Croft’s annual gala 


Crofts annual gala occasion, the 
Darlington & District MC—organised 
Texaco Martin Group Battle of Britain 
meeting, pulled in a large crowd to 
watch a mixed programme of two, three 
and four wheeled racing, aerobatics, 
trade stands and, if they were lucky, 
James Hunt. The World Champion 
managed to fly in from Zandvoort, 
despite the current air traffic control 
difficulties, although his visit was all too 
brief. It seemed a pity that the crowds 
were denied hearing him on the PA at 
least, but all credit to him for keeping 
faith in the face of considerable trans- 
port problems. The big race of what 
was basically a rather clubby occasion— 
the Battle_of Britain Trophy—went to 
Andy Barton’s Sana after a race that 
was interesting rather than wildly excit- 
ing, a comment that holds good for the 
racing as a whole. 

The four-wheeled section of the pro- 
gramme opened with the Sid Bushnell 
Trophy for Special Saloons—qualifying 
for the Troy Tire and Auto Centres 
Championship. A trio of prodsports 
‘were also thrown in for good measure. 
Doug Niven out-accelerated Norman 
Hodgson’s Sayers Haulage Skoda away 
from the line and the Border 
Reivers/Scotch Beef Escort nosed 
ahead into Tower. Driving his heart 
out, Niven held off the Chevron-based 
Skoda for lap after lap. However, the 
Escort was throwing out oil, which was 
gradually obscuring Hodgson’s vision. 
Norman came unstuck on lap 7 as a 
result and retired soon afterwards, leav- 
ing Niven to win easily. Despite keep- 
ing the revs down on his Chevvy en- 
gine—a worrying vibration in the newly 
rebuilt motor suggesting prudence— 
Doug Emms ran a secure second once 
Hodgson had gone, while Terry King 
(Escort BDE) held off Dave MacDon- 
ald (Firenza) for third after a race-long 
scrap. 

Tony Barley powered his Royale 
RP21 away from pole position of the 
Texaco Trophy Formula Ford 1600 
event (a Tate Championship round) 
and was never headed. This was one of 
his best ever drives, holding off con- 
stant pressure from Cameron Binnie’s 
Royale until the latter spun out of 
contention on lap four. The battle was 
now for second place, and once Chris 
Lawson’s Hawke DL17 had departed 
from the fray it was a four car battle to 
the finish, where Dave Manner’s re- 
chassised Hawke DL19 held on to edge 


out Phil Tingle’s earlier DL15, Richard 
Peacock’s Dinorben Arms Royale and 
Bernard Hunter’s Van Diemen. Behind 
this dispute John Simpson’s slightly off- 
form Royale managed sixth place on 
the road ahead of Stephen Waudby 
(Lotus 69F), David Duffield (Dulon 
MP17) and a recovering Binnie, but 
was penalised 30secs for missing the 
chicane on one lap. : 

Four U2s formed a tight train at the 
start of the John Measham Trophy 
Race, which incorporated a round of 
the Northern Clubmans Champagne 
Championship. Mike Blane, despite a 
rather ragged nosecone, came out on 
top with his Mk18B, but only after 
Kenny Allen retired his Mk17D with a 
transmission bearing failure when he 
seemed to have the race in the bag. 
Richard de la Rue returned with a new 
chassis after his Donington accident 
and, despite chewing up a nosecone in 
practice, captured second place ahead 
of Chris Norton’s Mk16. Steve Collier 
took fourth place and the B class on his 
first visit to Croft with the Haggispeed, 
heading off Richard Morgan’s elderly 
but well prepared U2Mk11/14. A group 
of Richard Sutherland Trophy mod- 
sports contenders started ten seconds 
after the Clubmans cars. John Kirk’s 
Davrian was the fastest of these, but 
Andy Smith (Lotus Elan) only narrowly 
beat Fred Cliffe’s Jaguar E for second 
modsports. 

The main race of the day, the Battle 
of Britain Trophy for Libre cars, ran last 
with Andy Barton snatching the initia- 
tive with the Sana, hotly pursued by 


. Kim Mather’s ex works Chevron B35D. 


Mather managed to get in front on lap 3 
and gradually eased away slightly from 
the Sana, lapping within 0.6sec of the 
lap record on the way, until he dropped 
a valve on lap 7, handing the race back 
to Barton. Warren Booth was third 
throughout in the unique F2 Scott. John 
Walker was a lap behind, but his March 
742 still held third place following the 
retirement of Paul Gardner (March 
752)—in a cloud of smoke—and Paul 
Brookes (March Swindon BDX 742)— 
who spun three times after coming up 
well from the back of the grid. Brian 
Robinson returned to Croft in the little 
Caldwell FVAC14 sports car and fin- 
ished a good fourth ahead of Joe Ap- 
plegarth’s Brabham BT23C and Dave 
Muter’s off-form Lotus 69. 


CHRIS MASON 


Sid Bushnell Trophy, Troy Tire and Auto Centres Special Satoon Championship round up to 1000cc, 
1001 to 1300cc and over 1300cc and Production Sports Cars, 12 laps: Overall and Special Saloons 
over 1300cc: 1, Doug Niven (2.0 Ford Escort BDG), 14m 518s, 84.85mph; 2, Doug Emms (6.1 Chevrolet 
Camaro Z28), 15m 5.68; 3, Terry King (1.8 Ford Escort BDE), 15m 20s; 4, Dave MacDonald (2.3 Vauxhall 
Firenza), 15m 21.48. Fastest lap: Norman Hodgson (2.0 Skoda FVC), 1m 10.8s, 88.98mph. Up to 1000cc: 1, 


David Sykes (1.0 titre Mini Holbay Ford), 54.63mph; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Sykes 1m 23.6s, 
75.36mph. 1001cc to 1300cec: 1, Gerald Clark (1.3 Mini Cooper S), 77.92mph; 2, Graham Wood (1.3 Mini 
Cooper S); no other finishers. Fastest lap: lan Rogerson (1.3 Ford Escort BDA), 1m 18.4s, 80.36mph. 
Production Sports Cars: 1, Walter Warwick (3.8 Jaguar E), 64.66mph; 2, David Dalton (1.3 MG Midget); 3, 
Arthur Hannan (1.3 MG Midget). Fastest lap: Dalton 1m 34.6s, 64.64mph. 

Texaco Trophy, Tate Formula Ford 1600cc Championship round (15 laps): 1, Tony Barley (Royale- 
Titan RP21) 19m 2s, 82.75mph; 2, Dave Manners (Hawke Bartrum/Scholar DL19) 19m 8.48; 3, Phil Tingle 
(Hawke-Scholar DL15) 19m 9.68; 4, Richard Peacock (Royale-Minister RP21) 19m 9.8s; 5, Bernard Hunter 
(Van Diemen-Scholar RF77) 19m 10s; 6, Stephen Waudby (Lotus-Scholar 69F). Fastest lap: Cameron Binnie 
(Royale-Minister RP21) 1m 14.48, 84.68mph. 

John Measham Trophy, Northern Clubmans Champagne Championship round, Classes A and B; 
Martin Group Trophy BRSCC Richard Sutherland Modsports Championship round up to 1150cc, 
1151cc to 1500cc, 1501cc to 2000cc and over 2000cc, 12 laps: 1, Mike Lane (1.6 Mallock U2 Davron 
Mk18B), 13m 58s, 90.21mph; 2, Richard de la Rue (1.6 Mallock U2 RE Mk18B), 14m 5.68; 3, Chris Norton (1.6 
Mallock U2 Holbay Mk16), 14m 10.48; 4, Steve Collier (1.6 Haggispeed Titan Mk6B), 15m 13.6s. Clubmans 
Class A: 1, Lane; 2, De la Rue; 3, Norton. Fastest lap: Ken Allen (1.6 Mallock U2 Davron Mk17D) 1m 7.2s, 
93.75mph. Clubmans Class B: Steve Collier 82.75mph; 2, Richard Morgan (1.6 Mallock U2 Holbay 
Mk11/14); 3, Andrew Feather (1.6 Mallock U2 Neil Brown Mk16). Fastest lap: Collier 1m 14.6s 84.45mph. 
Modifled Sports up to 1150cc: 1, John Kirk (1.1 Davrian Carter Imp Mk5) 83.27mph; 2, Brian Stevenson (1.0 
Davrian Greetham Imp Mk4), no other starters. Fastest lap: Kirk 1m 14s, 85.14mph. 1151cc to 1500cc: 1, 
John Read (1.3 Austin Healey Sprite) 74.33mph; 2, Graham Hughes (1.3 Austin Healey Sprite), no other 
finishers. Fastest lap: Read 1m 19.8s, 78.95mph. 1501ce to 2000cc: 1, Andy Smith (1.6 Lotus Elan) 
79.97mph: 2, Andrew Wareing (1.6 Lotus Elan), no other finishers. Fastest lap: Smith 1m 15.6s, 83.33mph. 
Over 2000cc: *. Fred Ciifie (4.0 Jaguar E) 79.91mph; no other starters. Fastest lap: Cliffe 1m 15.8s, 
83.11mom ? 

Battie of Setar ~-oory Formule Libre up to and over 1600cc, 15 laps: 1, Andy Barton (2.0 Sana 
Berto SD TSS 8S > Se S777 ooh: 2. Werren Booth (2.0 Scott Richardson-BDG P1) *6m 408; 3, Jonn 
Walker (0 5 Wie Me « eos) < Sher Gominson (* 6 Caicwell FVA C14) (14 lens) Up to 1800cc: * 
Waker, 26GGeuer 2 Foose 2 ce AcoegeT 6° CS Sacre orc ST23C) Festest ap: “au Gace 
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The last round of the Motorcraft Cham- 
pionship, with Roz Prior leading the 
points race going in, was open to both 
Funny cars and Fuelers and, with two 
or three cars in Sweden and a couple 
out of action, it was probably just as 
well. No matter, Ron Picardo took the 
first round with a 6.7s run when Tony 
Froome blew a head gasket, Picardo 
himself having rebuilt the engine after 
throwing a rod in qualifying. 

Dave Stone clocked his best time 
ever with a 7.15 in the Chevy/Stardust, 
but despite leaving well, Roz Prior 
managed to squeeze past him in the 
‘eyes’ with a 6.92. Gerry Andrews fell 
to Pete Crane in the next round with an 
ailing engine, while Owen Hayward put 
out Tony Froome (this time in his ultra- 
low funny car) with a 7.46 to 9.05. 

Pro Comp was led again by Liz Burn 
with an impressive 7.3 ahead of Micky 
Naylor at 7.52 and Steve Read at 7.9. 
Pat Cuss turned a good 8.3 in his new 
rear-engined rail, while Ray Hoare 
made a long-awaited debut in a twin- 
turbo-charged Chevy at 9.35—improv- 
ing on this to 9.27 in going down to Baz 
Young’s 8.28 in the first round. Both 
Liz Burn and Micky Naylor had byes at 
7.62 to 8.13, with Pat Cuss also making 
a solo run at 8.99 to go to the semi- 
final. 

Liz Burn’s run of luck came to an end 
when she faced Pat Cuss, when a minor 
problem stopped her from running— 
Cuss going on to an 8.6. Baz Young was 
similarly unlucky against Micky Naylor 
who clocked a strong 8.00 at 178mph. 

In the Motorcraft championship 
semi-finals, Pete Crane put down Ron 
Picardo after Ronnie suffered a header 
fire from an oil leak. Owing to a 
somewhat confused start, no times were 
given, neither car apparently being 
staged correctly—unless there was a 
passing gremlin in the stage system. 

The next run saw the violent demise 
of the Houndog funny car, in the worst 
accident seen at the strip. The car had 
drifted towards the left apparently with 
a lack of grip on that wheel, but after 
Owen managed to get it back in the 
Strip proper it went the other way and 
was totally demolished by the time it 
had stopped rolling near the end of the 


Bevan takes 
another win 


Former National champion John Bevan 
scored his second BTD of the year at 
Taunton MC autocross when he fin- 
ished miles ahead of the rest at the 
club’s Bank Holiday meeting near 
Bridgwater. Only 48 commpetitors 
appeared, several having become the 
worse for wear after the previous day’s 
BTRDA final at Weymouth. 

Although she was the only woman 
competitor, the club decided to give 
Mrs Judy Matravers the ladies award, 
for on her second run she had a nasty 
roll in her Saab 96 and although the car 
was a sorry sight she survived without a 
scratch. 

Welshman Clive Trueman put it 
across the more illustrious fellow coun- 
tryman George Warren in the up to 
1300cc Escort battle by a handsome one 
second margin, George, of course, driv- 
ing the car which he has prepared for 
his son, Ian. Local driver Terry Roberts 
has a good win in his 1275cc Mini seeing 
off the better known David Baskerville 
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strip. The crash crew were really on the 
ball, and got a deserved vote of thanks 
from the other drivers for getting Owem 
out and away to hospital within about 
three minutes—apparently without se- 
rious injury—the roll cage yet agam 
having survived intact. Later news con- 
firmed that apart from a black eye he 
was OK. 

The final run between Crane and 
Prior closed the meeting down with Roz 
Prior misreading the lights badly, leav- 
ing before the countdown and thus 
handing it to Pete with a 6.95 at 
209mph. But her points lead in the 
Motorcraft championship remained 
assured. 

The Pro Comp finals went to Micky 
Naylor with a 7.78 when Pat Cuss’s 
motor chewed its blower belt up. In the 
other classes, Dave Page took Senior 
Comp yet again, but a new threat 
appeared in the shape of Norm Wheel- 
don, moved up from Junior with his 
Rowat-built Chevy/T and clocking a 
nine on one of his runs to the final, but 
on the important run he was down at 
13.5 to 9.05. The name in Middle was 
Colin Fisher once again, and while he 
has been around some time, all of a 
sudden his Chevy/Topolino is a front 
runner, beating Jason Smith in the final 
yet again, 10.1 to 10.8. 


Two wins 
to Sanders 


Lichfield company director Peter Sand- 
ers scored two class wins and was sec- 
ond fastest driver at the Mini Seven 
MC’s autocross at Inkberrow, near 
Redditch last Sunday. Sanders was 
quickest in his Mini in 86.7s but this was 
way off the pace of F. Nicholas (Spa- 
fire) who set BTD in 85.1 on his secoma 
run. Sanders also took the Rally car 
class in his Escort only 1.5 secs slower 
than in his Mini. ; 

Two classes had close finishes. Peter 
Rowney’s VW took the combined rear 
engined and specials class in 94.1, 
0.5sec quicker than P. Morris in his Bits 
& Pieces while A. Furness (1293 Mini) 
had a similar margin over David 
Deaner (1200 Mini) in the next class. 
which gave him the award for best Mini 


Seven member. 

BTD: F. Nicholas (Spitfire), 85.1secs. 

Class winners: D. Pittaway (Mini), 89.58; 2 
Behan (Escort), 87.68; P. Rowney (VW), 94.78: P 
Sanders (Mini), 86.78; A. Furness (Mini), 87-56, 
Sanders (Escort), 88.2s. Novice: Tony Butler (im) 


~ NEXT WEEK 


Pressure of space in this week's 
issue has prevented us reporting all 
of the Bank Holiday weekend 
motorsport events. We hope to be 
able to cover those we have missed 
in next week's issue but, until then, 
here are the headlines: 

. at THRUXTON, David Leslie 
strengthened his lead in the BARC 
FF1600 championship by leading 
his race from start to finish and 
Philip Bullman won his second 
FF2000 race of the weekend, com 
pleting his most successful three 
days this season...over at 
CADWELL PARK, Bernard Kain 
reclaimed the Williams Trophy for 
the Bugatti Owners Club with a win 
in the feature event of this VSCC 
meeting in his Type 358... lan 
White sped his Rover V8-engined 
special to BTD at Surrey Sporting 
Club's AUTOCROSS on Mon- 

...in Truro & Distict MC's 
HILLCLIMB. Tomy Hart established 
STD with his Nike 


eo 
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Top entry 
for Welsh 
rallycross 


Richard Longman is a surprise entry at 
the Talbenny rallycross to be run on 
September 3 for the benefit of BBC 
Wales. Longman continues his long 
association with rallycross ace Peter 
Vaughan, competing in one of Vaugh- 
an’s 1460 Minis which is Longman 
equipped of course! 

Also entered for the Western Mail 
1977 Welsh Knockout are four 
Porsches, a number of Triumph TR7s 
and leading rally drivers such as Tony 
Drummond and Jeff Churchill. Late 
news is that Colin Richards hopes to 
debut his new 2300HS Vauxhall 


Chevette. 


Rob Wilson, the promising New Zea- 
land driver, is to complete the current 
FF2000 season with a new Reynard 
sponsored, as usual, by Royal Graf- 
ton China. Wilson, it will be remem- 
bered, finished second in the 1976 
NZ Formula Ford championship 
with a Crosslé before taking over the 
works development Tiga FF2000 for 
this season. His first weekend in the 
new car netted a race win at Mallory 
Park—not a bad start. 


Carter back Ferrada 


Alex Ferrada, the Buckinghamshire 
driver who dominated both the Ocean- 
air and Tricentrol clubmans champion- 
ships last year with the ACE Plant/ 
Brian Mitcham Mallock, has found 
himself a sponsor for Sunday’s BAF 
FF2000 race at Silverstone. 

The money is being put up by the 
enthusiastic Carter Construction con- 


cern who have recently opened a_ 


branch at Milton Keynes. Carters em- 
ploy some 3500 people nationwide and 
have already sampled motor racing 
sponsorship through the activities of 
Bob Morey who raced a Mini last year 
before taking up clubmans this season 
with Alex’s old Mallock! 

Both the clubmans car and Steve 
Russell’s Davron Reynard, which Fer- 
rada will drive, are going to Silverstone 
in the attractive red and white livery of 
Carter Construction and it is hoped that 
Bob Morey can put in a few laps in the 
FF2000 car in pre-race testing at the 


| circuit, his first drive in a rear-engined 


car. Let’s hope that Ferrada can return 
to the tracks full time very soon! 


+ @ The Astra MC are staging one of 


Briefly. ... 


@ The Devizes & District are promot- 
ing their closed ‘Driveshaft Rally’ start- 
ing at Membury Services M4 on Octo- 
ber 15/16. Regulations are available 
now from John Clements, 29 Marston 
Road, Trowbridge, Wiltshire. Phone 
Trowbridge 61514. 


@ The BBC ‘Driver of the Year’ com- 
petition has now reached its regional 
heats stage, from which the 15 semi- 
finalists will emerge. Having scrutinised 
the questionnaires originally sent out 
there are 350 contestants still in with a 
chance of taking the major prize at the 
final in October. 


@ The general practice day which was 
to have been held on Saturday, Septem- 
ber 17, has unfortunately been can- 
celled. Brands Hatch Circuit apologise 
for any inconvenience and are hereby 
warning drivers not to turn up as the 
circuit will not be available. 


their popular ‘Festival of Motor Sport’ 


* events at Lydden Hill on Sunday. It 


features races for karts, bangers and 
Anglia-rods as well as the more usual 
races for Formula Vee, special saloons, 
FF1600s etc. A ‘Destruction Derby’ is 
also on the bill which starts at 12.30pm. 


@ The MGCC are very short of entries 
for their Formula Ford 1600 race to be 
held at Brands Hatch on Sunday, Sep- 
tember 18. It is a qualifying round of 
the Kent Messenger series so anyone 
interested in competing is advised to 
contact the MGCC at 273, Green Lane, 
Ilford, Essex, before September 10, 
when entries close. 


@ Regs are now available for the 
Cambridge CC/RAFMSA Unicorn 
sprint at RAF Upwood on Sunday, 
September 11. The event is a round of 
the LCAMC and ASEMMC champion- 
ships and anyone interested in compet- 
ing should contact Peter Skipper, 35 
Westlands, Comberton, Cambridge 
CB3 7EH. Phone: Comberton 3255. 


PRESCOTT 


The Bugatti OC host the penultimate 
round of the RAC National Hiliclim®S 
Championship at the picturesque 
Gloucestershire venue over the week- 
end. Practice is on Saturday and the 
timed runs start at 11.30am on Sunday. 
With only Doune to go after this meet 
ing the championship battle will be 
intense at Prescott, so don’t miss & @ 
you are in the locality. 


SILVERSTONE 


The BARC are organising Sundays 
championship race meeting at Silvez- 
stone. Main race of the day is a round 
of the BAF Formula Ford 2000 chas- 
pionship which has attracted 33 entries 
Supporting races are for clubmams. 
special saloons, Sports 2000, FF1600 
and production saloons. All the events 
have very good entries and practace 
starts at 11.30am with racing from 
2.45pm. 


MALLORY PARK. 


The BRSCC Midland Centre rum 
another of their popular championsiaip 
meetings at the Leicestershire track this 
Sunday. Races are for clubmans, De- 
benhams Escorts, Mini 850, Mini 1275. 
FF1600, modsports and special saloons. 
Racing starts at 2pm following mornmg 
practice. 


RUFFORTH 


The BRSCC Northern Centre play host 
to what will probably be the last meet 
ing to be held at Rufforth Airfield, near 
York. This nostalgic occasion may 
therefore be the last opportunity for 
northern racing fans to witness Renault 
5, FF1600, special saloons, prodsports. 
modsports, clubmans and Fornmile 
Libre racing at the track.*Racing starts 
at 2pm on Sunday after _ mornimg 
practice. 


SNETTERTON 


The 750MC return to Snetterton this 
Sunday where they stage an ambitious 
programme of races for Reliant 750. 
Fi300, Formula 4, G2 historic sports 
cars, FF1600, Monoposto formula, spe- 


‘cial saloons, classic saloons and mod- 


sports. Practice takes place in the morm- 
ing with racing from 2pm. 


“a 13 Sen Martino di Castrazza Rally—European Rally Championship for 
Sep 4 Ontario, USA Calornla 500 (USAC) 

Sep 4 Lime Rock, USA CanAm Challenge Cup 

Sep 4 Casale, ftaly F3 

Sep 4 Trois Rivieres, Canada F Atlantic, G1-4 

Sep 4 Oran Park, Australia F5000 

Sep 4 Fuji, Japan G6 


British events 


international even 


Reliant 750, F1300, F4, G2 Sports Cars, FF1600, Monoposto 
Ciassic Saloons, Special Saloons, Modsports 


Date Event Stat -Clup Detelis 
Sep 2/3 Antrim Forum, Louth Road, Antrim, N. ireland Rally N Larne MC E ‘Ulster Rally—Motor/RAC Rally Championship 
Sep 3 Talbenny, nr Havertordwest, Rallycross R Pembrokeshire MC 10.00 Western Mall 1977 Welsh Knock-out Rallycross 
Sep 3 Knockhill, nr Dunfermiine, Fite, Scotland Rallycross Fi~ E. Ayrshire CC 13.00 - Tannery Shops Scottish Rallycross Championship 
Sep 3 Oulton Park, nr Tarporley, Cheshire Sprint R Lancashire AC _ a 
Sep 3/4 Prescott, nr Cheitenham, Gios Hilicimb N Bugatti OC = RAC Nationa! Hillclimb Championship 
Sep 3/4 Shepton Maliet Raity R Tavern MC & Salisbury & Shaftesbury MC | — Camelot Rally 
Sep 3/4 Stanways Garage, Lytham, Lancs Rally R Lightning MSC = Twilight Novice Rally 

(MFR102/383280) 
Sep 3/4 Wadham Stringer, Battie Hit Rally R S.W.L. MC 21.01 Senlac Rally 

(MR199/7541523) 
Sap 3/4 Charlies King Lid, Milton Ernest Rally R Bedford MC 23.30 September Rally 

(MR153/0155633) 
Sep 4 Siverstone, rr Towcester, Northants Race Meeting A BARC 14:45 _BAF FF2000, FF1600, Clubmans, Special Saloons, Production 

Saloons 
Sep 4 Mallory Park, nr Kirkby Mallory, Leics Race Meeting R BRSCC (MC) 14.00 Clubmans, Debenhams Escorts, Mini 850, Mini 1275, FF1600, 
Modsports, Special Saloons 
Sep 4 Puffonth, or York Race Meeting R BRSCC (NC) 14.00 Renault 5, FF1600, Specia! Saloons, Production Sports, F Libre, 
Modsports, Clubmans 
Sep 4 Snetierton, cr Thatiord, Norfolk | Flace Meeting | 750 MC 14.00 
| 


: Secesmess 3 De Meeting =e sovemec © sec seis 5 8) Toomer; ewes Mies nce MicRee 4omsoo Sofcre. -eetat SLceeg TE Dee Sree. er 4 


-|AUTOSPORTDIRECTORY 


} 3 ’ 


Escorts 

Renault 5s 
Historic Cars 
Rally 

Rallycross 
Autocross 

Hot Rod 

Sporting trials 
Hillolimbs/Sprinta 


Formula Ford 2000 
Minis 


Formula 1 

Formula 2 

Formula 3 

Group 8 

Formula Ford 1600 
Formula Super Vee 
Formula Vee 
Monoposto Formula . 
Formula 4 

2-litre Sports 
Sports 2000 
Clubmans 
Modsports 
Prodsports , 

Group 1 Saloons 
Production Saloons 
Special Saloons 


Norman Abbott Racing 
ADA Engineering 
AET Engineering 
AGRA Precision Engineering r ® 

Airey Tuning : eje 

Aldon Automotive ° ° @ elele ee 
All Car Equipe ® 

‘Gordon Allen Engineering 

Alval Engineering @ 

Andreason Racing and Tuning e|. e 

Arden Conversions e ® 

Arian Racing eleie ® 

ASD Engines @ 
Auriga Racing Engines © 
AVJ Developments 

Bectune © 

George Bevan e 

W. B. Blydenstein 8 8 ® o 
Broadspeed Ltd ® e e 

Neil Brown Engineering ® eje @ 

Burton Performance Centre . eje ce) ® 

lan Carter Engines e ® e 

Comlec Racing elelele 8 @ 
Competition Engine Services elele | e 
Rob Cooper : eje 6 

Cosworth Engineering e|e @ 

DAD-Andy Dawson : ele ) 

Mac Daghorn ele 
VW Derrington Ltd. r | jee 
Davron Racing Components eje 8 e|e 

Tony Drummond e @ 

Graham Eden Racing “e ® 

Engine Services @ ® 

Roy Fewkes eleie ele 

Forward Engineering @ 

GGS Engines a 

Graypaul Motors 6 

Greetham Engineering “le & 

Dennis Gregory Engineering ® © 

Peter Harris @ 

Steve Harris Engineering e e|:. . 
Brian Hart e | ® 

Team Hartwell e rs 

Max Heidegger AG : ® ele : 

Holbay Racing Engines ele eje ele 

Terry Hoyle Engineering ® 

Bror Jaktlund eje 

Janspeed Engineering ° e ) e7 
Karringer AG ele 

Knifton Tuning © 

Langrop Engineering ° 

LEC Racing Engines 8 

Richard Longman & Co. @ © 6 ejele 

Manx Engine Developments @ elele 

March Engines e 

Mathwall Engineering e 6 e 

Minister Racing Engines ele 8 


- 


Bae Lit 


Formula 1 
Formula 2 


Norvic Racing Engines 

Novamotor Racing Engines. 

Oldham & Crowther 

Oselli Engine Services 

Panther Engines 

Perdal Engineering 

Piper FM Ltd. 

PMED Phil Marks Engine sea bantekib 
Quentune 

Racing Services 

Rally Equipe (Bury) 

Geoff Richardson Engineering 

lan Richardson Racing 

Stuart Rolt Engines 

Rowland Racing Engines 

Sabre Engine Developments 

Scholar Auto Developments 

Alan W. Smith e 


Swindon Racing Engines e|e 


Titan Engines 

Peter Vickers 

Vegantune Engines 

Vulcan Engineering 

lan Walker Racing (Blue Flash Engines) 
Weslake Engineering 

Wessex Racing 


Norman ABBOTT Racing, 39 Ashenden Road, 
London E5 ODT. 

ADA Engineering, 58-76 Willow Vale, London W12. 
AET Engineering Ltd, Calder Vale Industrial Estate, 
Calder Vale Road, Horbury, Wakefield. 

AGRA Precision Engineering, 63 Foundry Lane, 
Dundee. 

AIREY Tuning, New Cheriton Garage, Cross 
Roads (A272), nr Winchester, Hants. 

ALDON Automotive, Breener Industrial Estate, Sta- 
tion Drive, Brierley Hill, West Midlands. 

ALL Car Equipe, Main Road, West Kingsdown, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 

ALVAL Engineering Co, Main Street, Upper Largo, 
Fife. 

ANDREASON Racing & Tuning Ltd, Derby Road, 
Eastleigh, Hampshire. 

ARDEN Conversions Ltd, Penn Lane, Tamworth- 
in-Arden, Solihull, West Midlands. 

ARIAN Racing Ltd, 135-136 Haslemere Light In- 
dustries, Haste Hill, Haslemere, Surrey. 

AURIGA Racing Engines, Brise Yard, Rowhill 
Road, Wilmington, Kent. 

AVJ Developments, Pershore Trading Estate, Per- 
shore, Worcs. 

George BEVAN, 62 Leesons Hill, St Paul's Cray, 
Orpington, Kent. 

Bill BLYDENSTEIN, Station Works, Shepreth, 
Royston, Herts. 

BROADSPEED Ltd, Banbury Road, Southam, 
Warks CV33 OBJ. 

Neil BROWN Engineering, Low Fulney, Lincs. 
BURTON Performance Centre, 621-631, Eastern 
Avenue, Ilford, Essex. 

Tim CLOSE Engineering, Park Farm, Wood Lane, 
Huntingdon, Cambs. 
COMLEC_ Racing, 
Birmingham. 

CES Competition Engine Services, 361 Bath Road, 
Cippenham, Slough, Berks. 

COSWORTH Engineering Ltd, St James’ Mill 
Road, Northampton NN5 5JJ. 

Vv. W. Derrington Ltd, 159-161 London Road, 
Kingston, Surrey, KT2 6NY. 

Mac DAGHORN, Seceecrot. Horsham Road, For- 


161 Alvechurch Road, 
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Tony DRUMMOND, Stockton-on-Forest, York. 
Graham EDEN Racing, 265 Stratford Road, Shir- 
ley, Birmingham. 
ENGINE SERVICES, Somers Road, Rugby. 
Roy FEWKES (Engine Developments) Ltd, Old Hail 
Mill, Little Eaton, Derbyshire. 
FORWARD Engineering Co Ltd, Balsall Street 
East, Balsall Common, Warks. 
GGS Engines, Gaston Gate Service Station, Cran- 
leigh, Surrey. 
GRAYPAUL Motors Ltd, Charnwood Road, 
Shepshed, Loughborough, Leics LE12 ONL. 
GREETHAM -~ Engineering, Edgwick 
Coventry. 
Dennis GREGORY Engineering, 70 Willoughton 
Road, Harpenden, Herts. 
Brian HART, 4 South Place, Temple Fields, Harlow, 
Essex CM20 2AN. 
Team HARTWELL, 43 Holdenhurst Road, Bourne- 
mouth BH8 8ED. 
Max HEIDEGGER AG, Hauptstrasse 89, 9495 
Triesen, Germany. 
HOLBAY Racing Engines, Martlesham Aerodrome, 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP5 7RD. 

' Terry HOYLE Engineering, Unit 2, West Station 
Yard, Maldon, Essex. 
JANSPEED Engineering Ltd, Southampton Road, 
Salisbury, Wilts SP1 2LN. 
Jim KNIFTON, 19 Keith Road, Lillington, Leaming- 
ton Spa. 
LANGROP Eng, Anstey Garage, Cropston Road, 
Anstey, Leicester LE7 7BP. 
LEC Racing Engines, Centurion Garage, Elmer, 
Middleton, Sussex. 
Richard LONGMAN & Co, 11-13 Purewell, Christ- 
church, Dorset BN23 1EH. 
MARCH Engines, 149 Cardiff Road, Caversham, 
Reading, Berks RG1 8JE. 
MANX Engine Developments, Bratch Lane, Dinton, 
Salisbury, Wilts. 
MATHWALL Engineering, Red Lion Garage, Ports- 
mouth Road, Thursley, Surrey GU8 6NJ. 
MINISTER Racing Engines, Unit F, Burnham Trad- 
ing Estate, Burnham Road, Dartford, Kent. 
Don MOORE, Cambridge Place, Hills Road, Cam- 
bridge CB2 1NS. 
Moteurs MORAND, 
Switzerland. 


MOTOSPEED Racing (Short Heath oS es 118 
Summer Road, Erdington. Birmingham 23 


Road, 


1635 ta Tour-de-Treme, 
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NELSON Engine Services, Soho Garage, Studley, 
nr Calne, Wilts. 
NICHOLSON-McLaren Engines, Pulborough Way, 
Green Lane, Hounslow, Middx. 
NORVIC Racing Engines, Westgate Hangar, The 
Airfield, Little Staughton, Bedford MK44 2BN. 

* NOVAMOTOR Racing Engines, John Penistan, 1a 
Coulsdon Road, Lincoln. 
OLDHAM & Crowther, 27 and 31 Ivatt Way, 
Westwood Industrial Estate, Peterborough. 
OSELL! Engine Services, Ferry Hinksey Road, 
Osney, Oxford OX2 OBY. 
PANTHER Engines, Market Way, Turton Road, 
Wembley, Middx HAO 2BT. 


PERDAL Engineering, Wingrove Motor Co Ltd, 
Westgate Road, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

PIPER, FM Ltd, Wooton Road, Kingsnorth, Kent 
PMED, Phil Marks Engine Developments, Brineton 
Street, Walsall, Staffs WS2 9EP. 

RACING Services, Little Staughton Airfield, Little 
Staughton, Bedford. 

RALLY Equipe, 108 Bolton Street, Bury, Lancs. 
Geoff RICHARDSON Engineering Ltd, 12 Industrial 
Estate, Kimbolton Airfield, Huntingdon. 


lan RICHARDSON Racing, Bedford Street, Ampt- 
hill, Beds. 

Stuart ROLT Engines, The Denizen, Long Whatton, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire. 

ROWLAND Racing Engines, Forest Green, Dork- 
ing, Surrey. 

SABRE Engine Developments, Halloughton 
Grange, Whitacre, Coleshill, Birmingham. 


SCHOLAR Auto Developments, Building 25, Mart- 
lesham Heath, Ipswich, Suffolk. 

Alan W. SMITH (Racing) Ltd, Manchester Road, 
Derby. 

SWINDON Racing Engines Ltd, Crampton Road, 
Greenbridge Industrial Estate, Swindon, Wilts. 
TITAN Engines Ltd, The Harley Works, Paxton Hill, 
St Neots, Cambridgeshire. 


VEGANTUNE Engines Ltd, Cradge Bank, Lincs. 
VULCAN Engineering, 185 Uxbridge Road, Han- 
well, London W7 3TH. 

lan WALKER Racing (Blue Flash Engines), 236 
Woodhouse Road, London N12. 


‘Who knows, one day it 
could be law. 


Even the purest oils can produce 
their share of engine killers. . 


Sticky lacquers, tars, sludges, resins 


and acids to clog up the works. 

At Duckhams we ran lab tests on 
13 leading oils. 

No less than 10 oils didn’t contain 
all the special additives we consider 
vital to stop them murdering your 
engine. 

Additives that we guarantee with 
every can of Duckhams Q. 


They've helped Duckhams Q pass 
the toughest performance tests that 
Leyland, Mercedes, Po 
Ford, Volvo, Fiat, the : 
leading car manufac- 
turers, set for oil. 7 

It’s all there on 
the side of the can. 

Reassurance 
that Duckhams will 
do far more than 
just oil the works. 


